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Prelims
NATIONAL

Deepor Beel
(Source: The Hindu )
Context: The Kamrup (Metropolitan) district administration has prohibited community fishing in Deepor
Beel, a wetland on the south-western edge of Guwahati and Assam‟s only Ramsar site.
Dipor Bil Or Deepor Beel
 Being only Ramsar site (List of wetlands of international importance as defined by the Ramsar
Convention) of Assam Dipor Bil (also spelt as Deepor Beel) is located 18 km south west of capital of
Assam Guwhati city, on the National Highway 31, on the Jalukbari Khanapara bypass.
 It is a permanent freshwater lake, in a former channel of the Brahmaputra River, to the south of the main
river.
 Dipor Bil has a total area of 40 Sq. Km of which 4.14 sq. Km declared as a Bird Sanctuary by Assam
Govt. in 1989. In November 2002, it was listed as a Ramsar site due to its rich wetland biodiversity.
 Again, considering the varieties of bird species found in the beel, Birdlife International has also declared
Dipor Bil as an Important Bird Area (IBA).
 The main source of water are Basistha & kalmini rivers. The beel drains into Brahmaputra river 5 Km to
the North , through the Khonajan channel.
 Considered as one of the largest Beels in the Brahmaputra valley of Western Assam, it is categorised as
representative of the wetland type under the Burma Monsoon Forest biogeographic region.
 The Dipor Bil is reported to provide, directly or indirectly, its natural resources for the livelihood of
fourteen indigenous villages (1,200 families) located in its precincts.
 The name Dipor Bil is stated to be derivative of the Sanskrit word 'Dipa' which means Elephant and the
Beel means wetland or large aquatic body in Assamese language, inhabited by elephants.
 It is claimed that Beel was an important dockyard of the Tai-Ahom as well as the Mughals. The
medieval history reports of Ahom-Mughal conflicts.
 It is also stated that Kampitha and Rambrai Syiemship (the supreme political authority is known as the
Syiemship in Meghalaya had control over this area.

Crop Seasons in India
(Source: The Hindu )
Context: The country‟s Rabi foodgrain production, including wheat, in the ongoing 2020-21 crop year is
expected to be better than the previous year‟s record of 153.27 million tonnes, according to Agriculture
Minister Narendra Singh Tomar.
Agricultural Seasons in India:
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1. The Kharif Season:
 Crops are sown at the beginning of south-west monsoon and harvested at the end of the south-west
monsoon.
 Sowing Season: May to July.
 Harvesting Season : September to October.
 Important Crops: Jowar, Bajra, Rice, Maize, Cotton, Groundnut, Jute, Hemp, Tobacco etc.
2. The Rabi Season:
 Crops need cool climate during growth period but warm climate during the germination of seed and
maturation.
 Sowing Season: October to December Harvesting Season: February to April
 Important Crops: Wheat, Barley, Gram, Linseed, Mustard, Masoor & Peas.
3. The Zaid Season:
 These Crops are raised throughout the year due to artificial irrigation.
o Zaid Kharif Crops:
 Sowing Season: August to September
 Harvesting Season: December-January
 Important Crops: Rice, Jowar, Rapeseed, Cotton, Oilseeds.
o Zaid Rabi Crops:
 Sowing Season: February to March.
 Harvesting Season: April-May.
 Important Crops: Watermelon, Toris, Cucumber & other vegetables.

Food Safety and Standards Authority of India
(Source: The Hindu )
Context: The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has capped the amount of trans fatty
acids (TFA) in oils and fats to 3% for 2021 and 2% by 2022 from the current permissible limit of 5%
through an amendment to the Food Safety and Standards (Prohibition and Restriction on Sales)
Regulations.
Details:
 The revised regulation applies to edible refined oils, vanaspati (partially hydrogenated oils), margarine,
bakery shortenings and other mediums of cooking such as vegetable fat spreads and mixed fat spreads.
 Transfats are associated with an increased risk of heart attacks and death from coronary heart disease.
 According to the World Health Organization, approximately 5.4 lakh deaths take place each year
globally because of the intake of industrially produced trans fatty acids.
 The WHO has also called for the global elimination of transfats by 2023.
The Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)
 It has been established under Food Safety and Standards Act, 2006 which consolidates various acts &
orders that have hitherto handled food related issues in various Ministries and Departments.
 FSSAI has been created for laying down science based standards for articles of food and to regulate their
manufacture, storage, distribution, sale and import to ensure availability of safe and wholesome food for
human consumption.
Highlights of the Food Safety and Standard Act, 2006
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Various central Acts like Prevention of Food Adulteration Act, 1954 , Fruit Products Order , 1955, Meat
Food Products Order , 1973, Vegetable Oil Products (Control) Order, 1947,Edible Oils Packaging
(Regulation)Order 1988, Solvent Extracted Oil, De- Oiled Meal and Edible Flour (Control) Order, 1967,
Milk and Milk Products Order, 1992 etc are repealed from 5th August 2011 after commencement of FSS
Act, 2006.
The Act also aims to establish a single reference point for all matters relating to food safety and
standards, by moving from multi- level, multi- departmental control to a single line of command.
To this effect, the Act establishes an independent statutory Authority – the Food Safety and Standards
Authority of India with head office at Delhi. Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) and
the State Food Safety Authorities shall enforce various provisions of the Act.

Establishment of the Authority
 Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India is the Administrative Ministry for the
implementation of FSSAI.
 The Chairperson and Chief Executive Officer of Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI)
have already been appointed by Government of India. The Chairperson is in the rank of Secretary to
Government of India.
FSSAI has been mandated by the FSS Act, 2006 for performing the following functions:
 Framing of Regulations to lay down the Standards and guidelines in relation to articles of food and
specifying appropriate system of enforcing various standards thus notified.
 Laying down mechanisms and guidelines for accreditation of certification bodies engaged in certification
of food safety management system for food businesses.
 Laying down procedure and guidelines for accreditation of laboratories and notification of the accredited
laboratories.
 To provide scientific advice and technical support to Central Government and State Governments in the
matters of framing the policy and rules in areas which have a direct or indirect bearing of food safety and
nutrition .
 Collect and collate data regarding food consumption, incidence and prevalence of biological risk,
contaminants in food, residues of various, contaminants in foods products, identification of emerging
risks and introduction of rapid alert system.
 Creating an information network across the country so that the public, consumers, Panchayats etc receive
rapid, reliable and objective information about food safety and issues of concern.
 Provide training programmes for persons who are involved or intend to get involved in food businesses.
 Contribute to the development of international technical standards for food, sanitary and phyto-sanitary
standards.
 Promote general awareness about food safety and food standards.

Basveshwara
(Source: The Hindu )
Context: Karnataka Chief Minister B.S. Yediyurappa on Wednesday laid the foundation stone for the „New
Anubhava Mantapa‟ in Basavakalyan, the place where 12th century poet-philosopher Basaveshwara lived
for most of his life.
Basavanna or Basaveshwara
 Basaveswara (1106–1167) also known as Basava, popularly called as Basavanna was a 12th-century
philosopher, statesman, ‗a great reformer‘ Kannada poet in the Shiva-focussed Bhakti movement, and
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social reformer, fought against social evils of his time such as caste system and the ritual practices of
Hinduism during the reign of the kalyani chalukyaru Kalachuri-dynasty.
He was the Prime Minister of the Southern Kalachuri Empire king Bijjala I in Karnataka, India.
Basavanna was born in the year 1106 into a Shaivite Kamme Brahmin family in the small town of
Ingaleshwar (Bagewadi ) in the Bijapur district of northern Karnataka. He grew up in a strict, religious
household, where he was made to wear a sacred thread known as the Janivara, which he did not accept.
He rejected both the traditional Sanskrit scriptures and the prevailing Hindu rituals. At an early age he
left Bagewadi and spent the next 12 years studying Sangameshwara, at the then-Shaivite stronghold of
Kudala Sangama.
Basavanna spread social awareness through his poetry, popularly known as Vachanaas.
His teachings and philosophy transcend all boundaries and address the universal and eternal. Basava was
a great humanitarian, who advocated a new way of life, in which divine experience was at the center of
life and where caste, gender and social distinctions carried no special importance.
The cornerstone of his movement was the firm monotheistic belief in God as the absolute and universal
supreme Self identified as Lord Shiva, and the equality and dignity of all individual beings irrespective
of their social and gender status.
Many great yogis and mystics of the time joined his movement, enriching it with the essence of divine
experience in the form of Vachanas that define a new way of looking at God and life. Basava's path later
gave birth to a new tradition (sampradaya), which became popular in the south as the Lingavanta
Dharma or Lingayata movement. Other words for lingayata are Basava Dharma, Sharana Dharma,
Vachana Dharma.

Spectrum Auctions
(Source: Indian Express )
Context: 4G spectrums are set to be auctioned in March.
What are spectrums auctions?
 Devices such as cellphones and wireline telephones require signals to connect from one end to another.
 These signals are carried on airwaves, which must be sent at designated frequencies to avoid any kind of
interference.
 The Union government owns all the publicly available assets within the geographical boundaries of the
country, which also include airwaves. With the expansion in the number of cellphone, wireline telephone
and internet users, the need to provide more space for the signals arises from time to time.
 To sell these assets to companies willing to set up the required infrastructure to transport these waves
from one end to another, the central government through the DoT auctions these airwaves from time to
time.
 These airwaves are called spectrum, which is subdivided into bands which have varying frequencies. All
these airwaves are sold for a certain period of time, after which their validity lapses, which is generally
set at 20 years.

Horizontal and Vertical Reservations
(Source: Indian Express )
Context: The Supreme Court last month clarified the position of law on the interplay of vertical and
horizontal reservations. The December 18 decision by a two-judge Bench in Saurav Yadav versus State of
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Uttar Pradesh dealt with issues arising from the way different classes of reservation were to be applied in
the selection process to fill posts of constables in the state.
Vertical and horizontal reservations
 Reservation for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and Other Backward Classes is referred to as
vertical reservation. It applies separately for each of the groups specified under the law.
 Horizontal reservation refers to the equal opportunity provided to other categories of beneficiaries such
as women, veterans, the transgender community, and individuals with disabilities, cutting through the
vertical categories.
How are the two categories of quotas applied together?
 The horizontal quota is applied separately to each vertical category, and not across the board. For
example, if women have 50% horizontal quota, then half of the selected candidates will have to
necessarily be women in each vertical quota category — i.e., half of all selected SC candidates will have
to be women, half of the unreserved or general category will have to be women, and so on.
 The interlocking of the two types of reservation throws up a host of questions on how certain groups are
to be identified. For example, would an SC woman be put in the category of women or SC? Since quotas
are fixed in percentages, what percentage of quota would be attributed to each?
The Saurav Yadav case
 The case was on the technicalities that form a substantial question of law. It was this:
 Sonam Tomar and Rita Rani had secured 276.5949 and 233.1908 marks respectively. They had applied
under the categories of OBC-Female and SC-Female respectively. OBC and SC are vertical reservation
categories, while Female is a horizontal reservation category.
 The two candidates did not qualify in their categories. However, in the General-Female (unreservedfemale) category, the last qualifying candidate had secured 274.8298 marks, a score that was lower than
Tomar‘s.
 The question before the court was that if the underlying criterion for making selections is ―merit‖, should
Tomar be selected under General-Female quota instead of the OBC-Female category for having secured
a higher score?
 The court ruled against the Uttar Pradesh government, holding that if a person belonging to an
intersection of vertical-horizontal reserved category had secured scores high enough to qualify without
the vertical reservation, the person would be counted as qualifying without the vertical reservation, and
cannot be excluded from the horizontal quota in the general category.
 A similar question had arisen in the case of vertical reservations in the past, and the law had been settled
similarly: If a person in the SC category secures a higher score than the cut-off for the general category,
the person would be counted as having qualified under the general category instead of the SC quota.

Bird Flu
(Source: Indian Express )
Context: Bird flu has been reported in various Indian States like Himachal Pradesh, Kerala, Haryana and
Rajasthan.
What is avian influenza or bird flu?
 It is a highly contagious viral disease caused by Influenza Type A viruses which generally affects
poultry birds such as chickens and turkeys.
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There are many strains of the virus – some of them are mild and may merely cause a low egg production
or other mild symptoms among chickens, while others are severe and lethal.
Wild aquatic birds such as ducks and geese are the natural reservoir of Influenza A viruses and the
central players in the ecology of these viruses.
Many birds carry the flu without developing sickness, and shed it in their droppings. Since birds excrete
even while flying, they provide ―a nice aerosol of influenza virus, shedding it all over the world‖, in the
words of American virology professor Vincent Racaniello.
From water birds, many of whom migrate and travel long distances, the viruses are thus further spread to
poultry and terrestrial birds. Sometimes, the virus jumps over to mammals such as pigs, horses, cats and
dogs.

Infection to Humans
 Generally, people coming in close contact with infected alive or dead birds have contracted the H5N1
bird flu, and it does not usually spread from person to person, as per the WHO.
 There is also no evidence, the WHO says, that the disease can be spread to people through properly
prepared and cooked poultry food. The virus is sensitive to heat, and dies in cooking temperatures.

Swasth Vayu
(Source: PIB )
Context: Swasth Vayu Non-invasive Ventilator developed by National Aerospace Laboratories (NAL), a
constituent laboratory of the Council of Scientific and Industrial Research (CSIR) receives regulator nod.
The Device
 The Swasth Vayu Non-invasive Ventilator is an indigenously designed and developed non-invasive
bilevel positive airway pressure ventilator.
 The ventilator also has additional features to treat COVID-19 patients.
 It is a microcontroller based precise closed-loop adaptive control system with a built-in biocompatible
―3D printed manifold and coupler‖ with HEPA filter (Highly Efficient Particulate Air Filter).
 These unique features help to alleviate the fear of the virus spread. It has features like CPAP, Bi-Timed,
Spontaneous/AUTO modes with provision to connect oxygen concentrator or enrichment unit externally.
 The performance of the device has been evaluated by the expert committee constituted by the Director
General of Health Services, Ministry of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India.
o The expert committee, after careful evaluation, has concluded that Swasth Vayu may be used on
COVID-19 patients who require oxygen supplementation up to 35%.
 CSIR-NAL has commercialized this technology with six private companies and one of these companies
(which is in the MSME category) has set up production facilities for almost 300 units per week.

Longitudinal Ageing Study of India (LASI)
(Source: PIB )
Context: Union Health Minister releases the Longitudinal Ageing Study of India (LASI) Wave-1, India
Report.
What is LASI?
www.theprayasindia.com/e-pathshala

info@theprayasindia.com

+91-7710013217 / 9892560176

The Prayas ePathshala
www.theprayasindia.com/e-pathshala/





LASI is a full–scale national survey of scientific investigation of the health, economic, and social
determinants and consequences of population ageing in India.
It has been undertaken by the National Programme for Health Care of Elderly (Ministry of Health &
Family Welfare) through the International Institute for Population Sciences (IIPS, Mumbai) in
collaboration with Harvard School of Public Health, University of Southern California, USA, Dte.GHS,
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and National Institute on Ageing.
The LASI, Wave 1 covered a baseline sample of 72,250 individuals aged 45 and above and their spouses
including 31,464 elderly persons aged 60 and above and 6,749 oldest-old persons aged 75 and above
from all States and Union Territories (UTs) of India (excluding Sikkim).

Importance:
 It is India‘s first and the world‘s largest-ever survey that provides a longitudinal database for designing
policies and programmes for the older population in the broad domains of social, health, and economic
well-being.
 The evidence from LASI will be used to further strengthen and broaden the scope of the National
Programme for Health Care of the Elderly and also help in establishing a range of preventive and health
care programmes for the older population.
 It is important because the 60+ population accounted for 8.6% of India‘s population according to the
2011 Census.
 Growing at around 3% annually, the number of elderly age population will rise to 319 million in 2050,
and around 75% of them suffer from one or the other chronic disease.

Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS)
(Source: PIB )
Context: 74th foundation day of Bureau of Indian Standards.
About the Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS):
 BIS is the National Standards Body of India established under the Bureau of Indian Standards Act
2016 for the harmonious development of the activities of standardization, marking and quality
certification of goods and for related concerns.
 Through standardization, certification and testing, BIS provides safe reliable quality goods, minimises
health hazards to consumers, promotes exports and imports substitutes, and controls over the
proliferation of varieties, etc.
 The body was formed as the BIS (as a statutory body) in 1986. It was formerly called the Indian
Standards Institution (ISI) which was set up in 1946. The 2016 Act positioned it as the National
Standards Body.
BIS Activities:
 Standards Formulation
 Product Certification Scheme
 Compulsory Registration Scheme
 Foreign Manufacturers Certification Scheme
 Hall Marking Scheme
 Laboratory Services
 Laboratory Recognition Scheme
 Sale of Indian Standards
 Consumer Affairs Activities
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Promotional Activities
Training Services, National & International level
Information Services

Digital life certificate
(Source: The Hindu Businessline )
Context: Along with the extension of various tax deadlines recently, the submission of life certificate by
pensioners was also extended to February 28, 2021, from November 30, 2020.
What is a life certificate?
 A life certificate is a proof of existence produced to an authorised pension distributor or agency such as
bank or post office by an individual stating that he/she is alive. The government and insurance
companies insist on this certificate before making pension or annuity payments. This is to ensure that the
organisation doesn‘t continue payments after the death of a pensioner. The certificate is usually required
annually.
 To get this life certificate, the individual drawing the pension is required to be personally present before
the pension disbursing agency. Alternatively, pensioners can have the life certificate issued by the
authority they served earlier (in a prescribed format) and have it delivered to the disbursing agency.
However, with the outbreak of pandemic, digital life certificate (DLC) is sufficient proof for pension
payments.
 A life certificate helps to ensure the credit of pension without any break as it may be the only source of
income for many retired individuals. However, the requirement of physical presence of the pensioner to
the disbursing agency often becomes a major hurdle due to old age or poor health condition.
 To provide relief to pensioners from physical verification, the Centre launched Jeevan Pramaan, or
digital life certificate, for pensioners in 2014 where the entire process gets completed digitally.
 Any pension sanctioning authority, including railways, EPFO, RBI and State/Central government, if onboarded to Jeevan Pramaan, is eligible for obtaining DLC. The list of the authorities can be found in the
Jeevan Pramaan website.
 Similarly, insurance companies such as Bajaj Allianz Life, too, have started accepting DLC and have
made the entire process online.
 DLC, however, is not valid for life. The validity is as per rules specified by the pension sanctioning
authorities and insurance companies. Once the validity period is over, a new DLC needs to be obtained.
Also, in the case of government organisations, a pensioner who is re-employed or re-married is not
eligible for DLC.
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INTERNATIONAL

The Gibraltar
(Source: Indian Express )
Context: Spain announced it had struck a deal with the UK to maintain free movement to and from
Gibraltar – a small portion of land on the southern tip of the Iberian peninsula that Britain controls but
Spain claims as its own.
Gibraltar
 Gibraltar, with an area of just 6.8 sq km and a population of around 34,000 people, has been the subject
of intense dispute between Spain and Britain for centuries.
 This is mainly because of its strategic location. The territory, which is connected to Spain by a small
strip of land and surrounded by sea on three sides, serves as the only opening from the Atlantic Ocean
into the Mediterranean Sea, making it a key location on the shortest sea route between Europe and Asia
via the Suez Canal.
 Gibraltar fell into British hands after a war in 1713, and has since remained with Britain despite several
attempts by Spain to retake it.
 Due to its strategic importance, Gibraltar came to be highly fortified by Britain since the 18th century,
thus earning its commonly known name– ―the Rock‖. Even during World War II, Gibraltar‘s port was
critically important for the Allies, and it continues to be a key base for NATO.
 When Britain joined the EU in 1973, Gibraltar was a ―crown colony‖, but was reclassified as a British
Overseas Territory in 2002. In two referendums, one in 1967 and the other in 2002, Gibraltarians
overwhelmingly voted to remain a British territory.
 Currently, the territory is self-governing in all aspects, except for defence and foreign policy, which are
managed by London, and Gibraltarians have British citizenship.

25th Amendment of the US Constitution
(Source: Indian Express )
Context: In the immediate aftermath of Donald Trump supporters storming the US Capitol building, which
houses both the US Senate as well as the House of Representatives, there are calls by many to either
impeach President Trump or invoke the 25th Amendment.
What is the 25th Amendment of the US Constitution?
 This amendment lays out how a US president and vice president may be succeeded or replaced.
 According to Cornell Law School, ―The Twenty-fifth Amendment was an effort to resolve some of the
continuing issues revolving about the office of the President; that is, what happens upon the death,
removal, or resignation of the President and what is the course to follow if for some reason the President
becomes disabled to such a degree that he cannot fulfill his responsibilities.‖
 The amendment has four sections.
o According to Encyclopedia Britannica, while the first section codified the traditionally observed
process of succession in the event of the death of the president—that the vice president would
succeed to the office—it also introduced a change regarding the ascent of the vice president to
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president should the latter resign from office. In the event of resignation, the vice president
would assume the title and position of president—not acting president—effectively prohibiting
the departing president from returning to office- states Britannica.
The second section of the amendment addresses vacancies in the office of the vice president.
The third section of the amendment set forth the formal process for determining the capacity of
the president to discharge the powers and duties of office. If the president is able to declare
his/her inability, then the vice president takes over as the acting president.
In case the president is unable to declare his/her incompetence, the fourth section of the
amendment requires the vice president and the cabinet to jointly ascertain this and if they do so,
then the vice president immediately assumes the position of acting president. It is this fourth
section of the 25th Amendment that many are asking Vice President Pence to invoke
against President Trump.

History of this amendment
 In the aftermath of the assassination of President John F. Kennedy, the 25th Amendment was proposed
by Congress on July 6, 1965, and ratified by the states on February 10, 1967.
 The Watergate scandal of the 1970s saw the application of these procedures, first when Gerald Ford
replaced Spiro Agnew as Vice President, then when he replaced Richard Nixon as President, and then
when Nelson Rockefeller filled the resulting vacancy to become the Vice President.
 However, the fourth section of the 25th Amendment has never been invoked.
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Mains
GS I

The importance of social interactions
(Source: The Hindu )
Context: A year of restricting ourselves to the confines of four walls has made us keenly aware of our past
exchanges, not only with our families, but also with the larger society. Of the many victims of the COVID-19
pandemic are social interactions and the millions of friendships that should have formed at schools and
workplaces.
Many inequities
 The religious identities of Hindus and Muslims have shaped their social ties, their political loyalties and
their interaction with the Indian state. The long history of Hindu-Muslim ties in the subcontinent is
marred by grotesque violence fuelled by myths, rumours and prejudice.
 The prevalence of cow-vigilante violence and ‗anti-conversion‘ laws in recent years stands testimony to
the worsening of inter-religious ties and deepening of prejudice by the majority community.
 In fact, tropes used to concoct fear about the Muslim community in the 1920s, such as ‗cow-killers‘ and
‗abductors of Hindu women‘, have found appeal even in the 21st century. The propagation of such
stereotypes and the resulting prejudices allow for, and even normalise, violence against the minority to
‗protect the self‘.
 While it would be an exaggeration to claim that every social encounter between members of the two
groups is troubled, all is certainly not well in India. The display of prejudice need not take a violent form
at all.
 The refusal to grant tenancy to members of the Muslim community pushes them to seek houses in a
more homogenised area, progressively creating ghettos and further fuelling stereotypes. How do you
mitigate a prejudice that is so pervasive and intense?
The Contact Hypothesis
 In 1954, Gordon Allport published The Nature of Prejudice, which contained, among other analyses of
inter-group behaviour, a theory on prejudice.
 Specifically, it contained a hypothesis on how to reduce prejudice among majority and minority groups,
popularly called the ‗Contact Hypothesis‘. The idea was simple: contact (with some caveats) reduces
prejudice.
 Subsequently, decades of social psychology research arrived at a far simpler idea: friendship reduces
prejudice. Could it really be that simple? Could that work in India? The answer to both questions is the
same: yes, to some extent.
 The empirical evidence largely supports the proposition. Multiple studies have noted that frequent
interactions between members of different religious groups vastly reduce negative perceptions and
anxiety towards ‗the other‘. For instance, a youth study in 2017, conducted by Lokniti-CSDS and
Konrad Adenauer Stiftung, found that 83% of Hindus who had a non-Hindu friend were comfortable
having a non-Hindu neighbour, compared to 70% of Hindus who did not have a non-Hindu friend.
Another paper discovered that even among people who consume media plentifully, interactions with
people outside their community weakens prejudice.
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Education, however, presents an interesting puzzle. A recent study finds that college-educated Hindus
are more likely than non-literate Hindus to perceive the Muslim community negatively, irrespective of
whether they had a friend from the community or not.
Although close interaction may ‗significantly‘ reduce prejudices, this reduction is minimal at best.
o Firstly, the attitudes of suspicion and negativity towards the Muslim minority are deeply
entrenched in the Indian society.
o Secondly, as this newspaper has reported over the last few years, the ghettoisation of Muslims
continues to define both urban and rural landscapes. This ensures that most instances of quotidian
social interactions — be it an evening tea or meeting at markets — are effectively denied,
thereby limiting the building of lasting friendships at workplaces and schools.
o Thirdly, while Hindu individuals might hold great respect and affection for Muslim friends, they
might not hold the same view about the community as a whole since they would consider a
Muslim friend to be an ‗exception to the rule‘.
o As a result, whilst interactions do take place and reduce prejudice, they do not cross a threshold
already laid down by generations of socialisation and stereotypes.

Redefining the ‘us’
 Prejudice is a peculiar phenomenon. It is sustained through time, remains unaffected by even positive
interpersonal relations, and provides the ammunition for communalism.
 Ashutosh Varshney asks in his book Ethnic Conflict and Civic Life, ―Why do Hindus and Muslims live
peacefully in Calicut but not in Aligarh?‖. The answer, as he notes, lies in civic engagement and
redefining the ‗us‘.
 Ties need to be forged not just between individuals, but also across larger communities such that the
relationships breach the confines of religious identities and encompass a multitude of identities. Be it
local neighbourhood associations, professional unions or linguistic associations, membership of this civil
society creates a new ‗us‘. It allows society to maintain open lines of communication, even during a
pandemic.
 During a year in which students and professionals have remained within the confines of their houses,
what they have missed out on are unencumbered everyday interactions with their peers. Bonds of
camaraderie are built over watercooler chats and rants about bus mates.
 In the absence of such avenues, it behoves parents, teachers and employers to encourage engagement
through social organisations or other forms of safe civic engagement.

GS II

India and vaccine development
(Source: The Hindu )
Context: The Prime Minister promised to lead SAARC countries in pandemic response. A mammoth market
for vaccines was readymade for India as SAARC countries represent 21% of world‟s population. India had
the capability to manufacture vaccine on a large scale.
High-rated facilities
 India‘s vaccine manufacturing facilities are highly rated, globally. They have in-house research and
development laboratories. However, they are concerned with research of a practical nature, for refining
processes and products, rather than basic and fundamental research necessary for designing new vaccine
candidates.
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Universities and Institutes of technologies are where such new ideas are incubated. Commercial
manufacturing facilities depend on profit for research funding. Universities and Institutes, funded by
government and private philanthropic trusts, can pursue basic research without financial constraints.
When confronted with urgent need for vaccines, the wise approach would have been to establish a
platform to bring the two groups together for fast-tracking vaccine candidate designs, pre-clinical and
clinical trials, and up-scaling manufacture of promising vaccines.
Unfortunately, during January through March there was no guidance or leadership from the Government
of India for vaccine development. The expertise of the two global initiatives was not adapted for meeting
India‘s needs or for asserting India‘s global leadership.
Filling the vacuum, fortunately, a few private companies, on their own initiative, invested heavily in
vaccine development and up-scaling of vaccine production. Consequently, two made-in-India vaccines
are now under the national regulatory agency‘s assessment for suitability for emergency use
authorisation. Neither vaccine has completed Phase 3 trials.
One foreign vaccine company with a vaccine already registered in a few countries has also applied for
similar approval. The regulatory agency has not yet approved any of them, as of December 31, 2020.
China, by political decision and Russia, by temporary registration, initiated a national vaccination
programme with indigenous vaccines by or before September, even before Phase 3 trials were
completed. By the end of December 2020, thirty-three countries other than China and Russia had already
started vaccinating their citizens with vaccines with proper regulatory agency approvals after they had
completed very large Phase 3 trials.
Four countries began vaccinations in the first half of December and twenty-nine countries began the
process in the second half of December.

India’s position
 India had the unique opportunity not only to lead the world in vaccine development and supply, but also
in designing a vaccination strategy and platform for rolling out vaccine to the public. India‘s model
would have been a guide not only for SAARC countries but also for many Asian and African countries
with rather weak health management systems.
 That opportunity was entirely in the hands of the government. Utilising these two opportunities, India
could have partly overcome the economic downturn due to the pandemic.
 The Government of India, Science Advisory bodies, economic advisors, Academia, Medical and Science
Academies and Biotechnology experts ought to do some serious introspection now, and analyse how and
why India missed this opportunity, in spite of the Prime Minister‘s exhortation to scientists and
entrepreneurs to ―Make in India‖ for wealth creation and prosperity.
 We lacked neither competence nor infrastructure, but lulled ourselves into overconfidence and
complacency. We were slow, but had we been steady, we ought to have won the race.

The Brexit deal
(Source: The Hindu )
Context: The story so far: British Prime Minister Boris Johnson signed the post-Brexit trade agreement
with the European Union (EU) on Wednesday. The deal, announced on December 24, sets out the terms for
Britain‟s relationship with the EU after it left the trading bloc on January 31, 2020.
The main features of the agreement
 The UK-EU Trade and Cooperation Agreement, which came into force on January 1, 2021, retains the
‗zero tariffs‘ and quotas trade regime of the past on all imports of goods. It thus averts the potentially
catastrophic consequences for Britain of leaving the bloc without any agreement.
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A hard exit would have resulted in levies of 50% and higher and duties on dairy and food products,
besides tariffs on manufactured goods, as per World Trade Organization rates.
According to the U.K.‘s fiscal watchdog, the Office for Budget Responsibility, the current arrangement
could limit the potential economic impact from Brexit to a loss of 4% of the Gross Domestic Product
over the medium term, compared to a possible 6% reduction had there been no agreement.
Northern Ireland will continue to remain within EU jurisdiction, avoiding a hardening of its border with
the Republic of Ireland. On access for EU fisheries to British seas — a contentious issue — the
agreement ―recognises U.K. sovereignty over our fishing waters‖.

Hurdles for UK
 The latest agreement cannot shield Britain from a costly disruption to the frictionless trade flows during
the past 47 years of its EU membership, because of its decision to leave the EU‘s single market and
customs union.
 An exit from the customs union means the return of customs controls at the U.K. borders and checks on
rules of origin to prevent abuse of the zero-tariffs regime.
 The millions of customs declarations U.K. businesses will have to complete from now onwards are
estimated to cost around £7 billion annually, according to HM Revenue & Customs.
Role of European Union
 The U.K. is free to set its own standards on labour laws and environmental protection. Access to EU
markets could, however, be restricted and tariffs imposed wherever arbitrators rule that businesses have
been granted unfair advantage.
 London has succeeded in breaking free from the jurisdiction of EU law and the European Court of
Justice, which U.K. eurosceptics regard as an affront to national sovereignty.
 British and EU companies will be able to challenge state subsidies awarded to their rivals in relevant
national courts if they suspect any violation of common provisions set out in the agreement.
Exclusion of Services and its impact
 As the services sector accounts for about 80% of the U.K.‘s economy, the fallout from leaving it outside
the purview of the new accord will be hard.
 The agreement covers data flows in some areas of policing and law enforcement, while decisions on
personal data transmissions are to be dealt with separately. Given London‘s status as the premier global
financial hub, the exclusion of financial services from the agreement is likely to cause uncertainty.
 Both sides have reached an understanding that the terms of access to each other‘s markets would be
subject to a unilateral declaration by one party that the regulatory framework of the other was equivalent
to its own.
Future of Britain and the EU
 Ever since the 2016 referendum to quit the EU, European leaders have been unequivocal in their opinion
that any future relationship must entail huge costs of exit for the U.K., just as its 47-year membership of
the bloc brought vast benefits.
 In the four-and-a-half years since the vote, Brussels has largely achieved its overarching objective of
ensuring that Brexit does not set a precedent for other member states.
 Conversely, Britain may discover that striking pragmatic compromises is the way forward to protect
sovereignty and national self-interest. The latest agreement erects new barriers, rather than remove
existing ones, in trade ties between London and Brussels.
 This peculiar and unprecedented character of the deal, as Pascal Lamy, former head of the WTO
underscored, is a necessary and almost inevitable outcome of Brexit.
 Even so, this limited deal is better than a ―no deal‖ for both parties. It lays the foundation for a future
partnership between Brussels and London, based on the stringent terms imposed on Britain under the
2019 U.K. withdrawal agreement.
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Patent (Amendment) Rules, 2020
(Source: The Hindu )
Context: The central government recently published the Patent (Amendment) Rules, 2020, amending the
format of a statement that patentees and licensees are required to annually submit to the Patent Office
disclosing the extent to which they have commercially worked or made the patented inventions available to
the public in the country.
Disclosure of information
 In exchange of a 20-year patent monopoly granted to an inventor, India‘s patent law imposes a duty on
the patentee to commercially work the invention in India to ensure that its benefits reach the public.
 In fact, the purpose of granting patents itself is to not only encourage innovation but also ensure that the
inventions are worked in India and are made available to the public in sufficient quantity at reasonable
prices.
 A failure of this duty could trigger compulsory licensing or even subsequent revocation of the patent
under the Patents Act, 1970. Further, courts have refused an interim injunction in cases alleging
infringement of a patent which has not been worked in India.
 Thus, the information on the extent of the working of the invention in India is critical for the
effectiveness of these public interest measures provided by law to check abuse of patent monopoly (e.g.
excessive pricing or scare supply of the invention).
 Accordingly, section 146(2), a unique provision not found in patent laws of most other countries,
requires every patentee and licensee to submit to the Patent Office an annual statement explaining the
extent to which they have worked the invention in India.
 The disclosure is to be made in the Form 27 format as prescribed under the Patent Rules, 2003. This
statement is meant to help the Patent Office, potential competitors, etc. to determine whether the
patentee has worked the invention in India and made it sufficiently available to the public at reasonable
prices.
 Unfortunately, patentees and licensees as well as the Patent Office have blatantly disregarded this
statutory requirement. Also, there has been significant pressure from multinational corporations and the
United States government to do away with this requirement.
The PIL
 The recent amendment to the form was made pursuant to a PIL filed by Shamnad Basheer before the
Delhi High Court in 2015.
 The PIL brought to the Court‘s attention the rampant non-filing and defective filing of Form 27 by
patentees/licensees and sought a direction to the government to strictly enforce the patent working
disclosure rules and take action against the violators.
 The PIL also called for a reform of Form 27, arguing that the information it sought was grossly
insufficient to ascertain the extent of the working of the patent.
Dilution of disclosure
 The government acknowledged that the Form 27 format was problematic and provided an undertaking to
the court to effect appropriate amendments.
 The court accordingly disposed of the PIL in 2018, directing the government to complete the amendment
process within the timelines mentioned in the undertaking.
 However, in non-compliance of the court‘s order, the government published the amended form recently
after a delay of almost two years. More importantly, instead of strengthening the form, the amendment
has significantly weakened it further, thereby defeating the entire purpose of the amendment exercise.

www.theprayasindia.com/e-pathshala

info@theprayasindia.com

+91-7710013217 / 9892560176

The Prayas ePathshala
www.theprayasindia.com/e-pathshala/














Instead of calling for more elaborate details of the information already sought in the Form as suggested
in the PIL, the amended form has removed the requirement of submitting a lot of such important
information altogether, thus damaging the core essence of the patent working requirement and the Form
27 format.
The form now requires the patentees and licensees to provide only for the following information:
whether the patent has been worked or not; if the invention has been worked, the revenue or value
accrued in India from manufacturing and importing the invention into India; and if it has not been
worked, reasons for the same and the steps being taken towards working.
They are no longer required to provide any information in respect of the quantum of the invention
manufactured/imported into India, the licenses and sub-licenses granted during the year and the meeting
of public requirement at a reasonable price.
How will the data on merely the revenue/value accrued from manufacturing/importing the invention
enable one to determine the extent to which it has been worked and its public requirement has been met?
The most basic data required for this assessment is the quantum or the total units of the invention
manufactured/imported in India.
It is the disclosure of this data by Bayer in Form 27 that played a crucial role in grant of India‘s first
compulsory license to Natco for the anti-cancer drug Sorafenib/Nexavar. The deletion of the requirement
of its disclosure is thus shocking and defeats the very purpose of this Form.
The removal of the requirement of submitting any licensing information, including the disclosure of
even the existence of licenses (instead of seeking further details such as names of licensees/sub-licensees
and the broad terms of the licenses as suggested in the PIL), means that the patentees/licensees can just
self-certify that they‘ve worked the patent without having to support the claim with the data on how
they‘ve done so, including through licensing/sub-licensing the patent.
Further, the omission to mandate disclosure of details such as the price of the invention, its estimated
demand, the extent to which the demand has been met, details of any special schemes or steps
undertaken by the patentee to satisfy the demand, etc., as recommended in the PIL, makes it extremely
difficult to ascertain whether the invention has been made available to the public in sufficient quantity
and at an affordable price.

Impact on public interest
 To conclude, the government has significantly weakened the critical duty imposed by the law on
patentees/licensees to disclose patent working information, so much so that it has defeated the very
purpose of it.
 The lack of this information could prevent invocation of compulsory licensing and other public interest
measures in cases of patent abuse and make certain inventions inaccessible to the public.
 Such lack of accessibility in case of patented medicines could in turn have adverse consequences for
public health of the country.
 Therefore, the government must reconsider its amendments to the form taking into account the PIL
recommendations and re-amend it to restore as well as strengthen its spirit.

Impact of Nepal crisis on India
(Source: The Hindu Businessline )
Context: The crisis triggered by Prime Minister KP Sharma Oli‟s decision to dissolve the Nepalese
Parliament is a strong reminder for India to redefine its historic relationship tied in religion, culture and
assimilation.
What’s special about Nepal and India?
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Nepal is a unique country whose citizens can enrol into the Indian civil services as also the Army, which
bestows an honorary General‘s title to the Nepal Army Chief, a gesture that is reciprocated in equal
terms.
But the ongoing political turmoil with overt Chinese intervention signifies the evolution of a democratic
process in Nepal which had its genesis in the Indian freedom struggle but has now come into its own.
PM Oli‘s cartographic expansion of Nepal‘s territory last year with a new map that included disputed
territory with India symbolises a tendency among Nepalese politicians to use anti-India rhetoric as also
push their two powerful neighbours in covert manoeuvres for domestic political gains.
A clear instance of this trend is Oli‘s conversion of a challenge to his leadership into a larger ploy
involving India and China. Nepal‘s internal political processes are, therefore, significant to India‘s
strategic interests.

How did China encroach on India’s historic advantages?
 India‘s entrenched interests in Nepal suffered a setback in 2015, when a blockade at the borders ensued
following protests by Madhesis and some other ethnic groups against marginalisation of their interests in
the newly-passed Nepalese Constitution.
 The blockade, which Nepal accused India of facilitating, caused a humanitarian crisis in the landlocked
country that was already reeling from the effects of a powerful earthquake that killed nearly 9,000
people.
 Within a month of the lifting of the blockade, Oli visited Beijing and signed a transit agreement that
included access to Chinese ports and construction of rail links between the two countries.
 This signalled a scaling down of Nepal‘s heavy dependence on India. In the subsequent election, China
backed a merger of Oli‘s Communist Party of Nepal-Unified Marxist Leninist with the CPN-Maoist
Centre to form the Nepal Communist Party (NCP) which commanded a two-thirds majority in
Parliament.
 The NCP promoted an anti-India world-view which, alternatively, translated into increased engagement
with China not just through aid, infrastructural projects but also teaching Mandarin in Nepalese schools
and joint military exercises with the People‘s Liberation Army (PLA).
Why did the Nepalese PM dissolve Parliament?
 The power struggle between Oli and his co-chair in the ruling party, Pushpa Kamal Dahal aka
―Prachanda‖, escalated during the Covid-19 pandemic. Oli drummed up Nepalese nationalism on an
anti-India plank to counter his opponents.
 But the attacks were relentless, with Prachanda targeting him for isolating Nepal geopolitically on the
one hand and opposing Oli‘s approval of a $500-million Millennium Challenge Corporation (MCC)
initiative, on the other. The political crisis led Oli to dissolve Parliament, a decision that is being
challenged in the Supreme Court of Nepal.
 Since the dissolution, India has subtly contrasted its ostensibly hands-off approach, much appreciated in
Nepal, to the rather proactive engagement of the Chinese envoy Hou Yanqi.
 The Chinese have since abandoned Oli in their effort to save the ruling party from an inevitable split.
India, while ostensibly keeping distance, has cultivated Oli against Prachanda‘s attempts to form an
alternative coalition.
 While protests have continued in the streets against Oli‘s dissolution of Parliament, he is now believed to
be contemplating an alliance with the more India-friendly Nepali Congress because a new government
can still be formed by the majority of a single party or through a new coalition.
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GS III

Banking sector in 2021
(Source: The Hindu )
Context: After losses in two consecutive years, India‟s scheduled commercial banks turned profitable in
2019-20. State-run banks continued to bleed for the fifth year in a row, but their losses were much more
stifled. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) reckons that the first half of 2020-21 saw even greater
improvements in banks‟ vital statistics, with non-performing assets (NPAs) falling to 7.5% of outstanding
loans by September 2020. The RBI attributed this to the resolution of a few large accounts through the
introduction of the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) in 2016, and fresh slippages in loan accounts
dipping to just 0.74%.
When were NPAs at dangerously high levels?
 Over the course of 2019-20, India‘s banks were on the mend from a precarious position in March 2018,
when bad loans on their books peaked to over ₹10 lakh crore — around 11.5% of all loans.
 What former Chief Economic Adviser Arvind Subramanian had called India‘s ‗twin balance sheet
problem‘ in the Economic Survey for 2016-17, had sent banks down a slippery slope, beset by
dangerously high levels of non-performing assets.
 A large part of the problem started in the latter half of 2010s, as assumptions of persistently high
economic growth made several large corporates overzealous in their investment ambitions, thus overleveraging themselves in the process.
 And lenders, led by public sector banks, fuelled these plans through easy money on credit. The problem
was particularly acute in the infrastructure sector, where high-stakes bets on several projects unravelled
as growth (and demand) fizzled out following the global financial crisis of 2008.
 The stress from stretched corporate balance sheets infected banks‘ own books and underwhelmed their
capacity for fresh lending. This vicious cycle was interrupted to an extent by the IBC, which, along with
tighter recognition norms for bad loans, helped correct the course over time.
A decline in bad loans is good news. But is it the real picture?
 The problem is that the COVID-19 pandemic and the national lockdown enforced to curb its spread
upended businesses and revenue models across industries, just as it did in the rest of the world. But
unlike most of its peers, India‘s economy had been declining sharply even before the emergence of the
virus.
 The reason bad loans and insolvency proceedings have not surged as multiple businesses went kaput,
taking millions of employees with outstanding retail loans down with them, is the series of regulatory
forbearance steps taken by authorities to help them tide over this unprecedented crisis.
 Interest rates were cut after the onset of the pandemic, a moratorium was offered on loan instalments due
from borrowers, and liquidity was infused into the system to keep the wheels of the economy moving
without a further shock.
 At the same time, the invocation of the IBC was suspended for loans that went into default on or after
March 25, when the lockdown began. While this suspension has now been stretched till March 31, 2021,
a loan restructuring window for borrowers was closed in December 2020.
 Despite all this, life support in the form of adequate credit flows to some productive and COVID-19stressed sectors has been deficient, the central bank has said. More worryingly, the RBI believes that a
real picture of the state of borrowers‘ accounts (and consequently, the banking system in general, and the
economy at large), will emerge once these policy support measures are rolled back.
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Opinion of RBi
 Roughly translated, the central bank is simply repeating the famous Warren Buffet aphorism — ―Only
when the tide goes out do you discover who has been swimming naked‖. Monetary policy language is
more nuanced, of course.
 The modest GNPA ratio of 7.5% at end-September 2020 veils the strong undercurrent of slippage ... The
data on gross non-performing assets (GNPA) of banks are yet to reflect the stress, obscured under the
asset quality standstill with attendant financial stability implications - the central bank has noted in its
annual publication on trends and progress of banking in India released this week.
 Had the central bank‘s normal loan classification norms been followed instead of the COVID-19 relief
measures, bad loans would have been higher, the RBI has argued. ―Given the uncertainty induced by
COVID-19 and its real economic impact, the asset quality of the banking system may deteriorate
sharply, going forward,‖ the report stated.
 It has also warned about large-scale loan defaults looming over housing finance companies, which have
been hit by delays in completion of housing projects, cost overruns due to reverse migration of labourers,
and delayed investments by buyers in the affordable housing sector as incomes shrank and jobs were
lost.
 To make the banking sector healthy in the face of large-scale delinquencies and balance-sheet stress that
the ravages of the pandemic leave behind, it is critical to ―rewind various relaxations in a timely
manner‖, rein in loan impairment and ensure adequate capital infusion into banks, the RBI says. Experts
say more taxpayer money may be needed to shore up public sector banks.
India’s hopes
 Simply put, banks‘ ability to lend is critical for businesses and the economy to grow. A deluge of bad
loans impairs banks‘ ability and willingness to lend, as has been evident in bankers‘ aversion to risk in
recent years.
 It is safer to park their funds in government securities, and public sector banks, that have seen a surge in
deposits after the recent troubles at co-operative and private lenders like the PMC Bank, Yes Bank, and
now Lakshmi Vilas Bank, may prefer to do just that.
 Currency with public surged in response to the COVID-19 induced dash for cash while solvency issues
related to a private sector bank also brought about some reassignment of deposits. During 2020-21 so
far, deposits with PSBs grew at a higher pace than usual, partly reflecting perception of their safe haven
status. Latest data for November suggest a slight uptick in bank credit flows, but lending to industry as a
whole still shrank 0.7%.
 While several private lenders have raised buffer capital to offset shocks from potential loan defaults,
some large state-run lenders have announced plans to raise resources in a staggered manner, depending
on the prevailing market circumstances.
 Since public sector lenders still play a huge role in financing economic activity, it is important that they
raise additional capital from the market or from their majority-owner — the government — before the
stress ‗obscured‘ by the COVID-19 relief measures becomes apparent.
Way forward
 The central bank has said that the Financial Stability Report (FSR) — which should have been released
by now in the usual course of business — will be ―released shortly‖. This report shall present an updated
assessment of the gross NPAs and the capital adequacy of banks ―under alternate macro stress test
scenarios‖.
 Hence, its findings will be critical in determining how gloomy the situation really is. For now, as the
central bank has said, the restoration of the health of banking and non-banking financial sectors depends
on the revival of the real economy and how quickly the animal spirits of entrepreneurship return.
 The Union Budget for 2021-22, which is now just four weeks away, would be critical for banks on two
fronts — in what it does to revive demand and investments, and how much money it can promise to set
aside for recapitalising public sector banks in the coming year.
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Gender Gap in Agriculture
(Source: The Hindu )
Context: Eminent agriculture scientist M.S. Swaminathan once said, “Some historians believe that it was
women who first domesticated crop plants and thereby initiated the art and science of farming. While men
went out hunting in search of food, women started gathering seeds from the native flora and began
cultivating those of interest from the point of view of food, feed, fodder, fibre and fuel.”
A common misconception
 In India, whenever we talk about agriculture, we think of men as farmers. However, this is far from the
truth. According to the agricultural census, 73.2% of rural women are engaged in farming activities but
only 12.8% own landholdings. Due to cultural, social and religious forces, women have been denied
ownership of land.
 This stems from the perception that farming is a man‘s profession. The India Human Development
Survey reports that 83% of agricultural land in the country is inherited by male members of the family
and less than 2% by their female counterparts.
 Thus, women are mostly left without any title of land in their names and are excluded from the definition
of farmers. Besides, 81% of women agricultural labourers belong to Scheduled Castes, Scheduled
Tribes, and Other Backward Classes, so they also contribute to the largest share of casual and landless
labourers.
 The government too turns a blind eye to their problem of non-recognition and conveniently labels them
as ‗cultivators‘ or ‗agricultural labourers‘ but not ‗farmers‘. Without any recognition, women are
systematically excluded from all the benefits of government schemes.
 Moreover, they are not guaranteed the rights which they would otherwise be given if they were
recognised as farmers, such as loans for cultivation, loan waivers, crop insurance, subsidies or even
compensation to their families in cases where they commit suicide.
 Non-recognition as farmers is only one of their problems. As the Mahila Kisan Adhikaar Manch
(MAKAAM) notes, they have unequal access to rights over land, water and forests. There is gendered
access to support systems such as storage facilities, transportation costs, and cash for new investments or
for paying off old dues or for other services related to agricultural credit. There is also gendered access
to inputs and markets.
 Thus, despite their large contribution to the sector, women farmers have been reduced to a marginal
section, vulnerable to exploitation.
The farm laws
 Now they have a new worry: the farm laws. Since the government‘s policies never aimed to reduce
disparity or alleviate their distress, women farmers fear that the farm laws will further deepen gender
inequality in the sector.
 MAKAAM, in its statement, has highlighted several issues with the laws. The first is the lack of any
mention of MSP (minimum support price) that protects farmers from exploitation.
 It also highlights how women are barely in a position as empowered agents who can either understand or
negotiate (written) agreements with traders and corporate entities who are seeking to enter into
agreements with the farmers to purchase their produce or for other services.
 It is clear that farmers will have no bargaining power in the corporatisatisation of agriculture, where
corporates will decide the price with no safety net or adequate redressal mechanism for the farmers.
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Consequently, the small marginal and medium farmers will be forced to sell their land to big agrobusinesses and become wage labourers.
But while this struggle rages on, we must not forget the troubles of our women farmers. Perhaps that is
why they are at the front line of this protest — to remind us that they are too are farmers and have an
equal stake in this fight.

A solution to urban unemployment
(Source: The Hindu )
Context: More recent data from the Centre for Monitoring Indian Economy, however, point to a gradual
slowdown in employment recovery from the month of July, with the latest numbers pointing to a sharp rise
in the national unemployment rate from 6.51% in November to 9.06% for the month of December.
NREGA outlay
 For labour flocking back to rural India, employment support came in the form of an increased outlay for
the National Rural Employment Guarantee Scheme (NREGA), which witnessed a 243% increase in
person workdays.
 This increased dependency on NREGA, has seen the Rural Development Ministry spend nearly 90% of
its increased ₹86,4000 crore allocation by the month of November, while still being unable to fulfil
demands for nearly 13% of the 75 million households that demanded work.
 In several Indian cities however, shuttered businesses have meant that millions of workers have either
had to leave or have had to take up new forms of work, with some finding the burgeoning gig economy
to be their only source of employment. It is here that the Fairwork Foundation‘s annual review of
platform labour gains prominence.
The metrics used
 The report evaluates the well-being of gig workers on 11 digital platforms and does so by evaluating
them on five metrics of Fair Pay, Fair Conditions, Fair Contracts, Fair Management and Fair
Representation.
 In its findings however, only two firms (Urban Company and Flipkart) score greater than five (out of a
maximum of 10) while seven score only 2 or less. Most concerning perhaps, is the fact that the bottom of
the rankings are rounded off by India‘s four largest platform giants, namely, Uber, Ola, Swiggy and
Zomato.
 With no urban equivalent to the NREGA on the horizon, there must be an increased impetus on
evaluating, regulating and supporting new forms of employment that may currently be serving as an
informal safety net for those desperately in search of work.
 The first and most critical task at hand remains evaluation. Our current understanding of gig work and
workers remains constrained to the limited disclosures made by the platforms themselves. Furthermore,
with very few independent studies evaluating the scale and impact of these platforms, most regulators
continue to remain in the dark on basic questions surrounding platform labour.
 As of now there exists no authoritative estimate on the total number of gig workers in India, though the
centralised nature of the platforms, and the larger platform labour market should make the collating of
this data relatively straightforward for the Labour Ministry.
Issue of regulation
 The next step is significantly more sensitive and involves regulation. The reason for the sensitivity
primarily revolves around the varied nature of gig work. While some workers use these platforms as a
―side hustle‖, for others it continues to serve as a primary source of employment.
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This dynamic is further complicated by the risk of a one-size-fits-all regulatory strategy unintentionally
hurting the similar, yet distinct, market for highly skilled (and highly paid) freelancers, that continues its
rapid growth due to pandemic related full-time staff layoffs.
Perhaps a more viable strategy then would involve conditional government partnerships with platforms
under some of its flagship schemes. Here, the successful pilot of Swiggy‘s Street Food Vendors
programme under the PM SVANidhi, or PM Street Vendor‘s Atma Nirbhar Nidhi scheme, may prove to
be an illustrative example.
While Swiggy has announced the onboarding of 36,000 street food vendors onto the platform under the
scheme this month, it has also looked to ensure that each vendor is registered and certified by the Food
Safety and Standards Authority of India.
The simultaneous creation of jobs, alongside the voluntary adoption of quality standards is an example
of a mutually beneficial partnership between the state and a platform that creates jobs while incentivising
greater levels of compliance.

Urban employment
 Similar collaborations on urban employment, that require labour platforms to comply with disclosure
norms and worker compensation standards to access government support, could be one way for the
government to kill two birds with one stone.
 Current proposals for an Urban Employment Guarantee peg daily worker wages at approximately ₹300,
at a cost of ₹1-lakh crore to the exchequer.
 Collaborating with platforms to employ workers, would not only bring down costs significantly (for both
the state and their partners) but it would also create an environment where firms would be more likely to
cooperate with the state, as opposed to adopting an antagonistic position in what could prove to be a
long-winded legal battle.
Symbiotic ties
 As the new year rolls in, and India looks to convince the world that it has turned the corner on its
economic woes, it must look to step outside the box to tackle the challenge of urban unemployment.
 Limited fiscal space and a growing need to fuel the country‘s consumption base, must push the
government to build symbiotic relationships with new partners.
 With Industry 4.0 platforms absorbing increasing numbers of the urban workforce, evaluation,
collaboration, and regulation must be the government mantra.
 As the pandemic forces India to define its own understanding of the future of work, it falls upon the state
to ensure that this future is defined not only by the quantity of jobs it creates but also by the quality of
livelihoods they provide for .

Energy efficiency
(Source: The Hindu )
Context: India‟s residential electricity consumption is expected to at least double by 2030. As households
buy more electric appliances to satisfy their domestic needs, concerns about the ability of discoms to
provide reliable supply at affordable rates will also rise. Embracing energy efficiency can be a win-win
solution as this can bring down household energy bills and reduce discoms‟ financial stress.
Tryst with energy efficiency
 In recent years, India has seen significant adoption of energy-efficient appliances, especially those
covered under the mandatory labelling programme, according to the India Residential Energy Survey
conducted by the Council on Energy, Environment and Water and the Initiative for Sustainable Energy
Policy.
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The survey, covering nearly 15,000 households across 21 States, found that more than 75% of airconditioners and 60% of refrigerators used in Indian homes were star-labelled. Further, nearly 90% of
Indian homes used LED lamps or tubes.
However, there has been limited uptake of energy-efficient ceiling fans and televisions. While 90% of
homes use fans, only 3% have efficient fans. Similarly, 60% of our television stock comprises the big
old energy-guzzling CRT (cathode ray tube) models.
Desert coolers, used by 15% homes, are not even covered under the labelling programme. Significant
efficiency gains are also possible for other appliances like water pumps and induction cook stoves.

The way forward
 First, we need to improve the availability and affordability of energy-efficient appliances. For instance,
despite a voluntary labelling scheme since 2009, less than 5% of ceiling fans produced in India are starrated. While the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE) plans to bring ceiling fans under mandatory
labelling from 2022, the high upfront cost will be another barrier. At present, the most efficient fans cost
more than double the price of conventional models. We need innovative business models that can attract
manufacturers to produce efficient technology at scale and bring it within purchasing capacity.
 Second, India needs a nationwide consumer awareness campaign on energy efficiency. Only a fourth of
Indian households are currently aware of BEE‘s star labels. While awareness levels are high among
residents of metros and tier-1 cities, the majority in small towns and rural areas remain unaware. To
bridge this divide, we need a decentralised and consumer-centric engagement strategy. State
governments, discoms and retailers need to be at the forefront of our renewed efforts to create mass
awareness about energy efficiency.
 Finally, we need to monitor supply quality and changing consumption pattern on a real-time basis. As
discoms in India deploy smart meters, these must be used to measure actual savings and demonstrate the
benefits of energy-efficient devices to build consumer confidence. The smart metering network would
also be crucial for enforcing consumer rights rules.
 India has tasted success in recent years by embracing energy efficiency. The government‘s UJALA
scheme transformed the market for LED bulbs, while also helping India reduce its annual carbon
emissions by nearly 82 million tonnes. A similar focus towards other energy-efficient appliances would
allow India to ensure 24x7 power for all.

GS IV

Ethics of Vaccine Trials
(Source: The Hindu )
Context: While the recent results of successful vaccine trials are a cause for celebration, these successes
ought to be coupled with transparency in information and communication for vaccine production to
translate into vaccination.
Clinical trials
 Clinical trials employ various scientific methodologies to test novel drugs and vaccines on human
participants and ascertain whether such drugs are safe and effective against a particular disease. They are
probably the most important inventions that help us develop drugs and vaccines against diseases.
 Furthermore, it is the human subjects who are at the heart of these trials more than the trial investigators
or sponsors. It is because of clinical trials that we know now that hydroxychloroquine and convalescent
plasma do not reduce mortality due to COVID-19, and that steroids save the lives of COVID-19 patients.
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More than being a scientific methodology, clinical trials are a method of human cooperation. The
sanctity of this cooperation rests on a tacit understanding of trust; integrity; agreed upon ethical and
moral norms; and, most importantly, care and respect for, consent of, and fair compensation to the
participants. It is this cooperation that allows trials across countries and ensures that the results of a study
in one part of the world can be reasonably applied to other countries.
The coercive attempt to falsify a study participant‘s claims and intimidate him or her violates the agreed
upon rules of clinical trials, jeopardises the whole process, and puts a question mark on the validity of
the particular trial.
In order to protect human subjects from harm in clinical trials, multiple checks and balances are put in
place such as the formation of a data and safety monitoring board, institutional ethics committees, and
regulatory bodies for clinical trials such as the Central Drugs Standard Control Organisation in India.
These same regulatory bodies had failed to protect the rights of HPV vaccine study participants in India
in 2007, leading to the death of seven girls in the HPV vaccine study.

Maintaining silence
 While the study sponsor, Serum Institute, which has financial interest in the COVID-19 vaccine, has
made multiple statements about the neurological injury to the study participant, these regulatory bodies
and committees have remained silent.
 By doing so, they give the impression that they are not independent and are failing in their duty of
ensuring the safety of research participants. It is not only the bodies in India which have maintained a
silence, but also other important international stakeholders.
 AstraZeneca, which has promised not to profit from the vaccine during the pandemic, is the original
developer of the vaccine in association with Oxford University.
 The Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, leading advocates for all major vaccines across the globe,
which had the vision of increasing both accessibility and availability of Covishield by funding and
encouraging the U.K. group to set up an advance collaboration with Serum Institute, failed to make a
statement.
 Likewise, it seems Gavi, the vaccine alliance, and the World Health Organization have also chosen to
remain silent publicly.
The Indian Scenario
 The two COVID-19 vaccines — Covishield and Covaxin — tested and manufactured in India by the
Pune-based Serum Institute and Hyderabad-based Bharat Biotech, respectively, could have played a vital
role in ending the pandemic in the country.
 However, the regulator‘s haste and lack of transparency in approving the vaccines for ―restricted‖ use do
not inspire confidence. The regulator did not wait for sufficient safety and efficacy data to be collected
and did not share information about the clinical trials before granting approval.
 Transparency is vital for gaining people‘s trust so that they don‘t hesitate to take the vaccine. However,
the conduct of the Indian regulator in no way helps in building trust in vaccines.
 If there is already some degree of apprehension about the safety and efficacy of COVID-19 vaccines,
given the rushed manner in which the trials have been conducted, the opaque nature of the approval
process has done little to mitigate such concerns.
 Contrast this with the manner in which the U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and the U.K.
regulator approved COVID-19 vaccines. The FDA had a live telecast of the advisory committee‘s
examination of Pfizer‘s and Moderna‘s vaccine data before granting emergency use authorisation
(EUA).
 It also made the detailed briefing document of the clinical trial of each vaccine and its assessment public.
The U.K. regulator also made the assessment of the two vaccines — by Pfizer and AstraZeneca —
publicly available.
 The phase-2/3 trial of Covishield was carried out on 1,600 participants and was intended to study only
safety and immunogenicity, as the details available on the clinical trial registry indicate. According to
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the informed consent document made available to trial participants, safety was to be tested on 1,200
participants and immunogenicity on 400 individuals. The trial did not study the efficacy of the vaccine.
Approving Covishield based on safety and immunogenicity data from the trial in India and efficacy data
from the U.K. might be sufficient for emergency use. But it is imperative that Serum Institute collects
efficacy data from the Indian trial before seeking full approval.
Though no published data are available, the U.K. regulator has found some evidence that efficacy
improves when the second dose of the AstraZeneca vaccine is delayed. Accordingly, it has
recommended that the second dose be administered 4-12 weeks after the first.
Serum Institute has wasted an opportunity to test the protection offered by the first dose and determine
the efficacy of a delayed second dose and the best time to administer it. It is now for the government to
decide, without evidence, the timing of the second dose.
In the case of Covaxin, the phase-3 trial began in mid-November 2020. Since the second dose is
administered 28 days after the first, the median follow-up after the second dose would have been just a
few days and that too from a very small number of participants.
In short, the approval for ―restricted‖ use granted to Covaxin was not based on any efficacy data. What
level of protection is offered by the vaccine and whether it protects against severe disease and prevents
infection and transmission are all not known.
By giving approval to Covaxin without data on its efficacy, the Indian regulator has joined the ranks of
China and Russia. When the Chinese regulator approved CanSino Biologics‘s vaccine that had not
undergone a phase-3 trial, it at least limited its use for the military. In mid-November, three months after
approval, Russia‘s claim of 92% efficacy for Sputnik V was based on a review of just 20 COVID-19
cases.
Also, the assertion that Covaxin will protect people against the new variant of the virus is not backed by
evidence. No efficacy data against any SARS-CoV-2 virus strain are currently available.
What makes the approval for Covaxin all the more galling is the explicit permission to administer the
vaccine in a ―clinical trial mode‖.
This is nothing but a large-scale phase-3 clinical trial carried out on people belonging to the four priority
groups consenting to receive the vaccine. The following remain unknown: how informed the informed
consent will be, who is going to inform the recipients about the intricacies of the ―trial‖, how well the
―participants‖ are going to be monitored, and how the efficacy will be determined in the absence of a
control arm.
Nine global vaccine manufacturers issued a joint pledge last September that they would not seek
premature approval from regulatory authorities. Bharat Biotech‘s haste in seeking approval stands in
contrast. The Indian regulator had earlier stipulated that at least 50% efficacy is necessary to grant EUA.
Compare this with the manner in which the FDA upheld the sanctity of the approval process. Despite
pressure from U.S. President Donald Trump to make vaccines available before election day, the FDA
made it clear that it would require phase-3 data with a ―median follow-up duration of at least two months
after completion of the full vaccination regimen to assess a vaccine‘s benefit-risk profile‖.
The FDA also said EUA would be granted only ―based on data from a phase-3 trial that demonstrates the
vaccine‘s safety and efficacy in a clear and compelling manner‖.

A lost opportunity
 While daily fresh cases and deaths have been increasing sharply in the U.S., the new variant that has
been spreading rapidly in the U.K. has been causing havoc. In India, on the other hand, the number of
daily fresh cases and deaths has been steadily dropping since mid-September. The companies and the
regulator should therefore have taken advantage of the situation here to ensure that EUA is backed by
data.
 Not only has India squandered a great opportunity to collect robust data and build trust in COVID-19
vaccines but has also set the stage to potentially reverse decades of hard work in building vaccine
confidence. In 2019, a single mistake in preparing the measles, mumps, and rubella injection that led to
the deaths of two infants in Samoa led to a sharp drop in vaccine uptake and a measles outbreak there.
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In India, a December 2018 study in 121 districts that have higher rates of unimmunised children found
that 24% of children did not get vaccinated due to apprehension about adverse effects. If there is vaccine
hesitancy among the four high-risk groups which will get vaccinated on priority, the companies and the
regulator have themselves to blame.

Way forward
 Vaccination as a science has come a long way. We have been able to eradicate smallpox and we are
close to eradicating polio simply due to the effective use of vaccines. Millions of lives are saved by the
simple act of timely vaccination.
 However, vaccine hesitancy is on the rise, and diseases like measles and whooping cough are coming
back in epidemic proportions as vaccination rates drop. The claims and counterclaims and lack of
transparency around Covishield threaten public faith in a life-saving, simple, cost-effective intervention.
 The reputation or fiscal health of one institution is not worth a setback to the idea of immunisation even
if the institution in question is one of the largest suppliers of vaccines across the globe.
 The very act of developing and testing a vaccine in less than a year since the emergence of COVID-19, a
novel viral pathogen, is revolutionary. This has changed the way we look at vaccine science, timelines,
and policies.
 As responsible healthcare providers, we want a vaccine, we want this pandemic to end, and we want to
return to a normal life but not at the cost of the safety of study participants. We want a vaccine which is
rooted in integrity, transparency, respect for study participants, and agreed upon ethical standards.
 It is urged to the regulatory bodies, ethics committees and international stakeholders to not overlook this
as a singular event. Ignoring this one event is a slippery slope which may set us back in our fight against
COVID-19.
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Current Affairs Quiz
1. The applications of nano-technology in agriculture sector include which of the following?
1. Delivery of pesticides, fertilizers and other agrochemicals more efficiently
2. Monitoring soil conditions and crop growth
3. Detection of animal and plant pathogens
4. Delivery of growth hormones in a controlled manner
Select the correct answer code:
a) 1, 3 and 4 only
b) 1, 2 and 3 only
c) 2, 3 and 4 only
d) 1, 2, 3 and 4
Answer: d)
2. Which the following statement/s is/are correct regarding Majuli Island.
1. Majuli Island is the world‘s largest fully habituated river island located in the Brahmaputra River.
2. It became the first island to be made a district in India.
3. Majuli is the abode of the Assamese neo-Vaishnavite culture.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1, 2 and 3
b) 1 and 3 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 1 and 2 only
Answer: a)
3. The Global Environment Facility serves as a ―financial mechanism‖ to which of these conventions?
1. Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD)
2. Stockholm Convention on Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs)
3. UN Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD)
4. Minamata Convention on Mercury
Select the correct answer code:
a) 1, 2 and 3 only
b) 2, 3 and 4 only
c) 1, 3 and 4 only
d) All of the above
Answer: d)
4. Which of the following countries are not the members of Association of South East Asian Nations
(ASEAN)?
1. Vietnam
2. Thailand
3. Malaysia
4. Papua New Guinea
5. Laos
Select the correct answer code:
a) 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 4 only
d) 4 and 5 only
Answer: c)
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Members: Indonesia, Philippines, Vietnam, Thailand, Myanmar, Malaysia, Cambodia, Laos, Singapore and
Brunei. Observers are East Timor and Papua New Guinea.
5. Consider the following statements regarding Bird flu.
1. It is a highly contagious viral disease caused by Influenza Type A viruses.
2. Bird flu can be spread through their droppings while flying.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: c)
6. Global Competitiveness Index, sometimes seen in news is published by
a) World Bank
b) World Trade Organisation
c) World Economic Forum
d) International Monetary Fund
Solution: c)
7. Consider the following statements with respect to Geo Engineering
1. It is a deliberate, large-scale intervention carried out in the Earth‘s natural systems to reverse the
impacts of climate change.
2. LOHAFEX an ocean iron fertilization experiment is one of the geo-engineering initiative of India.
Which of the statement/s given above is/are correct?
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Answer : c
8. Which of the following statement/s is/are correct with respect to Aurangabad City
1. Aurangabad was built in 1610 by Malik Ambar of the Nijamshahi dynasty.
2. It was renamed Aurangabad by Mughal emperor Aurangzeb when he made it his capital.
Select the correct answer Code:
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Answer : c
9. Which of the following statement/s is/are incorrect with respect to Natural Gas
1. It is a fossil fuel source consisting primarily of methane, and cleanest among all the available fossil
fuels.
2. It occurs abundantly in the gondwana beds, where dharwars are famous for petroleum.
Select the correct answer code:
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Answer : b
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Union government has recently inaugurated Liquefied Natural Gas (LNG) Regasification Terminal at
Kochi (Kerala) which extends to Mangaluru (Dakshina Kannada district, Karnataka).
A huge mass of India's natural gas production comes from the western offshore regions, particularly the
Mumbai High complex. Gondwana is famous for coal fields not natural gas, where Dharwar (Karnataka)
has other minerals like iron, manganese not petrol.

10. Consider the following statements with respect to Trans Fat
1. It is a major contributor to the rise in non-communicable diseases in India like Cardiovascular
disease, Diabetes, etc.
2. In India the amount of trans fatty acids (TFA) in oils and fats to 3% for 2021 and 2% by 2022 from
the current permissible limit of 5%.
Which of the statements given above is/are incorrect?
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Answer : d
 Trans Fat is a food toxin which present in partially hydrogenated vegetable oils, baked and fried foods.
 Trans Fat or trans-fatty acids are a form of unsaturated fat which come in both natural and artificial
forms.
 Trans Fats also contribute to insulin resistance and thus elevate the risk of developing type 2 diabetes.
 Recently, the Food Safety & Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) has made an amendment to the Food
Safety and Standards (Prohibition and Restriction on Sales) Regulations citing reduction in Trans fatty
acid levels.
 The FSSAI‘s revised regulation on trans-fat applies to edible refined oils, Vanaspati (partially
hydrogenated oils), margarine, bakery shortenings, and other mediums of cooking such as vegetable fat
spreads and mixed fat spreads.
11. Shoolpaneshwar Wild Life Sanctuary is located in which state?
a. Madhya Pradesh
b. Gujarat
c. Rajasthan
d. Uttar Pradesh
Answer : b
12. Grand Renaissance Dam is located across which of the following river?
a. Yarlung Zangbo, Tibet
b. Mekong River, China
c. Xingu River, Brazil
d. Blue Nile, Ethiopia
Answer : d
13. Which of the following statement/s is/are correct with respect to India Report on Longitudinal Ageing
Study of India (LASI)
1. It is a full–scale national survey of scientific investigation of the health, economic, and social
determinants and consequences of population ageing in India.
2. The study was undertaken by the National Programme for Health Care of Elderly, Ministry of Health
& Family Welfare.
Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
www.theprayasindia.com/e-pathshala

info@theprayasindia.com

+91-7710013217 / 9892560176

The Prayas ePathshala
www.theprayasindia.com/e-pathshala/

c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Answer : c
14. Consider the following statements with respect to Goldilocks Zone
1. It refers to a habitable zone around a star, where it is not too hot and not too cold for liquid water to
exist on the surface of surrounding planets.
2. Earth is in the Sun‘s Goldilocks zone.
Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Answer : c
15. Consider the following statements with respect to Whale Shark
1. Whale Sharks are ‗Critically Endangered‘ species under IUCN Red list.
2. In India largest whale shark aggregation is in Gujarat and the only aggregation along east coast is in
Andhra Pradesh.
Which of the above statement/s is/are correct?
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Answer : b
Whale Shark
 It is an ‗endangered‘ species under IUCN, and are protected under the Wildlife Protection Act.
16. Which of the following statement/s is/are incorrect with respect to Vertical and Horizontal Reservations?
1. Reservation for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and Other Backward Classes is referred to as
horizontal reservation.
2. Vertical reservation refers to the equal opportunity provided to other categories of beneficiaries such
as women, veterans, PWD, transgender, etc.
Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Answer : c
 Reservation for Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes, and Other Backward Classes is referred to as
vertical reservation.
 Horizontal reservation refers to the equal opportunity provided to other categories of beneficiaries such
as women, veterans, the transgender community, and individuals with disabilities, cutting through the
vertical categories.
17. Which of the following statement/s is/are correct with respect to Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS)?
1. BIS is the National Standard Body of India, established through an Act of Parliament.
2. Union Minister of Consumer Affairs, Food and Public Distribution is the President of Governing
Council of BIS.
Select the correct answer code:
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
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c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Answer : c
18. Consider the following statements with respect to Basaveshwara:
1. He is the founder of Lingayatism, a shaivite hindu religious tradition.
2. He established the religious parliament called Anubhava Mantapa.
3. The followers of Basavanna led a reform movement through Vachana literature.
Which of the above statement/s is/are correct?
a. 1 and 2 only
b. 2 and 3 only
c. 1 and 3 only
d. All of the above
Answer : d
19. Which of the following statement/s is/are correct with respect to Blue economy?
1. It consists of economic activities dependent on marine resources, which comprises 35% of India‘s
GDP.
2. PM-Mastya Sampada Yojana aims at enhancing fish production by an additional 70 lakh tonne by
2024-25.
Select the correct answer code:
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Answer : b
Blue economy
 It comprises 4.1% of India‘s economy.
20. Consider the following statements with respect to Judicial Review in India:
1. There is no separate provision for judicial review in the Indian Constitution but it is an integral part
of it.
2. Article 13 provides for Judicial Review of pre-constitutional as well as post- constitutional laws.
Which of the statement/s given above is/are correct?
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Answer : c
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