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Prelims
NATIONAL

Harike Wetland
(Source: THe Hindu )
Context: Winter migratory water birds using the central Asian flyway have started making a beeline to
Punjab‘s Harike wetland, offering a delight for bird lovers.
What are wetlands?
 Wetlands are areas where water is the primary factor controlling the environment and the associated
plant and animal life. They occur where the water table is at or near the surface of the land, or where the
land is covered by water.
 Wetlands are defined as: "lands transitional between terrestrial and aquatic eco-systems where the water
table is usually at or near the surface or the land is covered by shallow water".
Types of Wetlands
 Coastal Wetlands: Coastal wetlands are found in the areas between land and open sea that are not
influenced by rivers such as shorelines, beaches, mangroves and coral reefs. A good example is the
mangrove swamps found in sheltered tropical coastal areas.
 Shallow lakes and ponds: These wetlands are areas of permanent or semi-permanent water with little
flow. They include vernal ponds, spring pools, salt lakes and volcanic crater lakes.
 Marshes: These are periodically saturated, flooded, or ponded with water and characterized by
herbaceous (non-woody) vegetation adapted to wet soil conditions. Marshes are further characterized as
tidal marshes and non-tidal marshes.
 Swamps: These are fed primarily by surface water inputs and are dominated by trees and shrubs.
Swamps occur in either freshwater or saltwater floodplains.
 Bogs: Bogs are waterlogged peatlands in old lake basins or depressions in the landscape. Almost all
water in bogs comes from rainfall.
 Estuaries: The area where rivers meet the sea and water changes from fresh to salt can offer an
extremely rich mix of biodiversity. These wetlands include deltas, tidal mudflats and salt marshes.
About Harike Wetland
 Harike Wetland also known as "Hari-ke-Pattan", with the Harike Lake in the deeper part of it, is the
largest wetland in northern India in the border of Tarn Taran Sahib district and Ferozepur district of the
Punjab state in India.
 The wetland and the lake were formed by constructing the headworks across the Sutlej river in 1953.
The headworks is located downstream of the confluence of the Beas and Sutlej rivers just south of
Harike village.
 The rich biodiversity of the wetland which plays a vital role in maintaining the precious hydrological
balance in the catchment with its vast concentration of migratory fauna of waterfowls including a
number of globally threatened species (stated to be next only to the Keoladeo National Park near
Bharatpur) has been responsible for the recognition accorded to this wetland in 1990, by the Ramsar
Convention, as one of the Ramasar sites in India, for conservation, development and preservation of the
ecosystem.
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This man-made, riverine, lacustrine wetland spreads into the three districts of Tarn Taran Sahib,
Ferozepur and Kapurthala in Punjab and covers an area of 4100 ha.
Conservation of this wetland has been given due importance, since 1987–88, both by the Ministry of
Environment and Forests, Government of India and the Punjab State Government (through its several
agencies), and over the years several studies and management programmes have been implemented.

Sikhs For Justice
(Source: Indian Express )
Context: From actors to singers and farm activists to journalists, the National Investigation Agency (NIA)
has issued summons to over 40 persons in connection with a case registered against the US-based Sikhs for
Justice (SFJ) in mid-December, inviting the ire of farm organisations who claim the government is targeting
individuals opposing the three farm laws.
What is Sikhs for Justice?
 Sikhs for Justice (SFJ) formed in 2007, is a US-based group seeking a separate homeland for Sikhs — a
―Khalistan‖ in Punjab. SFJ legal advisor Gurpatwant Singh Pannun, a law graduate from Panjab
University and currently an attorney at law in the US, is the face of SFJ and its legal adviser.
 Panun had launched the secessionist Sikh Referendum 2020 campaign, an initiative that eventually
became defunct. He was among the nine individuals designated as ―terrorists‖ by the Union Ministry of
Home Affairs last July.
 ‗Referendum 2020‘, claimed it wanted to ―liberate Punjab from Indian occupation‖. In Pannun‘s words,
―SFJ in its London Declaration (in August 2018) had announced to hold the first-ever non-binding
referendum among the global Sikh community on the question of secession from India and reestablishing Punjab as an independent country.‖
 However, its London declaration even got little traction.

Buddhist Circuit
(Source: PIB )
Context: Ministry of Tourism organises ‗DekhoApnaDesh‘ Webinar on ―Exploring Buddhist Circuit by
Train‖.
What is a Tourist Circuit?
 A Tourist Circuit is defined as a route having at least three major tourist destinations which are distinct
and apart.
 Circuits should have well-defined entry and exit points. A tourist who enters should get motivated to
visit most of the places identified in the circuit.
 A Circuit could be confined to a State or could be a regional circuit covering more than one State/Union
Territory. These circuits may have one dominant theme and other sub-themes.
What is the Buddhist Circuit?
 The Buddhist circuit includes the most important pilgrimage destinations for Buddhist tourists.
 The development of the Buddhist Circuit is a part of the Swadesh Darshan Scheme announced by the
Government of India in 2014 which encompasses the development of theme-based tourist circuits. Know
in detail about the Swadesh Darshan Scheme on the link provided here.
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India is home to seven of the eight Buddhist sites, yet receives less than 1% of the Buddhist pilgrims in
the world.
 The Buddhist circuit as envisioned by the ministry of tourism includes Kapilavastu and Lumbini
(Buddha‘s birthplace) in Nepal, Shravasthi, Sarnath, Kushinagar, Rajgir, Vaishali, and Bodhgaya in
India.
 Lumbini
 Lumbini in Nepal is believed to the place where Queen Maya gave birth to Siddhartha (Buddha) in
563 BC. It is a UNESCO world heritage site.
 Kapilavastu
 Located in southern Nepal, Kapilavastu was the capital of the Shakyas where Siddhartha lived with
his parents until he renounced his family life and left the palace at the age of 29.
 Shravasthi
 Located by the Rapti River in Uttar Pradesh, the ancient city of Shravasti was the capital of Kosala.
This is believed to be the place where Buddha spent fourteen Chaturmasas, a holy period of four
months. Shravasthi is home to many old viharas and stupas associated with the enlightened one.
 Sarnath
 The place where Buddha gave his first sermon after attaining enlightenment is the city of Sarnath
located on the confluence of river Gomathi and Ganges in Uttar Pradesh.
Kushinagar
 Kushinagar is the place where Buddha is believed to have attained Parinirvana and is located in Uttar
Pradesh.
 Rajgir
 Rajgir is the place where the first Buddhist council was held. He is believed to have delivered many
of his sermons during his 12-year stay.
 Vaishali
 Vaishali is the place where Buddha preached his last sermon before his death in 483 BC. The second
Buddhist council was held here in 383 BC.
 Bodhgaya
 Bodhgaya is a sacred pilgrim place for Buddhists as it is the place where Buddha attained
enlightenment under the Bodhi tree. The Mahabodhi temple tree is a UNESCO world heritage site.
 The plan aims at offering world-class facilities to lure the Buddhist pilgrims to India, which will give
a tremendous boost to the tourism revenue and employment in India.
Other Circuits
 Many other circuits are announced by the Ministry of Tourism under the Swadesh Darshan Scheme
for development and promotion of tourist sites. The table below enlists the names of other tourist
circuits.
1. Coastal Circuit
2. Desert circuit
3. Eco Circuit
4. Heritage Circuit
5. Himalayan Circuit
6. North-East Region Circuit
7. Krishna Circuit
8. Ramayana circuit
9. Sufi Circuit
10. Rural Circuit
11. Spiritual Circuit
12. Wild Life Circuit
13. Tirthankara Circuit
14. Tribal Circuit
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Sushruta
(Source: PIB )
Context: Dr. Harsh Vardhan dedicates the new Burns and Plastic Surgery Block of AIIMS Delhi to
Sushruta,―The Father of Plastic Surgery‖
Who was Sushruta?
th
th
 Sushruta (c. 7 or 6 century BCE) was a physician in ancient India known today as the ―Father of
Indian Medicine‖ and ―Father of Plastic Surgery‖ for inventing and developing surgical procedures.
 His work on the subject, the Sushruta Samhita (Sushruta‘s Compendium) is considered the oldest text
in the world on plastic surgery and is highly regarded as one of the Great Trilogy of Ayurvedic Medicine
(the other two being the Charaka Samhita, which preceded it, and the Astanga Hridaya, which followed
it).
Contributions of Sushruta:
 The Sushruta Samhita documented the aetiology of more than 1,100 diseases, the use of hundreds of
medicinal plants, and instructions for performing scores of surgical procedures – including three types of
skin grafts and reconstruction of the nose.
 Sushruta‘s treatise provides the first written record of a forehead flap rhinoplasty, a technique still used
today to reconstruct a nose.
 He was one of the first people in human history to suggest that a student of surgery should learn about
the human body and its organs by dissecting a dead body.
 In the eighth century CE, Sushruta Samhita was translated into Arabic as ‗Kitab Shah Shun al-Hindi‘
and ‗Kitab-I-Susurud.‘
 The first European translation of Sushruta Samhita was published by Hessler in Latin and in German by
Muller in the early 19th century; the complete English literature was done by Kaviraj Kunja Lal
Bhishagratna in three volumes in 1907 in Calcutta.

The Risa
(Source: Indian Express )
Context: Tripura Chief Minister Biplab Kumar Deb has of late made it his style statement to sport the Risa,
a customary handwoven cloth used by Tripura‘s indigenous tribal communities. The trend has picked up on
social media with people posting their photos with the Risa.
What is a Risa?
 Risa is one of the three parts of a customary Tripuri female attire, the other two being the Rignai and
Rikutu.
 The Risa, which is essentially a customary handwoven cloth, is used as a head gear, stole, female upper
cloth or presented to honour a distinguished recipient.
 The Rignai is primarily used to cover lower part of the body and literally translates into ‗to wear‘.
 The Rituku covers the upper half of the body, wrapping it all around. However, it is also used like a
‗chunri‘ or a ‗pallu‘ of the Indian saree. It is also used to cover the head of newly married Tripuri
women.
 Apart from its beautiful designs, the Risa plays a host of crucial social utilities. Adolescent Tripuri girls
are first given risa to wear when she reaches 12-14 years in an event called Risa Sormani. The event
involves prayers to a Lampra god, where her elder women pray for her wellbeing throughout her life.
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Risa is primarily used as a breastcloth and is wove in different colourful designs. However, it is also
used in religious festivals like the Garia Puja, a customary festival of the tribal communities, or as a head
turban by male folks during weddings and festivals, as a cummerbund over dhoti, head scarf by young
girls and boys, muffler during winters. The cloth is even used as a makeshift baby carrier on the
mother‘s back.

History
 The complete Tripuri attire is claimed to have originated even before the Manikya kings‘ rule. In the
ancient days, they used to judge a woman‘s intelligence in these communities by her woven Rignai and
Risa designs.
 Though the history is contested, Maharaj Trilochana, aka Subhrai Raja — one of the early Manikya
kings — is said to have invented nearly 250 designs of Rignai during his time for his 250 wives.
 Hundreds of years down the line, the fabric is undergoing rapid changes now, especially due to the fierce
competition with power-loom manufactured products available at cheaper rates in the market.
 Risa comes in vivid, multi-coloured designs and the skill is handed down through generations as visual
lessons. However, most of the designs were lost with the passage of time and only a few remain now.

Dragon Fruit
(Source: Indian Express )
Context: Gujarat Chief Minister Vijay Rupani has said that the state proposes to rename dragon fruit as
‗Kamalam‘. Dragon fruit ―does not sound appropriate‖, Rupani said; Kamalam was apt because the
characteristic fuchsia ‗spikes‘ or ‗petals‘ of the fruit recall a lotus in bloom.
What is dragon fruit?
 Dragon fruit is the fruit of a species of wild cactus indigenous to South and Central America, where it is
called pitaya or pitahaya. The fruit‘s flesh is usually white or red — although there is a less common
yellow pitaya too — and is studded with tiny seeds rather like the kiwifruit.
 The world‘s largest producer and exporter of dragon fruit is Vietnam, where the plant was brought by the
French in the 19th century. The Vietnamese call it thanh long, which translates to ―dragon‘s eyes‖,
believed to be the origin of its common English name.
 Dragon fruit is also cultivated in — apart from its native Latin America — Thailand, Taiwan, China,
Australia, Israel, and Sri Lanka.
 It was brought to India in the 1990s, and is grown in Karnataka, Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra,
Gujarat, Odisha, West Bengal, Andhra Pradesh, and Andaman and Nicobar Islands. It grows in all kinds
of soil, and does not require much water.

Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana
(Source: PIB )
Context: PM to release financial assistance to over 6 lakh beneficiaries in UP under Pradhan Mantri
Awaas Yojana – Gramin.
What is Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana?
 Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana was launched with the aim to provide housing at an affordable price to the
weaker sections of the society, lower income group people, urban poor, and rural poor.
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The Yojana involves a construction of around 20 million houses at an affordable price by March 31,
2022. The scheme is getting financial assistance of USD 31 billion from the Central Government.
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana has two components:
1. Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana Urban (PMAY-U)
2. Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana Gramin (PMAY-G)
The scheme is also linked with other schemes like:
o Swachh Bharat Abhiyan which aims at reducing open defecation by constructing in-house toilets and
community-owned toilets and aims to maintain cleanliness around the streets, roads, and houses
o Saubhagya Yojana which aims at providing electricity connection
o Ujjwala Yojana which aims at providing LPG Gas connection
o Accessibility of pure drinking water
o Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan Yojana which aims at opening a zero balance account and spreading
banking facilities to each and every person in the society.

Components of Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana
o In-Situ Redevelopment of slums using land as a resource, with the participation of the private sector.
This mission aims at leveraging the potential of land under slum areas and providing formal urban
establishments to slum dwellers.
o Credit Linked Subsidy – Under this scheme, the government will provide an interest subsidy of 6.5%
on housing loans for 15 years from the start of the loan, which will make housing affordable. The Net
Present Value (NPV) of the interest subsidy will be calculated at a discount rate of 9%. The loan amount
of Rs 6 lakhs is only applicable for the credit-linked subsidy scheme and any amount beyond Rs 6 lakh
does not attract any subsidy. The lending institutions will directly credit the interest subsidy to the
beneficiaries‘ accounts which will result in reduced Equated Monthly Installment (EMI) and reduced
housing loan amount.
o Affordable Housing in Partnership (AHP) – In partnership with the Public and Private sector,
affordable housing will be provided to the economically weaker sections. The States or Union
Territories, either with different agencies or in partnership with different industries can plan affordable
housing projects.
o Enhancement and construction of beneficiary led house – Under this component, the beneficiaries
who are not able to avail the advantages of the above three components will be benefited. This mission
provides assistance to families of EWS category to construct new houses or enhance the existing houses
on their own to cover the beneficiaries. Under this mission, families will get a central assistance of Rs
1.50 lakh to enhance their existing houses or construct new houses. Under the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana, the houses will be constructed with eco-friendly technology and preference will be given to old
and disabled while allotting ground floors.
About the Pradhan Mantri Awaas Yojana – Gramin (PMAY-G):
 The PMAY-G scheme was launched in 2016 with an aim to provide a pucca house, with basic amenities,
to all houseless householders and those households living in kutcha and dilapidated houses, by 2022.
 Amenities include water, gas, toilet and electricity supply in all the households.
 Under the PMAY-G, houses are being constructed using new technologies.
 Time for construction of houses under the scheme has reduced to 114 days from 314 days in 2015-16
due to use of direct benefit transfer (DBT) platform.
 Under PMAY, the minimum size of a house has also been increased to 25 square meters.
 Identification of beneficiaries is as per the housing deprivation parameters and exclusion criteria
prescribed under Socio-Economic Caste Census (SECC) 2011 after due verification by Gram Sabha.
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Parakram Diwas
(Source: PIB )
Context: Government announces 23rd January to be celebrated as ‗PARAKRAM DIWAS‘ every year.
Details:
 The government announced that Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose‘s birth anniversary on January 23 will be
marked as ―Parakram Diwas (Courage Day)‖.
 Both the Centre and the Bengal government will begin yearlong celebrations on the day to mark Netaji‘s
125th birth anniversary year.
Who was Subhash Chandra Bose?
 Subhas Chandra Bose was one of the most eminent freedom fighters of India.
 Born in Cuttack, in the province of Bengal to an affluent family. He was educated in Calcutta acquiring a
degree in philosophy. Subhas Chandra Bose was Selected for the Indian Civil Services (ICS) but refused
to take up service since he did not want to serve the British government.
 Bose joined the Indian National Congress (Formed on December 28, 1885) in 1921. He also started a
newspaper called ‗Swaraj‘.
 He was the President of the All India Youth Congress and also the Secretary of the Bengal State
Congress. In 1924, he became the CEO of the Calcutta Municipal Corporation. In 1930, he became the
Mayor of Calcutta.
 Bose authored the book ‗The Indian Struggle‘ which covers the Indian independence movement from
1920 to 1942. The book was banned by the British government.
 He coined the term ‗Jai Hind‘. His charisma and powerful personality inspired many people into the
freedom struggle and continues to inspire Indians. He was called Netaji.

Exercise Desert Knight-21
(Source: PIB )
Context: Indian Air Force and French Air and Space Force (Armée de l‘Air et de l‘Espace) will conduct a
bilateral Air exercise, Ex Desert Knight-21 at Air Force Station Jodhpur from 20 to 24 Jan 2021.
About Ex Desert Knight:
 It is a bilateral air exercise between India and France.
 The French side is participating with:
o Rafale
o Airbus A-330 Multi-Role Tanker Transport (MRTT)
o A-400M Tactical Transport aircraft
o 175 personnel (approx.)
 Indian Air Force aircraft participating:
o Mirage 2000
o Su-30 MKI
o Rafale
o IL-78 Flight Refuelling Aircraft
o AWACS and AEW&C aircraft
 The exercise is unique as it includes fielding of Rafale aircraft by both sides and is indicative of the
growing interaction between the two premier Air Forces.
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Extra Information:
 As part of Indo-French defence cooperation, Indian Air Force and French Air and Space Force have held
six editions of Air Exercises named ‗Garuda‘, the latest being in 2019 at Air Force Base Mont-deMarsan, France.
 As measures to further the existing cooperation, the two forces have been gainfully utilising available
opportunities to conduct ‗hop-exercises‘.

Guru Gobind Singh
(Source: PIB )
Context: The Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi bowed to Guru Gobind Singh ji on his Prakash Purab.
He greeted the nation on this auspicious occasion.
Guru Gobind Singh
 Born Gobind Rai, Guru Gobind Singh was installed as the Sikh Guru aged nine when his father and the
ninth Guru, Guru Tegh Bahadur was beheaded on the orders of Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb for refusing
to embrace Islam.
 His notable contribution to Sikhism is the establishment of the Khalsa in 1699.
 The only son of Guru Tegh Bahadur, Guru Gobind Singh was born in Patna in December 1666.
 He was educated in reading, writing, and also martial arts, archery and horse riding.
 Not only was he a brave warrior, but he was also a great poet and philosopher.
 His literary contributions include the Jaap Sahib, Benti Chaupai, Amrit Savaiye, etc.
 He took part in many battles, particularly against the Mughal ruler Aurangzeb.
 In the Battle of Anandpur (1704), the Guru lost his mother and two minor sons who were executed. His
eldest sons also died in battle.
 The Khalsa: Guru Gobind Singh‘s most significant contribution was the institutionalising of the Khalsa,
which was a warrior community. An initiation ceremony called Amrit Pehul was created and rules were
formulated for the Khalsa. A male Khalsa was given the title ‗Singh‘ and a female was given the title
‗Kaur‘. This code solidified the martial spirit of the Sikh community.
 Guru Gobind Singh started the tradition of the Five K‘s for the Khalsa. The Five K‘s are kesh (uncut
hair), kanga (wooden comb), kara (iron or steel bracelet), kirpan (dagger) and kacchera (short breeches).
These were the five articles of faith that a Khalsa must always adorn. The tradition is still followed.
 The Guru also laid down many other rules for the Khalsa warriors to follow like abstaining from
tobacco, alcohol, halal meat, etc. The Khalsa warrior was also duty-bound to protect innocent people
from persecution. Everyone was treated equally and caste was abolished.
 The Khalsa tradition was responsible for converting the Sikhs into a strong and disciplined fighting
group. This also paved the way for the establishment of the Sikh Empire under Maharaja Ranjit Singh in
1799.
 Another significant contribution of Guru Gobind Singh was the enshrining the Sikh scripture Granth
Sahib as the eternal Guru of Sikhism. Thus, after his death, there were no more Gurus in human form.
 Guru Gobind Singh also wrote the Zafarnama which was a letter to the Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb.
Aurangzeb is believed to have agreed to a meeting with the Guru but died before that.
 The Guru along with his troops was stationed in the Deccan when two Afghan assassins commissioned
by Wazir Khan gained access to the camp. One of the assassins stabbed the Guru at Nanded. The
assassin was killed by the Guru while his accomplice was killed by Sikh guards. Guru Gobind Singh
died of wounds a few days later on 7 October 1708 aged 42.
 After the Guru‘s death, there ensued a long and bitter war between the Sikhs and the Mughals.

www.theprayasindia.com/e-pathshala

info@theprayasindia.com

+91-7710013217 / 9892560176

The Prayas ePathshala
www.theprayasindia.com/e-pathshala/

National Disaster Response Force (NDRF)
(Source: PIB )
Context: 16th Foundation Day of National Disaster Response Force (NDRF).
Formation:
 National Calamity Contingency Fund (NCCF) was renamed as National Disaster Response Fund
(NDRF) with the enactment of the Disaster Management Act in 2005.
 It is defined in Section 46 of the Disaster Management Act, 2005 (DM Act).
 It is placed in the ―Public Account‖ of Government of India under ―reserve funds not bearing interest―.
Role:
 It is managed by the Central Government for meeting the expenses for emergency response, relief
and rehabilitation due to any threatening disaster situation or disaster.
 It supplements the State Disaster Response Fund (SDRF) in case of a disaster of severe nature, provided
adequate funds are not available in the SDRF.
o SDRF is the primary fund available with the State governments for responses to notified
disasters to meet expenditure for providing immediate relief.
o The Centre contributes 75% of the SDRF allocation for general category States and Union
Territories, and 90% for special category States/UTs (northeast States, Sikkim, Uttarakhand,
Himachal Pradesh, and Jammu & Kashmir).
Financing:
 Financed through the levy of a cess on certain items, chargeable to excise and customs duty, and
approved annually through the Finance Bill.
 Currently, a National Calamity Contingent Duty (NCCD) is levied to finance the NDRF and
additional budgetary support is provided as and when necessary.
 NCCD is levied in the case of goods specified in the Seventh Schedule (goods manufactured or
produced).
Monitoring:
 Department of Agriculture and Cooperation under the Ministry of Agriculture and Farmer Welfare
monitors relief activities for calamities associated with drought, hailstorms, pest attacks and cold
wave/frost while rest of the natural calamities are monitored by the Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA).
 Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) audits the accounts of NDRF.

Hunar Haat
(Source: PIB )
Context: The 24th ―Hunar Haat‖ of indigenous products of artisans and craftsmen being organised at
Avadh Shilpgram in Lucknow.
About Hunar Haats:
 Hunar Haats have become a ―Mega Mission‖ of indigenous craft, cuisine & culture and economic
empowerment of master artisans and craftsmen.
 Through these Haats, in the last 3 years, about 3 lakh needy master artisans, craftsmen & culinary
experts have been provided employment and employment opportunities.
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The beneficiaries include a large number of women artisans too.
The government plans to organise about 100 Hunar Haats across the country in the next 5 years.
Hunar Haats provide a platform to the artisans/craftsmen from the minority communities for marketing
their products.
Organised by the Minority Affairs Ministry, these Haats encourage the artisans practicing indigenous
talent or crafts.
Apart from providing employment opportunities, they also give these artisans new businesses.
These Haats are organised under the USTTAD (Upgrading the Skills and Training in Traditional
Arts / Crafts for Development) scheme of the central government.

USTTAD
 USTTAD scheme aims to preserve the heritage of traditional arts and crafts of minority communities
and build capacity of traditional crafts-persons and artisans and establish linkages of traditional skills
with the global market.
 It was launched in 2015.

Exercise Kavach
(Source: PIB )
Context: The three wings of the Indian armed forces will be holding a massive joint military exercise
‗Excercise Kavach‘.
About Exercise Kavach:
 The exercise would involve participation of Indian Army, Indian Air Force and Indian Navy.
 It will be conducted under the aegis of Andaman and Nicobar Command (ANC), which is the only Joint
Forces Command of the country.
 The joint military exercise will enhance the fine-tune joint war-fighting capabilities of the tri-services
and SOPs towards enhancing operational synergy.
 During the exercise, the Army‘s Amphibious Brigade, Special Forces of Navy, Armour/Mechanised
components, naval ships comprising destroyers, ASW Corvettes and Landing Ships with ship-borne
helicopters will be deployed.
 The IAF will display its firepower with Jaguar Maritime Strike and transport aircraft.
 The Indian Coast Guard will also be included in the large scale joint military exercise.
 The tri-services exercise involves synergised application of maritime surveillance assets, coordinated air
and maritime strikes, air defence, submarine and landing operations.
 During the exercise, Army, Navy and Air Force would execute multi-domain, high-intensity offensive
and defensive manoeuvres in the Andaman Sea and Bay of Bengal and carry out amphibious landing
operations, air landed operation, helicopters-borne insertion of Special Forces from sea culminating in
tactical follow-on operations on land.

Regulation of NBFCs
(Source: The Hindu Businessline )
Context: The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) plans to usher in a four-layered regulatory and supervisory
framework for non-banking finance NBFCs as it embarks on the path of a scale-based regulation in the
backdrop of the recent stress in the sector.
Details:
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RBI said its proposed framework could be visualised as a pyramid,
comprising NBFCs grouped in four layers -- Base Layer (BL),
Middle Layer (ML), Upper Layer (UL) and a possible Top Layer
(TL).
There will be least regulatory intervention for NBFCs in BL. As
one moves up the pyramid, the regulatory regime will get stricter.
The framework proposes to prescribe Bank-like regulations for the
top 25 to 30 NBFCs in the country.

Base Layer
 About 9,209 NBFCs will be in the Base Layer (BL), which can consist of NBFCs, currently classified as
non-systemically important NBFCs (NBFC-ND/Non-Deposit taking), Peer to Peer lending platforms,
Account Aggregators, Non-Operative Financial Holding Company, and NBFCs up to ₹1,000 crore asset
size.
 As low entry point norms raise the chances of failure arising from poor governance of non-serious
players, the central bank plans to revise these norms for NBFC-BL from ₹2 crore to ₹20 crore.
 RBI proposes harmonising the extant NPA (non-performing asset) classification norm of 180 days to 90
days for NBFC-BL.
Middle layer
 NBFCs in the Middle Layer (ML) can consist of entities, currently classified as NBFC-ND-SI/NonDeposit taking-Systemically Important, deposit-taking NBFCs, Housing Finance Companies,
Infrastructure Finance Companies, Infrastructure Debt Funds, Standalone Primary Dealers and Core
Investment Companies.
 While no changes are proposed in capital requirements for NBFC-ML, RBI said the linkage of their
exposure limits are proposed to be changed from Owned Funds to Tier I capital, as is currently
applicable for banks.
 The extant credit concentration limits prescribed for NBFC-ML for their lending and investment can be
merged into a single exposure limit of 25 per cent for the single borrower and 40 per cent for a group of
borrowers anchored to the NBFC‘s Tier 1 capital.
Upper Layer
 This layer can consist of NBFCs which are identified as systemically significant among them and will
invite a new regulatory superstructure.
 This layer will be populated by NBFCs which have a large potential of systemic spill-over of risks and
can impact financial stability.
 There is no parallel for this layer currently, as this will be a new layer for regulation.
 The regulatory framework for NBFCs falling in this layer will be bank-like, albeit with suitable and
appropriate modifications. It is expected that a total of not more than 25 to 30 NBFCs will occupy this
layer.
 It is felt that CET (Common Equity Tier) 1 capital could be introduced for NBFC-UL to enhance the
quality of regulatory capital. It is proposed that CET 1 may be prescribed at 9 per cent within the Tier I
capital.
 To tune the regulatory framework for NBFC-UL to greater sensitivity, the paper suggested that NBFCs
in this layer should be prescribed differential standard asset provisioning on banks‘ lines.
 Given the higher systemic risk posed by NBFC-UL, the Large Exposure Framework (LEF) as applicable
to banks, can be extended with suitable adaptation.
 Since NBFCs lying in the Upper Layer have the ability to cause adverse systemic risks, the regulatory
tools can be calibrated on the lines of the private banks; that is, such NBFCs should be subject to the
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mandatory listing requirement and should follow the consequent Listing Obligations and Disclosures
Requirements.
Top Layer
 Considered supervisory judgment might push some NBFCs from out of the upper layer of the
systemically significant NBFCs for higher regulation/supervision. These NBFCs will occupy the top of
the upper layer as a distinct set.
 Ideally, this top layer of the pyramid will remain empty unless supervisors view specific NBFCs.
 In other words, if certain NBFCs lying in the upper layer are seen to pose extreme risks as per
supervisory judgement, they can be put to significantly higher and bespoke regulatory/ supervisory
requirements.

Co-WIN
(Source: The Hindu Businessline )
Context: To carry out the Covid-19 vaccination drive as smoothly as possible, the government is relying on
Co-WIN, a digital intelligence platform.
What is it?
 It is built on an indigenously developed electronic Vaccine Intelligence Network (eVIN) which has been
in use since 2015. Each person who would be receiving Covid-19 vaccination in India would have to
register on the Co-WIN network and and he/she would be followed up for subsequent shots as well as
for any adverse event following immunisation (AEFI).
 Registration on the Co-WIN app is mandatory for anyone to receive the vaccination. Co-WIN is a cloudbased IT solution for planning, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of Covid-19 vaccination in
India.
 It is an end-to-end solution that connects the entire public health system from national level right up to
the vaccinator level. Co-WIN allows for creation of different users (admins, supervisors, and
vaccinators), registration of beneficiaries, followed by planning and scheduling sessions and
subsequently vaccine administration and following up of beneficiaries after the vaccination.
 In a real-time basis, the app tracks not only the beneficiaries but also the availability of vaccine stock at
the national, State and district levels. This allows the system to monitor the utilisation, wastage,
coverage of Covid-19 vaccination at various levels.
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INTERNATIONAL

Open Skies Treaty
(Source: Indian Express )
Context: Russia announced that it was leaving the Open Skies Treaty (OST), an accord between over 30
countries that allows participants to fly unarmed reconnaissance flights over any part of their fellow
member states. In November, the United States left the OST first after accusing Russia of violating the pact–
allegations that Russia denied. Moscow has now blamed Washington for its own decision of leaving the
treaty.
What is the Open Skies Treaty?
 First proposed in 1955 by former US President Dwight Eisenhower as a means to deescalate tensions
during the Cold War, the landmark treaty was eventually signed in 1992 between NATO members and
former Warsaw Pact countries following the demise of the Soviet Union. It went into effect in 2002 and
had 35 signatories, including key players US and Russia, along with one non-ratifying member
(Kyrgyzstan).
 The OST aims at building confidence among members through mutual openness, thus reducing the
chances of accidental war. Under the treaty, a member state can ―spy‖ on any part of the host nation,
with the latter‘s consent. A country can undertake aerial imaging over the host state after giving notice
72 hours before, and sharing its exact flight path 24 hours before.\
 The information gathered, such as on troop movements, military exercises and missile deployments, has
to be shared with all member states. Only approved imaging equipment is permitted on the surveillance
flights, and officials from the host state can also stay on board throughout the planned journey.
Significance of the Open Skies Treaty
 The OST was signed in 1992, much before the advent of advanced satellite imaging technology which is
currently the preferred mode for intelligence gathering. Yet, as per a report in The Economist,
surveillance aircraft provide key information that still cannot be gathered by satellite sensors, such as
thermal imaging data.
 Notably, the Economist report also mentions the OST‘s utility for Washington, which since 2002 flew
over 200 surveillance missions over Russia and its ally Belarus. A former Trump official had also hailed
OST data gathered during the 2014 Russia-Ukraine conflict. Overall, more than 1,500 flights have been
conducted under the OST, as per the Associated Press.
 The failure of the Open Skies Treaty follows the demise of another significant arms control accord, the
Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (INF) Treaty, after both the US and Russia left it in 2019.
 The INF Treaty was signed between the United States and the Soviet Union in 1987, in which both
powers agreed to destroy two categories of lethal missile systems from their own stocks as a means to
decelerate the nuclear arms race.

Michigan state’s Flint water crisis
(Source: Indian Express )
Context: Nine former officials who served the state of Michigan in the US, including the state‘s former
governor Rick Snyder, were charged in connection with a criminal investigation into the Flint water crisis.
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What was the Flint Water Crisis?
 The Flint water crisis is an ongoing public health crisis that began in 2014 when the City of Flint in
Michigan–which has a population of roughly 100,000–changed its water supply from Lake Huron to the
Flint river.
 This switch caused the water distribution pipes to corrode, as a result of which lead and other
contaminants were leached into the municipal drinking water.
 This led to an outbreak of Legionnaires‘ disease, a serious type of pneumonia caused by the Legionella
bacteria and other health complications in thousands of its residents. According to the US Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), people can get sick from this if they breathe in mist or
accidentally swallow bacteria-containing water into the lungs.
 While the water supply was switched back in 2015, the damage was long-lasting and many residents of
the city continued to suffer.
 In January 2016, the state of Michigan declared a state of emergency and in October the same year,
residents of the city were advised not to drink the municipal tap water unless it was filtered.
 As per an article published in the American Water Works Association (AWWA) in 2016, which
described the water crisis, a few weeks after the water source was switched despite warnings and
concerns from some officials, residents started complaining about the colour, taste and odor of their
drinking water. In May 2014, some residents informed officials that the water was causing rashes,
especially in children.
 As per a Community Assessment for Public Health Emergency Response (CASPER) conducted by the
CDC in May 2016, over 66 percent of the households in the city reported one or more adult members
experiencing at least one behavioural health issue ―more than usual‖ and 54 percent of the households
reported that at least one child experienced at least one behavioural health issue.
Why was the water source changed?
 The AWWA article notes that in order to reduce costs for treated water Flint officials decided to join the
newly formed Karegnondi Water Authority (KWA) in 2013, which was constructing a pipeline to
transmit water from Lake Huron.
 In the meantime, the city of Flint had the option to either purchase treated water from the Detroit Water
and Sewage Department (DWSD), which was sourced from Lake Huron or treat water from the Flint
river on its own.
 After officials failed to strike a short-term agreement with DWSD, Flint officials decided to use water
from the Flint river and treat it at the Flint Water Service Center (FWSC). But the water wasn‘t treated
properly at the FWSC, resulting in lead contamination.
 The article also notes that while the Flint river water is difficult to treat, ―oversights and missteps‖
combined with ―inherent chemical conditions‖ set the stage for the water crisis.
 A report published in 2017 by the Michigan Civil Rights Commission said that race and racism played a
role in causing the water crisis even though both black and white residents were victims. The report is
based on the testimony of over 150 residents, community leaders, experts, academics and government
officials.

Chabahar Port
(Source: PIB )
Context: Government of India strengthens cargo handling capacity of Chabahar Port, Iran.
What is Chabahar Port?
 Chabahar is made of Persian words Chahar meaning four; and bahar meaning spring. It translates as a
place that has spring in all the four seasons of the year. Chabahar is important for its fishery sector and
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will act as an important trade center connecting South Asia, Central Asia, and the Middle East. India is
involved in plans to build a railway line from this place to the mineral-rich Hajigak region of
Afghanistan.
Chabahar Port is located in Sistan and Baluchestan province in the Southeastern part of Iran, on the Gulf
of Oman.
In December 2018, India took over the operations of the Port. It was being operated by India Ports
Global Private Limited (IPGPL). India‘s first shipment of wheat to Afghanistan was sent through
Chabahar Port.
India began building a railway line between Chabahar port and Zahedan as part of the North-South
Transport Corridor. Chabahar port is about 170 km away from Gwadar Port built in Pakistan by China.

Importance of the Port to India
 The multiple reasons behind the geopolitical significance of the Chabahar port are listed below.
o Boost trade ties, diplomatic ties, and military ties with Iran.
o Provides India with better connectivity to Afghanistan bypassing Pakistan.
o It will be the gateway to the International North-South Transport Corridor which is a combination of
road, rail, and sea routes connecting Russia, Europe, Central Asia, Iran, and India.
o India can carry out humanitarian operations from this port if the need arises.
o This port is just 170 km away from Gwadar port operated by China in Pakistan, hence this port
would be of strategic importance to the Indian Navy and defense establishment.
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Mains
GS I

Role of Housewives
Context: Veteran actor Kamal Haasan and his Makkal Needhi Maiam party who recently promised salaries
for housewives as a part of the party‘s election manifesto, has revived the debate on the recognition of
domestic work as work.
The burden on women
 As in the 2011 Census, while 159.85 million women stated household work as their main occupation, a
mere 5.79 men referred to it as their main occupation. Justice N.V. Ramana in his crisp and authoritative
concurring judgment of January 5, 2021 in Kirti and Another v. Oriental Insurance Company has
referred to the ‗Time Use in India-2019 Report‘ of the National Statistical Office, Government of India
(published in September 2020) which says that on an average, while Indian women spend 299 minutes a
day on unpaid domestic services for household members, men spend just 97 minutes.
 Women also spend 134 minutes in a day on unpaid caregiving services for household members. A
French government‘s Commission on the Measurement of Economic Performance and Social Progress
in 2009 that studied the situation in Germany, Italy, the United Kingdom, France, Finland and the U.S.
drew similar conclusions. A
 report entitled ‗Women‘s Economic Contribution through their Unpaid Work: A Case Study of India‘
(2009) had estimated the economic value of services by women to be to the tune of a whopping $612.8
billion annually.
 Justice Ramana not only listed the various activities women undertake but also referred to British
economist Arthur Cecil Pigou who had lamented that the household work by wives is not taken into
consideration in calculating national income.
Other judicial observations
 In Arun Kumar Agrawal v. National Insurance Company (2010), the Supreme Court not only
acknowledged the contribution of the housewives as invaluable but also observed that it cannot be
computed in terms of money. Her gratuitous services rendered with true love and affection cannot be
equated with services rendered by others.
 Similar observations were recently made in Rajendra Singh (2020). But then these cases dealt with a
limited question of compensation under the Motor Vehicles Act to calculate the compensation for the
death of homemakers, and not the recognition of a wife‘s right in her husband‘s income during the
subsistence of marriage.
 Justice A.K. Ganguly in Arun Kumar Agrawal (2010) referred to Census 2001 that is carried out under
an Act of Parliament and had categorised those who perform household duties — i.e. about 36 crore
women in India — as non-workers and clubbed them together with beggars, prostitutes and prisoners
(who are not engaged in economically unproductive work).
A hierarchical structure
 For centuries, the English common law of marital status was starkly hierarchical. Forget the recognition
of a homemaker‘s work as work; she had no right even in respect of her work outside home. In fact till
1851, no country had recognised a wife‘s right in earnings of any sort.
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If a housewife worked for pay in or out of the home, it was her husband‘s prerogative to collect her
wages. Strangely, seventh century Islamic law clearly mandates husbands to pay wives if they decide to
suckle their children and entitle them to spend certain portions of husband‘s money without his consent.
By the middle of the 19th century, some American States started reforming the common law of marital
status by enacting the ―Married Women‘s Property Acts‖. Some of these statutes exempted the wives‘
real property from their husband‘s debts.
By 1850, the era of ―earning statutes‖ started which granted wives property rights in earnings from their
―separate‖ or ―personal‖ labour. But the Census measures of the economy that appeared in the aftermath
of the American Civil War characterised household work as ―unproductive‖, and, consistent with this
gendered valuation of family labour, excluded women engaged in income-producing work in the
household from the count of those ―gainfully employed‖. It seems that the Indian Census referred above
followed this regressive precedent.

Separate spheres
 Home and market for centuries were considered as two distinct spheres. The market was a male sphere
of selfish competitiveness, but the home was celebrated as a female sphere, a site of spiritual uplift that
offered relief from the vicissitudes of market struggle.
 American feminist economist Nancy Folbre rightly remarked, ―the moral elevation of the home was
accompanied by the economic devaluation of the work performed there‖. The tendency of a ―separate
spheres‖ reasoning was thus to reinforce the legal ordering of family life and justify a husband‘s control
of family assets.
 Subsequently, women demanded a right to own themselves, their earnings, their genius. Accordingly, in
1851, at the Worcester Convention, it was resolved: ―that since the economy of the household is
generally as much the source of family wealth as the labor and enterprise of man, therefore the wife
should, during life, have the same control over the joint earnings as per husband, and the right to dispose
at her death of the same proportion of it as he‖.
 They finally achieved success when the equal rights of wives in the matrimonial property were
recognised. The Third National Women‘s Liberation conference, in England in 1972, for the first time,
explicitly demanded payment of wages for the household work.
 In India, the debate on joint property rights of married women is not new though we still do not have
joint matrimonial property law.
 Veena Verma did introduce a private member Bill in 1994 entitled The Married Women (Protection of
Rights) Bill, 1994. Her Bill provided that a married woman shall be entitled to have an equal share in the
property of her husband from the date of her marriage and shall also be entitled to dispose of her share in
the property by way of sale, gift, mortgage, will or in any other manner whatsoever. But in 2010, even
registration of the National Housewives Association as a trade union was denied as domestic work was
treated as neither trade nor industry.
Way Forward
 The United Progressive Alliance government, in 2012, had proposed to make it mandatory for husbands
to pay a monthly ‗salary‘ to their wives.
 One cartoon had depicted a husband saying to his wife, ―here is your salary for the month. However,
₹3355 has been deducted as you were at your parent‘s home for a week.‖
 Mr. Haasan should understand that the term ‗salary‘ as monthly payment is indeed problematic as it
indicates an employer-employee relationship, i.e., a relationship of subordination with the employer
having disciplinary control over the employee. Wives do not deserve a master-servant relationship.
 The United Nations‘ Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination Against Women, in 1991, had
recommended measurement and quantification of unremunerated domestic activities of women and their
recognition in GDP so that the de facto economic contribution of women is highlighted.
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Matrimonial property laws do give women their share but only when the marital tie comes to an end.
The time has come to insist that the work women perform for the family should be valued equally with
men‘s work during the continuance of marriage.
If women become a little assertive, prenuptial marriage agreements can easily solve this problem with
the insertion of the clause on wives‘ right in husband‘s earnings and properties being included in such
agreements.

GS II

Can courts stay laws made by the legislature?
(Source: The Hindu )
Context: The Supreme Court‘s recent order staying the implementation of three farm laws, while
appointing a four-member committee (one member, Bhupinder Singh Mann, has recused himself), to thrash
out issues between agitating farmers and the Union government, has been criticised in some quarters.
How did the SC justify its order on farm laws?
 ―This court cannot be said to be completely powerless to grant stay of any executive action under a
statutory enactment,‖ the Bench observed in its order. This means that it was apparently making a
distinction between staying a law and staying its implementation or any action under it. Some may
argue, however, that the effect remains the same, as the order operates as a stay on the government
invoking its provisions.
 The court also cited an order passed by another Bench of the Supreme Court last September on the
Maratha reservation issue. It directed that admissions to educational institutions for 2020-21 and
appointments to posts under the government shall be made without reference to the reservation provided
under the relevant legislation. The matter has been referred to a Constitution Bench.
 However, in the Maratha reservation case, the Bench said interim orders could be passed if an enactment
is ex facie unconstitutional or contrary to law laid down by the Supreme Court. It noted that the quota
violated the 50% ceiling mentioned in the Indra Sawhney case (1992), and that the Maharashtra
government had not shown any extraordinary situation to justify exceeding the limit.
 Moreover, the Supreme Court observed that a stay on the farm laws‘ implementation may assuage the
hurt feelings of farmers and encourage them to come to the negotiating table.
What are the court’s powers in regard to staying enacted law?
 Under the broad framework of judicial review under the Constitution, the Supreme Court and High
Courts have the power to declare any law unconstitutional, either because it is ultra vires (or, contrary to
any provision of the Constitution) or it violates any of the fundamental rights, or invalid because it is
repugnant to a central law on the same subject or has been enacted without legislative jurisdiction.
 However, interim orders staying or suspending laws enacted by the legislature are frowned upon by
constitutional courts and legal scholars.
 The general argument is that unless there are compelling reasons such as flagrant lack of constitutional
validity, or absence of legislative competence (that is, the legislative body concerned lacks the
jurisdiction to enact the law in question), a law ought not to be stayed.
Why is it considered unusual for a court to suspend a law or its operation?
 The main principle is that suspending a law made by the legislature goes against the concept of
separation of powers. Courts are expected to defer to the legislature‘s wisdom at the threshold of a legal
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challenge to the validity of a law. The validity of a law ought to be considered normally only at the time
of final adjudication, and not at the initial stage.
The second principle is that there is a presumption that every law enacted by any legislature is
constitutional and valid. The onus is on those challenging it to prove that it is not. Therefore, courts are
circumspect when hearing petitions seeking suspension of a law pending a detailed adjudication.

What precedents are cited against judicial interference at an interim stage?
 Case law suggests that in some cases, High Courts indeed stayed the operation of some laws. However,
the Supreme Court took a dim view.
 In 1984, the top court set aside an interim stay granted against the operation of a municipal tax (Siliguri
Municipality & Others vs Amalendu Das & Others); in 2013, it removed the stay on some provisions of
and regulations under the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products (Prohibition of Advertisement and
Regulation of Trade and Commerce, Production, Supply and Distribution) Act, 2003 (Health for
Millions Trust vs Union of India).
 In the latter case, the court observed that ―the operation of statutory provisions cannot be stultified by
granting an interim order except when the Court is fully convinced that the particular enactment or the
rules are ex facie unconstitutional and the factors, like, balance of convenience, irreparable injury and
public interest are in favour of passing an interim order‖.
 While upholding the validity of Section 45S of the Reserve Bank of India Act, which imposed
restrictions on unincorporated bodies accepting public deposits, the Supreme Court criticised interim
orders by some High Courts that stayed the provision.
 When considering an application for staying the operation of a piece of legislation, and that too
pertaining to economic reform or change, then the courts must bear in mind that unless the provision is
manifestly unjust or glaringly unconstitutional, the courts must show judicial restraint in staying the
applicability of the same- the court said in Bhavesh D. Parish & Others vs Union of India, 2000.

Trans Fats
(Source: The Hindu )
Context: On December 29, 2020, the Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) reduced the
permissible limit of trans fatty acids (TFA) in oils and fats to 3% for 2021 and 2% by 2022, against the
earlier cap of 5%. The decision was effected by an amendment to the Food Safety and Standards
(Prohibition and Restriction on Sales) Regulations. The new rules apply to edible refined oils, vanaspati
(partially hydrogenated oils), margarine, bakery shortenings, and other cooking media like vegetable fat
spreads and mixed fat spreads. In 2018, the World Health Organization (WHO) had called for a global
elimination of industrially produced TFAs by 2023.
What are trans fats and why are they harmful?
 All natural fats and oils are a combination of monounsaturated, polyunsaturated and saturated fatty acids
or trans fatty acids.
 Our body needs the first two categories of ‗healthy‘ fats as apart from being a major source of energy,
they help absorb some vitamins and minerals and build cell membranes and the sheaths surrounding
nerves.
 These fats are free-flowing, unlike saturated fatty acids or trans fats, which are considered harmful as
they clog arteries and result in hypertension, heart attacks, and other cardiovascular issues.
 There are two broad types of trans fats found in foods: naturally-occurring and artificial trans fats.
Artificial trans fats, which are considered harmful, are created in an industrial process that adds
hydrogen to liquid vegetable oils to make them more solid, increase their shelf life, and for use as an
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adulterant as they are cheap. They are present in baked and fried foods as well as adulterated ghee,
which becomes solid at room temperature.
Cardiovascular diseases are the leading cause of death globally, causing over 1.8 crore deaths every year.
The WHO estimates that over 5 lakh people with cardiovascular issues die globally every year due to the
consumption of industrially produced TFAs. As per FSSAI, about 77,000 deaths take place annually in
India due to TFAs.

How did India and other nations start acting on it?
 In 2018, the WHO called for elimination of industrially produced TFAs by 2023, and brought out a stepby-step guide called ‗REPLACE‘ to help countries frame policies.
 This prompted accelerated action by member states and other stakeholders. However, threats posed by
non-communicable diseases started gaining attention much earlier in the 1980s, following which
Denmark became the first country to ban TFAs in 2003. In the next five years, Chile and Switzerland
banned TFAs too.
 During the same period, several U.S. States, such as New York, implemented local bans. In its report in
2020, the WHO said that 58 countries had introduced laws that will protect 3.2 billion people from TFAs
by the end of 2021.
 But more than 100 countries still needed to take action. Last year, 11 of the 15 countries that account for
two-thirds of deaths linked to trans fats still needed to act. These were Azerbaijan, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Ecuador, Egypt, India, Iran, Mexico, Nepal, Pakistan, Republic of Korea.
 In India, action against trans fats coincided with the setting up of the FSSAI. Though it came into
existence in 2006, civil society organisations say that its functioning picked up by 2011-12. It was in
2011 that it imposed a cap of 10% on trans fats in oils and fats in India, which was further revised to 5%
in 2015.
Way Forward
 Civil society organisations in India are pushing for a cap of 3% for 2021 and 2% for 2022 to be imposed
not just on trans fats in oils and fats, but in ―all‖ foods.
 According to those engaging with the government on the subject, a regulation for this is likely soon. But
a bigger challenge will be implementation, which is a State subject.
 The FSSAI will need to pursue local governments to improve surveillance, inspection of food premises,
sampling of food products, regular training of officers, upgradation of food labs, etc., which are also
among concerns raised by a Parliamentary panel on the regulator‘s ineffectiveness.

Liberal Globalism
(Source: The Hindu )
Context: Few Presidents have tried to alter the fundamentals of American foreign policy since the end of
the Second World War like Donald Trump has done in the past four years. Mr. Trump broke with the
Washington consensus on what western policymakers and strategists call the liberal internationalist order.
He put his ‗America First‘ doctrine in the driving seat of his foreign policy wagon. He decried the North
Atlantic Treaty Organisation (NATO), the bedrock of the trans-Atlantic military cooperation, pulled the
United States out of international organisations and multilateral treaties, and launched tariff wars with both
friends and foes alike.
Details:
 Barring a series of normalisation agreements between Israel and some Arab countries, Mr. Trump does
not have any major foreign policy achievement to his credit.
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But he is more of a disruptor than an achiever. And he has caused disruptions in America‘s foreign
policy which could outlive his presidency.
When Joe Biden assumes the White House very soon, the biggest foreign policy challenge he faces is
whether he could unmake the Trump legacy and take Washington back to its liberal international
consensus.

America and isolationism
 America‘s isolationism did not start with Mr. Trump. He was rather harping on an old foreign policy
doctrine that shaped and drove American policy before the Second World War when he pulled the U.S.
back from the stage of global leadership.
 Before the war, the U.S., an emerging economic and military power, was largely an isolated country that
was focused on its own rise and expansion.
 The economic catastrophe caused by the Great Depression and the losses it suffered in the First World
War prompted the American isolationists, including progressives and conservatives, to push for a policy
of non-involvement in European and Asian conflicts — a policy Washington had largely followed
throughout the 19th century.
The Wilsonian imprint
 The roots of the liberal internationalist order can be traced to the ideals of the 28th American President,
Woodrow Wilson.
 Wilson, who led the U.S. to the First World War, called for a rules-based global order governed by
international institutions in which countries could cooperate and achieve peace (what he called ―an
organised common peace‖) rather than going to war to meet their goals.
 The Wilsonian principles on self-determination, rule of law within and between countries, liberal
capitalist economic model and freer trade and emphasis on human rights would lay the foundations of
the liberal global order which the West would wholeheartedly embrace after the Second World War, but
they did not have many takers in the U.S. during the inter-war period. The U.S. was not even a member
of the League of Nations.
 Washington unearthed the values of Wilsonian globalism only after it suited America‘s strategic
interests during the Cold War.
 When the world was divided between the capitalist and communist blocs and when the communist and
socialist parties (under the patronage of the Soviet Union) started making advances into Asian and
European countries, the U.S. turned to liberal globalism and took up the leadership of the western world.
 It called itself and its allies the ―free world‖, claiming moral superiority over the communist and socialist
dictatorships. While this remained the larger narrative, it did not stop them from embracing the dictators
who were opposed to the red bloc.
 Basically, liberal internationalism embodied the transborder cooperation of western democracies
and their allies in their fight against the socialist internationalism of the rival bloc.
 When the Soviet Union collapsed in 1991, many pundits and policymakers saw it as a triumphant
moment for liberal internationalism. Some even predicted ―the end of history‖. The U.S. stepped up its
leadership role: It started wars to protect human rights, export democracy and defeat jihadists. But
history did not proceed as the end-of-history theorists had prophesied.
Structural shifts
 From a normative point of view, the geostrategic charm of the liberal moral argument about freedom has
diminished in the post-Cold War world.
 On the other side, with the rise of religious terrorism, even liberal democratic governments started
arming themselves with more powers that often clashed with civil liberties. The liberal promise of
‗minimum government‘ stayed confined to the economic realm, while the security state kept expanding
its powers.
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On the global stage, the U.S.‘s repeated military adventures have tested its own hard power superiority.
The U.S. effected a regime change in Yugoslavia in 1999, but the campaign eventually led to the
disintegration of the country. In Iraq, the U.S. never won a conclusive victory.
In Afghanistan, after 19 years of war, the U.S. has struck a deal with the Taliban and is badly looking for
an exit.
In Libya, the country ―liberated by NATO‖, there are two governments and two armies and many
militias backed by rival regional powers. When it comes to Iran and North Korea, the U.S. is not as
confident as it was with Iraq and Afghanistan on using force. This inability to win wars and prolonged
military campaigns turned foreign interventions unpopular again.
The biggest blow to the western liberal order, however, came from within. The crisis in capitalism that
broke out in 2008, has weakened the U.S. and western Europe (the guarantors of the post-war order)
economically, and unleashed political changes.
The focus shifted away from human rights and civil liberties to fighting terrorism and stopping
immigration in many of these countries. Illiberal, far-right and anti-immigrant Islamophobic parties
started rising.
They challenged post-war internationalism, mobilised the public based on cultural nationalism and
vilified immigration and the flow of refugees (which was in part triggered by the wars the globalists
fought in poorer countries).

From Trump to Biden
 The rise of Mr. Trump to power in the U.S., the leader of the western liberal order (and the Brexit vote in
the United Kingdom) was the sharpest manifestation of this tectonic shift that has been under way.
 Unsurprisingly, Mr. Trump, a product of the crisis in globalised capitalism, took the U.S. back to prewar isolationism. It may not be a coincidence that Mr. Trump is the first American President since
Jimmy Carter who has not launched a new war.
 Mr. Biden‘s foreign policy would be different from Mr. Trump‘s. He would seek to strengthen alliances
and build a more consistent foreign policy approach to the myriad problems America is facing. He could
undo some of the policy decisions of Mr. Trump‘s such as the U.S.‘s withdrawal from the Paris Climate
Accord or its exit from the World Health Organization.
 But could Mr. Biden, a liberal internationalist himself, revive the western liberal international order?
Could he revert to liberal trade, embrace globalisation like, say, Bill Clinton did, or launch wars in the
name of protecting human rights or exporting democracy? Could he establish the U.S. hegemony over a
fast-diversifying international system? The forces of history are against him.
 After the Second World War, there was a trans-Atlantic consensus among the ruling elites of North
America and western Europe on how to tackle the challenges from the Soviet Union.
 Now, there is no such consensus on how to tackle the challenges they face. There could be broad
agreements on issues such as climate change or the fight against COVID-19, but on critical strategic
issues such as the rise of China and the challenges from Russia, there is a huge gap between the old
globalists and the new populists.
 Mr. Trump has been defeated, but not Trumpism and the anti-globalist politics it has unleashed. Even if
Mr. Biden overcomes the currents of isolationism at home, he could face similar challenges across the
Atlantic where a bunch illiberal populist leaders and cultural nationalists such as Marine Le Pen of
France, Matteo Salvini of Italy, Norbert Hofer of Austria and Geert Wilders of the Netherlands are on
the ascent. Like Mr. Trump, none of them represents the old order.
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India-Nepal relations
(Source: The Hindu )
Context: As a unique characteristic, Nepal‘s internal political fundamentals continue to shape its foreign
policy choices. In the process, what gets lost is the scope of pursuing ‗enlighted self-interest‘. In such a
scenario, any inbound or outbound delegation is seen from a different prism, and anything discussed or not
equally gives ample space to interpretation and misinterpretation.
Details:
 The year 2020 marked China‘s unprecedented aggression, with an aim to counter India‘s conventional
edge in Nepal and South Asia at large.
 Accordingly, China‘s geo-strategic, economic and infrastructural drives were made tempting to a
precarious Nepal with its fragile democracy and the adulterated ideological standing of the ruling
Communist Party of Nepal (CPN).
 The CPN is a divided house, and publicly, this was known when Nepal‘s Prime Minister K.P. Sharma
Oli dissolved the House of Representatives in late December 2020. The move was termed
‗unconstitutional‘ by the experts and the country‘s Supreme Court is hearing writ petitions against Mr.
Oli. In fact, the Court has called for ‗serious constitutional interpretation‘. This merits to be seen even as
a moral denial of the Oli government‘s stature as a ‗caretaker government‘.
 Amidst the domestic political chaos, the Minister for Foreign Affairs of Nepal, Pradeep Kumar Gyawali
(picture), visited New Delhi for the sixth meeting of the India-Nepal Joint Commission on January 15,
2021, that was co-chaired by the External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar.
Business as usual
 The keenly awaited meeting proved to be more focused on confidence-building measures such as
exchanges of courteous remarks on significant and concrete progress made since the last meeting of the
Joint Commission in taking forward several bilateral initiatives, and the close cooperation between the
two sides in combating the COVID-19 pandemic.
 An early provision of vaccines to Nepal was positively considered by India. On the development
partnership front, the expansion of the Motihari-Amlekhganj petroleum products pipeline to Chitwan
and the establishment of a new pipeline on the eastern side connecting Siliguri to Jhapa in Nepal formed
a part of the discussions.
 For the upgraded first passenger railway line between India and Nepal from Jaynagar to Kurtha via
Janakpur, the elusive operating procedures for commencement of train services have been discussed.
Other ―cross-border rail connectivity projects, including a possible Raxaul-Kathmandu broad gauge
railway line‖, were also discussed.
 The Joint Commission laid emphasis on the need for facilitating cross-border movement of people and
goods, thus giving the sub-regional cooperation, its actual due. The recently inaugurated Integrated
Check Posts (ICPs) at Birgunj and Biratnagar have helped in the seamless movement of people and trade
between the two countries.
 The construction of a third integrated check post at Nepalgunj has already commenced, while the new
integrated check post at Bhairahwa would begin shortly. Since Nepal relies on India‘s seaports in a big
way for trading, and goods are transported by road, the integrated check posts are expected to ease trade
and transit.
 The joint hydropower projects, including the proposed Pancheshwar Multipurpose Project, should get
positive momentum following this round of meeting. India‘s support to two more cultural heritage
projects in Nepal, namely, the Pashupatinath Riverfront Development and the Bhandarkhal Garden
Restoration in Patan Durbar is significant in the times when China is exploring all avenues to disrupt
Nepal‘s natural choice in policy-making.
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Moving away from the recent hiatus, Nepal expressed support for India‘s permanent membership of an
expanded UN Security Council (UNSC) to reflect the changed balance of power. The next meeting of
the Joint Commission in Nepal should be crucial in giving a new direction to the bilateral ties, keeping a
balance between change and continuity.

Stirrings for change
 Notwithstanding the Nepali side‘s demand to include the boundary in the Joint Commission Meeting,
India made it clear to find a fresh mechanism to resolve any such crucial long-pending issue.
 Apparently, this was not something surprising, however, as Kathmandu had seen certain signals about
this.
 The growing disenchantment among the Nepali masses over the increased centralisation of power,
failure of the Provincial System in addressing the developmental issues, misuse of Presidential authority
by Nepal‘s President Bidya Devi Bhandari, and unprecedented corruption provide ample room for a resetting of Nepal‘s democracy.
 Worryingly, a large section of the people want the ‗cultural Monarchy‘ back to substitute the Presidential
system and a re-establishment of certain traditional ways to governance. While the unusual
developments are taking place in Nepal, there are many who still think that India is comfortable with
some changes as its Nepal policy is heading very clearly towards deeper engagement with all sections.
 The timing of the high-profile visit was strategically important as in the last few months, as Mr. Oli had
categorically placed conditions before engaging with India at the top decision-making level.
 With a possibility of surviving the self-created political stalemate feeble, Mr. Oli is believed to be
receptive towards unexpected changes. This is not something unfounded as one of the key centres of the
pro-monarchy agitation is his constituency in eastern Nepal, Jhapa. In the time of transition, his outreach
to India is being seen in such contexts.
 A great survivor so far, he is believed to be open to gaining a new ground of support from different
quarters including India. His China connection has been artificial and failed him at times, and he knows
this better than anyone else.
 It is equally true that he has failed China too at times; by breaking even the cosmetic ‗Communist unity‘
in Nepal, he has finally made China‘s hyper-interventionism a wasted effort.
 Democracy in Nepal is achieved, not ascribed, and Nepal and its people deserve a better deal than what
has been offered by the Oli-Bhandari duo. Like many other democracies across the world, Nepal‘s
democracy has been affected with an extreme rise in majoritarian sentiments.
 Nepal cannot afford to enter in another round of political instability, and those who have commanding
authority to spearhead India-Nepal bilateral relations must give a humane consideration to it. At the
crossroads, Nepal needs action and to come to term with realities.

GS III

Shadow entrepreneurship
(Source: The Hindu )
Context: Recently, a professor at a business school allegedly misused his faculty position to provide fake
certificates to students whom he had compelled to attend an online course that he taught. He essentially took
advantage of India‘s rising pre-pandemic gig economy in education. When authorities at the institution
discovered the racket, they suspended him. This is a cautionary tale for the global rise of shadow
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entrepreneurship, not just in education but other sectors such as finance (for easy loans), the betting
economy (online games) and healthcare (e-pharmacies). Given the potential perverse consequences of
shadow entrepreneurship in the long run for consumer welfare, regulation is needed to monitor quality of
services.
Supply and demand shock
 What might drive the rise of shadow entrepreneurship? When there is a supply and demand shock as
momentous as COVID-19, a new market may open up to tackle the shifting inwards of markets, owing
to rising prices and lower quantities available.
 Shadow entrepreneurs, offering the allure of technology-mediated services, can help release the
associated distortions and frictions in the market by offering complementary services that traditional
service providers may be constrained to offer or consumers might not be able to access due to lockdown
constraints.
 This could produce a redistribution of old consumers towards these new markets provided through
technology and also entry of new consumers. While markets may self-correct using the invisible hand
principles, the initial spike in demand and ensuing lock-in effects might imply higher market power for
early movers.
 The manifestation of such market power will happen through a variety of ways beyond the obvious price
setting effects. Small firms will get acquired by large firms. First movers in the space with deep pockets
could generate irrationally high valuations. This may also show up with cross-border and national
security implications as recently reported about shady loans being provided by Chinese instant loan
providers online.
 Such technology-mediated shadow entrepreneurial platforms could also harbour less than safe spaces as
is happening with harassment in Indian telemedicine platforms.
 It will also mean that unscrupulous individuals who are not entrepreneurs per se but are complementary
service providers will potentially take more advantage of these post-pandemic market constraints,
extracting money from consumers by means such as document forgery.
 Clearly, while such shadow entrepreneurialism may spike short-run welfare effects with technology
mediated access, they could create perverse welfare consequences in the long run.
The way forward
 What is then the way forward to regulate such activity? As research by Amit Seru at Stanford University
and his colleagues found through studying shadow finance in the U.S., or research by the Indian Institute
of Management, Ahmedabad found in the world of private coaching houses in Indian education, strong
monitoring of quality would be essential.
 This needs to be complemented with non-compliance being punishable with a jail term, clamping down
on services and related strict consequences. Those shadow firms that comply are more than welcome to
join the dominant mode of service delivery with non-shadow firms. But without regulation, the situation
could spiral out of control, given monitoring needs of public goods distribution for the developing world.
 There also needs to be an associated harmonisation of activities between competition authorities of
governments (in India‘s case the Ministry of Corporate Affairs in regulating shadow entrepreneurship
and government departments in healthcare, education or finance).
 The big question though is, caught in the stress and fatigue of trying to manage the virus, will
governments worldwide pay attention? If not, we may be in for the non-COVID-19 adverse welfare
consequences of COVID-19, given the rise in shadow entrepreneurship around the world.
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Balance sheet of a bad bank
(Source: Indian Express )
Context: The idea of setting up a bad bank to resolve the growing problem of non-performing assets
(NPAs), or loans on which borrowers have defaulted, is back on the table. With commercial banks set to
witness a spike in NPAs, or bad loans, in the wake of the contraction in the economy as a result of the
Covid-19 pandemic, Reserve Bank of India (RBI) Governor Shaktikanta Das recently agreed to look at the
proposal for the creation of a bad bank.
What’s a bad bank and how does it work?
 A bad bank conveys the impression that it will function as a bank but has bad assets to start with.
Technically, a bad bank is an asset reconstruction company (ARC) or an asset management company
that takes over the bad loans of commercial banks, manages them and finally recovers the money over a
period of time.
 The bad bank is not involved in lending and taking deposits, but helps commercial banks clean up their
balance sheets and resolve bad loans. The takeover of bad loans is normally below the book value of the
loan and the bad bank tries to recover as much as possible subsequently.
 Former RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan had opposed the idea of setting up a bad bank in which banks
hold a majority stake.
 US-based Mellon Bank created the first bad bank in 1988, after which the concept has been implemented
in other countries including Sweden, Finland, France and Germany. However, resolution agencies or
ARCs set up as banks, which originate or guarantee lending, have ended up turning into reckless lenders
in some countries.
Do we need a bad bank?
 The idea gained currency during Rajan‘s tenure as RBI Governor. The RBI had then initiated an asset
quality review (AQR) of banks and found that several banks had suppressed or hidden bad loans to show
a healthy balance sheet.
 However, the idea remained on paper amid lack of consensus on the efficacy of such an institution.
ARCs have not made any impact in resolving bad loans due to many procedural issues.
 Now, with the pandemic hitting the banking sector, the RBI fears a spike in bad loans in the wake of a
six-month moratorium it has announced to tackle the economic slowdown.
What is the stand of the RBI and government on a bad bank?
 While the RBI did not show much enthusiasm about a bad bank all these years, there are signs that it can
look at the idea now. Last week, Governor Das indicated that the RBI can consider the idea of a bad
bank to tackle bad loans. In recent months, the Finance Ministry too has been receptive to the idea.
 Viral Acharya, when he was the RBI Deputy Governor, had said it would be better to limit the objective
of these asset management companies to the orderly resolution of stressed assets, followed by a graceful
exit.
 Acharya suggested two models to solve the problem of stressed assets.
o The first is a private asset management company (PAMC), which is said to be suitable for
stressed sectors where the assets are likely to have an economic value in the short run, with
moderate levels of debt forgiveness.
o The second model is the National Asset Management Company (NAMC), which would be
necessary for sectors where the problem is not just one of excess capacity but possibly also of
economically unviable assets in the short to medium terms.
Will a bad bank solve the problem of NPAs?
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Despite a series of measures by the RBI for better recognition and provisioning against NPAs, as well as
massive doses of capitalisation of public sector banks by the government, the problem of NPAs
continues in the banking sector, especially among the weaker banks.
As the Covid-related stress pans out in the coming months, proponents of the concept feel that a
professionally-run bad bank, funded by the private lenders and supported the government, can be an
effective mechanism to deal with NPAs.
The bad bank concept is in some ways similar to an ARC but is funded by the government initially, with
banks and other investors co-investing in due course. The presence of the government is seen as a means
to speed up the clean-up process.
Many other countries had set up institutional mechanisms such as the Troubled Asset Relief Programme
(TARP) in the US to deal with a problem of stress in the financial system.

Has the banking system made any proposal?
 The banking sector, led by the Indian Banks‘ Association, had submitted a proposal last May for setting
up a bad bank to resolve the NPA problem, proposing equity contribution from the government and
banks.
 The proposal was also discussed at the Financial Stability and Development Council (FSDC) meeting,
but it did not find favour with the government which preferred a market-led resolution process. The
banking industry‘s proposal was based on an idea proposed by a panel on faster resolution of stressed
assets in public sector banks headed by former Punjab National Bank Chairman Sunil Mehta.
 This panel had proposed a company, Sashakt India Asset Management, for resolving large bad loans two
years ago.
 The idea of a bad bank was discussed in 2018 too, but it never took shape. During the pandemic, banks
and India Inc were also pitching for one-time restructuring of loans and NPA reclassification norms from
90 days to 180 days as relief measures to tackle the impact of the lockdown and the slowdown in the
economy.
 Currently, loans in which the borrower fails to pay principal and/or interest charges within 90 days are
classified as NPAs and provisioning is made accordingly.
How serious is the NPA issue in the wake of the pandemic?
 Bad loans in the system are expected to balloon in the wake of contraction in the economy and the
problems being faced by many sectors.
 The RBI noted in its recent Financial Stability Report that the gross NPAs of the banking sector are
expected to shoot up to 13.5% of advances by September 2021, from 7.5% in September 2020, under the
baseline scenario, as ―a multi-speed recovery is struggling to gain traction‖ amidst the pandemic.
 The report warned that if the macroeconomic environment worsens into a severe stress scenario, the ratio
may escalate to 14.8%. Among bank groups, the NPA ratio of PSU banks, which was 9.7% in September
2020, may increase to 16.2% by September 2021 under the baseline scenario.
 The K V Kamath Committee, which helped the RBI with designing a one-time restructuring scheme,
also noted that corporate sector debt worth Rs 15.52 lakh crore has come under stress after Covid-19 hit
India, while another Rs 22.20 lakh crore was already under stress before the pandemic.
 This effectively means Rs 37.72 crore (72% of the banking sector debt to industry) remains under stress.
This is almost 37% of the total non-food bank credit.
 The panel led by Kamath, a veteran banker, has said companies in sectors such as retail trade, wholesale
trade, roads and textiles are facing stress. Sectors that have been under stress pre-Covid include NBFCs,
power, steel, real estate and construction. Setting up a bad bank is seen as crucial against this backdrop.
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5G
(Source: Indian Express )
Context: The Department of Telecommunications (DoT) has sought inputs from telcos and other industry
experts on the sale and use of radio frequency spectrum over the next 10 years, including the 5G bands.
What is 5G technology and how is it different?
 5G or fifth generation is the latest upgrade in the long-term evolution (LTE) mobile broadband networks.
5G mainly works in 3 bands, namely low, mid and high frequency spectrum — all of which have their
own uses as well as limitations.
 While the low band spectrum has shown great promise in terms of coverage and speed of internet and
data exchange, the maximum speed is limited to 100 Mbps (Megabits per second). This means that while
telcos can use and install it for commercial cellphone users who may not have specific demands for very
high speed internet, the low band spectrum may not be optimal for specialised needs of the industry.
 The mid-band spectrum, on the other hand, offers higher speeds compared to the low band, but has
limitations in terms of coverage area and penetration of signals. Telcos and companies, which have taken
the lead on 5G, have indicated that this band may be used by industries and specialised factory units for
building captive networks that can be moulded into the needs of that particular industry.
 The high-band spectrum offers the highest speed of all the three bands, but has extremely limited
coverage and signal penetration strength. Internet speeds in the high-band spectrum of 5G has been
tested to be as high as 20 Gbps (giga bits per second), while, in most cases, the maximum internet data
speed in 4G has been recorded at 1 Gbps.
Where does India stand in the 5G technology race?
 On par with the global players, India had, in 2018, planned to start 5G services as soon as possible, with
an aim to capitalise on the better network speeds and strength that the technology promised.
 All the three private telecom players, Reliance Jio Infocomm, Bharti Airtel and Vi, have been urging the
DoT to lay out a clear road map of spectrum allocation and 5G frequency bands, so that they would be
able to plan the roll out of their services accordingly.
 One big hurdle, however, is the lack of flow of cash and adequate capital with at least two of the three
players, namely Bharti Airtel and Vodafone Idea.
 On the other hand, Reliance Jio plans to launch an indigenously built 5G network for the country as
early as the second half of this year. The company is said to have a complete end-to-end 5G solution
prepared by the company itself that is ready for deployment once the networks are in place. This solution
can also be deployed by other telecom operators as a complete managed service.
What is the global progress on 5G?
 More than governments, global telecom companies have started building 5G networks and rolling it out
to their customers on a trial basis. In countries like the US, companies such as AT&T, T-mobile, and
Verizon have taken the lead when it comes to rolling out commercial 5G for their users.
 While some such as AT&T had started testing and deploying the technology as early as 2018, other
companies such as Verizon have followed suit, expanding their 5G ultra-wide broadband services to as
many as 60 cities by the end of 2020. In other countries such as China, some of the telcos such as China
Unicom had started 5G trials as early as 2018, and have since rolled out the commercial services for
users.
 South Korean company Samsung, which had started researching on 5G technology way back in 2011,
has, on the other hand, taken the lead when it comes to building the hardware for 5G networks for
several companies.
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France is facing a lawsuit over climate inaction
(Source: Indian Express )
Context: A Paris court began hearing a landmark case — described by some environmental activists as
―the case of the century‖ — accusing the French government of failing to do enough to halt climate change.
The case is part of a lawsuit launched two years ago by a group of environmental NGOs and backed by over
2.3 million citizens.
Why was the lawsuit filed against the French government?
 The legal case dates back to 2018, when four prominent environmental NGOs — Greenpeace France,
Oxfam France, Notre Affaire à Tous and Nicolas Hulot — filed a formal complaint against the French
government, after a historic petition against climate change garnered a record 2.3 million signatures.
 Unhappy with the response they received, the NGOs launched a lawsuit in March 2019, seeking
symbolic damages of just €1 from the French government. Along with the case, the NGOs presented 100
personal testimonies after collecting over 25,000 online, AFP reported.
 In their lawsuit, the organisations accused the government of failing to live up the commitments it had
made under the Paris Agreement and other national and international climate accords. The NGOs
claimed that the government had repeatedly postponed implementing policies to curb greenhouse gas
emissions, and limit the rise in global temperatures.
 ―Greenhouse gas emissions under this government‘s five-year term dropped at a pace that was twice as
slow as the trajectories foreseen under the law,‖ the NGOs said in a joint statement. The groups hope the
French government will be held responsible for climate inaction following the case, which will set a
precedent for other nations around the world.
 ―We are full of hope for this hearing and the decision that will follow,‖ Jean-Francois Julliard, director
of Greenpeace France, told AFP. ―The icing on the cake would be a decision to urge the state to do more
to put France back on the trajectory of the Paris Agreement.‖
Is France doing enough to combat climate change?
 The Paris Agreement was signed in 2016 by nearly every country in the world, with the aim of limiting
global warming to less than 2 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels. But environmental experts say
that most nations, including France, have failed to meet the commitments laid down in the agreement.
 In December last year, French President Emmanuel Macron announced a referendum to add the fight
against climate change and ecological degradation to the country‘s constitution. He acknowledged that
France had a long way to go before it could achieve its climate-related targets to curb global warming.
 France is still falling short of the national targets to reduce emission as set under the Paris Agreement.
Meanwhile, India happens to be the only G20 nation which is on track to meet its goals as per the
agreement, DW reported.
 A report submitted by France‘s independent advisory council on climate warned that the government had
to work harder to reduce carbon dioxide emissions in the country as it had failed to meet the first official
objective of its 2015-18 carbon budget. During this period, annual emissions dropped by a minuscule 1.1
per cent, which was much less than planned, the Guardian reported. The government would have to
triple the rate of decrease to meet its targets by 2025, the report stated.
 While France has pledged to reduce its emissions by 40 per cent by 2030, experts have said it has far
exceeded its carbon budgets and not done enough to make buildings more energy efficient, or to develop
renewable energy.
How has the French government responded to the lawsuit?
 The French Environment Ministry denied that it failed to comply with its legal obligations to fight
climate change and called for the case to be dismissed, CNN reported. France argued that it could not be
held ―solely responsible‖ for climate change in the country.
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―France makes up around 1% of the world‘s population and emits around 1% of the planet‘s greenhouse
gases each year,‖ the government wrote in its defence. It argued that a substantial part of the country‘s
pollution comes from ―industrial and agricultural activities‖ as well as from ―individual choices and
decisions which it is not always possible to influence‖.
Speaking at the One Planet Summit in Kenyan capital Nairobi last year, President Macron said he did
not believe the lawsuit would lead anywhere, Reuters reported. ―The solution is in all of us. On this
issue, it is not the People vs. The Government. This nonsense should stop,‖ he said. ―We all must act.
Governments must act. Major enterprises must act. Investors must act. Citizens must act. All together.‖

Have other countries faced lawsuits over the climate crisis?
 According to a report published by the Grantham Institute and the London School of Economics in 2019,
climate action lawsuits against governments are becoming a popular phenomenon worldwide. Lawsuits
have been launched against governments and corporates in at least 28 countries.
 While the United States is the leader in climate litigation, with over 1,023 cases, the study found that
other nations were quickly catching up.
 In 2015, a Dutch environmental group called the Urgenda Foundation, joined by 900 Dutch citizens,
sued the Netherlands government for doing little to prevent global climate change. The District Court in
the Hague ordered the country to limit greenhouse gas emissions to 25 per cent below 1990 levels by
2020, finding the government‘s existing pledge of 17 per cent insufficient to meet UN goals.
 In October 2019, the German government faced its first climate inaction lawsuit. With the help of
Greenpeace, a group of German farmers filed a case against the government after they noticed that their
annual yields were reducing due to extended droughts.
 Berlin‘s administrative court, however, later dismissed their argument stating that a 2014 Cabinet
decision to cut the country‘s emissions by 40 per cent was not legally binding and had been replaced by
new targets.

Diet to save the Environment
(Source: Down to Earth )
Context: A growing body of scientific evidence suggests our dietary habits are putting way too much
pressure on the environment.
Details:
 It is the world‘s largest production line: Starts with growing and harvesting crops, moves on to
processing food, then transporting and marketing it; eventually the consumption and disposal of the
waste. But the process that sustains 7.8 billion people also emits 21-37 per cent of all greenhouse gases a
year that can be traced back to human activities.
 This was flagged by Enhancing NDCs For Food Systems Recommendations For Decision-makers, a
September 2020 report by United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) in association with nonprofits World Wildlife Fund and EAT as well as policy advisor Climate Focus BV.
 Our food system is thus as polluting as sectors that generate electricity and heat (25 per cent of
greenhouse gases emitted) and industries (21 per cent); it is also more polluting than transportation (14
per cent) and buildings and energy usage (16 per cent). Now, try to gauge the additional emissions as we
churn out more to feed 10 billion mouths by 2050.

www.theprayasindia.com/e-pathshala

info@theprayasindia.com

+91-7710013217 / 9892560176

The Prayas ePathshala
www.theprayasindia.com/e-pathshala/


















Researchers from the United Kingdom and the United States recently created an experimental model to
estimate emissions from food production. They created
a climate-utopian condition in which all sources of
greenhouse gases other than food production were
halted; it was a world completely shifted to renewable
energy, electric vehicles, sustainable buildings and
non-polluting manufacturing.
Yet, the food system alone contributed enough
greenhouse gases to heat up the planet above the 1.5
degree Celsius target under the Paris Agreement
sometime between 2051 and 2063, they noted in the
November 2020 issue of the journal Science.
This may come as a surprise to those who think of
plants as carbon sinks. It is true that plants remove
carbon dioxide from the atmosphere through
photosynthesis. But they release large amounts of
carbon dioxide when decompose.
Then there are several other stages in a food system
directly or indirectly responsible for carbon emis sions.
For instance, felling forests to make way for farms and
pastures removes a major carbon sink and thus
indirectly contributes to emission load in the
atmosphere.
Running farm machinery on fossil fuels and manufac
turing of agrochemicals and fertilisers too emit
greenhouse gases. Even cattle burps release methane, which is a far more potent greenhouse gas than
carbon dioxide.
According to the September 2020 UNEP assessment:
 Reducing land-use change and conversion of natural habitats alone can lower emissions by 4.6
gigatonnes of carbon dioxide equivalents (GtCO2e) a year
 Reducing food loss and waste, which accounts for 8 per cent of anthropogenic emissions, can
cut emissions by 4.5 GtCO2e
 Improving production methods and reducing methane from livestock can lower emissions by up to
1.44 GtCO2e
 A massive 8 GtCO2e reduction is possible by including a higher proportion of plant-based foods in
the diet than animal-based foods
But the authors of the Science study say global warming cannot be limited to 1.5°C just by employing
any one of the emission reduction strategies. They recommend a dramatic food transformation in
addition to a complete transition away from fossil fuels to avert harmful impacts of climate change.
The onus is now on the food plate. Unfortunately, unlike other emission-intensive sectors where cleaner
and viable alternatives are available for switching to low-carbon energy — electricity can be sourced
from photovoltaic systems instead of coal-based power plants; one can use electric vehicles instead of
diesel cars — the ways to decarbonise food are less clear. Carbon emissions are integral to the biological
system. Besides, one cannot just stop eating.
Since 2018, scientists from world over have been working overtime to understand the unexplored links
between food systems, human health and climate change, and figure out how and where this essential
element of life has gone awry.
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What needs to be done?
 The commission brought together 37 leading scientists from worldwide to answer one question: Can we
feed a future population of 10 billion people a healthy diet within planetary boundaries? It set global
targets for food systems that are environmentally sustainable and benefit human health.
 Since all of the 14GtCO2e from the food system cannot be eliminated by 2050, as it is intrinsic to the
biological processes in plants and animals, the commission has set the planetary boundary for food
production emissions, or carbon budget, at a maximum of 5GtCO2e. The remaining 9Gt would need to
be mitigated through activities like shifting diets, changes in production practic es, decarbonising food
value chain and reducing food loss and waste.
 However, no combination of improved productivity and reduced waste is sufficient to bring greenhouse
gas emissions within the planetary boundary under the ―business as usual‖ dietary scenario. The
commission has thus proposed the first global diet, Planetary Health Diet, which can reduce urban
emissions by 60 per cent in 10 years.
 This diet is based on healthy and sustainable ingredients produced within planetary boundaries and
adaptable to local contexts. It discourages over-consumption of any food to the extent that it impacts
biodiv ersity, environment and human health, and proposes a shift to more plant-based diets and reduce
consumption of meat-based diets.
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Transformation to healthy diets by 2050 will require substantial dietary shifts. Global consumption of
fruits, vegetables, nuts and legumes will have to double, and consumption of foods such as red meat and
sugar will have to be reduced by more than 50 per cent.

Way Forward
 In July 2020, EAT published a report which says some countries are more responsible for the emissions
from the food system; most of these are
in G20 bloc. The study, Diets for a
Better Future, has calculated the foodprint of each G20 country and found
that the bloc, representing 10 per cent of
the countries and 64 per cent of the
global population, accounts for 75 per
cent of the global food-emissions.
 EAT says increasing consumption of
fruits, vegetables, legumes and nuts and
lowering consumption of meat and dairy
that goes beyond current national
dietary guidelines (NDG) would reduce
the G20 food-print to 40 per cent of the
carbon budget for food. However,
NDGs of G20 countries will have to be
ambitious enough to free up part of the
carbon budget for food to create space
for poor countries so that they improve
diets and increase their consumption of
animal-source
foods
to
tackle
undernutrition
without
further
destroying the planet.
 A similar report by WWF in October
2020 also highlights that global
cooperation would be imperative to
ensure a healthy population in a healthy
planet. For instance, Malawi has to
increase its consumption of dairy, fish,
and fruits and vegetables to reduce the
prevalence of under-five overwei ght and under-five wasting, says the report that analysed food
consumption patterns in 147 countries and six regions and NDGs of 75 countries.
 This would lead to an increase in per capita emissions by 30 per cent. This can be compensated by
countries like Sweden, Australia, Argentina, Brazil and France who need to reduce food-emissions.
Sweden‘s per capita food-emissions are over double Malawi‘s. To reduce it by 50 per cent, Sweden
would need to reduce consumption of red meat by 90 per cent and dairy by 69 per cent, notes the report
Bending the Curve: Restorative Power of Planet-Based Diets.
 Both the reports, however, highlight that NDGs are not aligned with those of a healthy diet and most
countries are not ambitious enough to bring food systems within planetary boundaries. While the EATLancet Commission says countries will have to make an effort to mitigate the 9GtCO2e emissions
outside the carbon budget for food, the WWF report says current NDGs would help reduce it only by
1Gt.
 Dietary changes take place at the local level, so it is important to translate the global agenda into
actionable national-level analysis.
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Working on NDGs now is crucial as over 100 countries have developed or are developing their
guidelines. So far some countries have taken the first step towards this (including planet-based diet in
NDGs). We need to identify champion countries where governments are supporting to make this change.
When countries see that other countries are doing it, they would be willing to make this change.
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Current Affairs Quiz
1. Consider the following statements regarding Forest Fires.
1. Forest Fires occur most commonly in Chir Pine forests.
2. Forest fires increase organic matter in the soil and prevent soil erosion.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: a)
Forest fires may destroy organic matter in the soil and expose the top layer to erosion.
2. Which of the following statement/s is/are incorrect?
1. Every two years, the United Nations General Assembly elects all the ten non-permanent members of
the UN Security Council (UNSC) at once.
2. The ten non-permanent member seats are distributed among different regions of the world and
African and Asian countries together get half of the seats.
Select the correct answer code:
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: a)
Each year, the General Assembly elects five non-permanent members out of a total of 10, for a two-year
term.
3. Consider the following statements with respect to India Innovation Index 2020
1. The index seeks to rank states and Union Territories based on their relative performance of
supporting innovation.
2. It is released by Ministry of Commerce and Industries.
Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Answer : a
 NITI Aayog will release the second edition of its India Innovation Index 2020.
4. Cherry Blossom Mao Festival is celebrated in a. Arunachal Pradesh
b. Manipur
c. Nagaland
d. Assam
Answer : b
5. Desert Knight-21 is a bilateral Air exercise between India and which of the following country?
a. Russia
b. France
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c. Mangolia
d. Saudi Arabia
Answer : b
6. Which of the following statement/s is/are incorrect with respect to CAFE-2 Regulations
1. It aims at improving fuel efficiency of vehicles by lowering Sulphur dioxide (SO2) Emissions.
2. It is calculated based on data from actual on-road performance of vehicles.
Select the correct answer code:
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Answer : c
CAFE-2 Regulations
 CAFE or Corporate Average Fuel Efficiency/Economy regulations are in force in many advanced as
well as developing nations, including India.
 They aim at lowering fuel consumption (or improving fuel efficiency) of vehicles by lowering Carbon
dioxide (CO2) emissions, thus serving the twin purposes of reducing dependence on oil for fuel and
controlling pollution.
 CAFE standards are calculated by a production-weighted average of mileage ratings across a
manufacturer's fleet; they are not based on data from actual on-road performance.
7. Which of the following statement(s) is/are correct with respect to Asmi Weapon
1. It is a Rocket indigenously developed by Bharat Dynamics.
2. 3D Printing process has been used in designing and prototyping of various parts of the weapon.
Select the correct answer using the codes given below:
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Answer : b
Asmi Weapon
 Recently, the Ministry of Defence has launched India‘s first indigenous Machine Pistol, named Asmi.
 It has been jointly developed by Defence Research & Development Organisation (DRDO) and Indian
Army.
 It is designed by Infantry School, and DRDO‘s Armament Research & Development Establishment
(ARDE).
8. Consider the following statements regarding Open Skies Treaty (OST).
1. Open Skies Treaty (OST) is an accord between member countries that allows participants to fly
armed reconnaissance flights over any part of the fellow member states.
2. Under the treaty, a member state can ―spy‖ on any part of the host nation, with the latter‘s consent.
3. United States and Russia are members of the Open Skies Treaty.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 only
c) 2 and 3 only
d) 3 only
Answer: b)
 Russia announced that it was leaving the Open Skies Treaty (OST), an accord that allows participants to
fly unarmed reconnaissance flights over any part of their fellow member states.
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In November, 2020 the United States left the OST first after accusing Russia of violating the pact–
allegations that Russia denied. Moscow has now blamed Washington for its own decision of leaving the
treaty.

9. Which of the following statements is/are correct regarding Bad Bank?
1. A bad bank is an asset reconstruction company (ARC) that takes over the bad loans of commercial
banks, manages them and finally recovers the money over a period of time.
2. Bad bank is also involved in lending and taking deposits.
Select the correct answer code:
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Answer: a)
 The bad bank is not involved in lending and taking deposits, but helps commercial banks clean up their
balance sheets and resolve bad loans. The takeover of bad loans is normally below the book value of the
loan and the bad bank tries to recover as much as possible subsequently.
10. Consider the following statements regarding 5G Technology.
1. 5G or fifth generation is the latest upgrade in the long-term evolution (LTE) mobile broadband
networks.
2. 5G only works in high frequency spectrum.
3. 5G is set to be as much as 100 times faster than 4G.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: c)
 5G mainly works in 3 bands, namely low, mid and high frequency spectrum — all of which have their
own uses as well as limitations.
11. Darfur Province, often seen in the news recently is located ina. Israel
b. Sudan
c. Yemen
d. Saudi Arabia
Answer : b
12. Consider the following statements with respect to Lumpy Skin Disease
1. It is a fungal disease of cattle that is spread by biting insects.
2. Humans are not at risk of developing lumpy skin disease, even if they are in contact with the infected
animal.
Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct?
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Answer : b
It is a viral disease.
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13. First wildlife sanctuary exclusively for wolves is to be setup in a. Himachal Pradesh
b. Karnataka
c. Maharashtra
d. Madhya Pradesh
Answer : b
14. Which of the following statements is/are correct with respect to National Disaster Response Force
(NDRF)
1. It was constituted in 2006 for the purpose of specialized response to natural and man-made disasters.
2. The personnel of NDRF can also be deployed for routine law and order duties.
Select the correct answer code:
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Answer : a
 The personnel of NDRF cannot be deployed for routine law and order duties.
15. Ratle Hydro Electric (HE) Project is located on which of the following rivers?
a. River Kosi
b. River Chenab
c. River Hooghly
d. River Subansiri
Answer : b
16. Which of the following Indian State has launched ―MICE‖ Tourism policy 2021-25?
a. Jammu and Kashmir
b. Maharashtra
c. Gujarat
d. Uttar Pradesh
Answer : c
17. Consider the following statements regarding United Nations Security Council (UNSC).
1. It is the only UN body with the authority to issue binding resolutions to member states.
2. All decisions of the UNSC must be approved by the UN General Assembly to be enforced.
3. It recommends new states for admission as member states of the United Nations (UN).
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3
Answer: c)
 Decisions that are vetoed by the P-5 cannot be submitted for the review of the UNGA. Also, the UNSC
is the authority under the UN charter to take action in situations threatening international peace and
security.
18. With respect to Exercise Kavach 2021, which of the following statements is/are correct?
1. It is a joint military exercise between India and Thailand.
2. The exercise is being conducted under the aegis of the Andaman and Nicobar Command (ANC).
Select the correct answer code:
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a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Answer : b
Exercise Kavach
 It is a large scale joint military exercise involving assets of Indian Army, Indian Navy, Indian Air Force
and Indian Coast Guard.
19. Which of the following released Adaptation Gap Report 2020 recently?
a. UN Environment Programme (UNEP)
b. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
c. International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)
d. World Meteorological Organization (WMO)
Answer : a
20. Consider the following statements regarding Urban heat island (UHI).
1. An urban heat island (UHI) is an urban area that is significantly warmer than its surrounding rural
areas due to human activities.
2. The effect of Urban heat island is more severe during daytime than in night time.
3. The UHI decreases air quality by increasing the production of pollutants such as ozone, and
decreases water quality.
Which of the above statements is/are correct?
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) All of the above
Answer: c)
 The temperature difference is usually larger at night than during the day, and is most apparent when
winds are weak.
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