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Prelims
NATIONAL

Agriculture Infrastructure Development Cess
(Source: The HinduBusinessline )
Context: The Budget for 2021-22 has proposed a new levy — Agriculture Infrastructure Development Cess.
What is it?
 Cess is a kind of special-purpose tax which is levied over and above basic tax rates. The purpose of the
new AIDC is to raise funds to finance spending on developing agriculture infrastructure. Considering
that not much private investment is forthcoming for agriculture, the Centre now seeks to raise a
dedicated fund to meet these expenses.
 The new cess will be levied on 29 products, prominent among which are gold, silver, imported apple,
imported alcohol (excluding beer), imported pulses, imported palm oil, imported urea, and petrol/diesel
including branded ones. While Basic Custom Duty (BCD) has been lowered on 25 of these products,
Basic Excise Duty (BED) and Special Additional Excise Duty (SAED) have been lowered on unbranded
and branded petrol-diesel.
 The new cess will only offset the reduction in customs or excise duty and thus will not raise the tax
incidence for consumers.
 Drawing power from Articles 270 and 271 of the Constitution, the Centre collects cess and deposits it in
the Consolidated Fund of India. However, the money is then supposed to be transferred to a segregated
fund to be used for specific purpose.
Why it is important?
 There are two aspects — usages and effect. The AIDC is proposed to be used to improve agricultural
infrastructure aimed at not only boosting production but also in helping conserve and process farm
output efficiently.
 Considering the debate on the new farm laws, the AIDC was perhaps meant to send out the message that
the Centre is going the extra mile to improve the lot of farmers. But on the flip side, the money collected
through cess and surcharge are not part of the divisible pool, from which devolution of Central taxes
takes place to the States.
 When customs duty or excise is replaced by cess, the pie from which States get a share tends to shrink.
Take the example of unbranded petrol. While the new AIDC will be levied at ₹2.50 per litre, the basic
excise duty and special additional excise duty have been reduced by equal or lower amounts.
 While States would so far have got 41 per cent of the ₹2.50 per litre of petrol sold (₹1.02 per litre) while
the balance would have remained with Centre. Now, the Centre will have the entire ₹2.50 levied as
AIDC at its disposal.

Arjun Main Battle Tank MK-1A
Context: Prime Minister Narendra Modi handed over the indigenously developed Arjun Main Battle Tank
(MK-1A) to the Indian Army at a ceremony in Chennai. The army will get 118 units of the Main Battle Tank,
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indigenously designed, developed and manufactured by CVRDE and DRDO along with 15 academic
institutions, eight labs and several MSMEs.
What is the Arjun Main Battle Tank?
 The Arjun Main Battle Tank project was initiated by DRDO in 1972 with the Combat Vehicles Research
and Development Establishment (CVRDE) as its lead laboratory.
 The objective was to create a ―state-of-the-art tank with superior fire power, high mobility, and excellent
protection‖.
 During the development, the CVRDE achieved breakthroughs in the engine, transmission,
hydropneumatic suspension, hull and turret as well as the gun control system. Mass production began in
1996 at the Indian Ordnance Factory‘s production facility in Avadi, Tamil Nadu.
What are the features of the Arjun tank?
 The Arjun tanks stand out for their ‗Fin Stabilised Armour Piercing Discarding Sabot (FSAPDS)‘
ammunition and 120-mm calibre rifled gun.
 It also has a computer-controlled integrated fire control system with stabilised sighting that works in all
lighting conditions. The secondary weapons include a co-axial 7.62-mm machine gun for anti-personnel
and a 12.7-mm machine gun for anti-aircraft and ground targets.
How many Arjun tanks have been inducted so far?
 The Indian Army received the first batch of 16 tanks in 2004 and they were inducted as a squadron of the
43 Armoured Regiment. In 2009, the first Arjun regiment of the Indian Army had 45 tanks.
 By 2011, over 100 tanks had been delivered. In 2010, the Indian army ordered another 124 Arjuns. The
Ministry of Defence ordered another 118 units of the Arjun Mk-1A. These are the units being inducted
now at a revised cost of over Rs 8,400 crore.
How is the Mk-1A different?
 The Mk-1A version has 14 major upgrades on the earlier version. It is also supposed to have missile
firing capability as per the design, but this feature will be added later as final testing of the capability is
still on.
 However, the biggest achievement with the latest version is 54.3 per cent indeginous content against the
41 per cent in the earlier model.

Mandarin Duck
(Source: Indian Express )
Context: Floating in the Maguri-Motapung beel (or wetland) in Assam‟s Tinsukia district for over a week is
the spectacular and rare Mandarin duck.
What is the Mandarin duck?
 Considered the most beautiful duck in the world, the Mandarin
duck, or the (Aix galericulata) was first identified by Swedish
botanist, physician and zoologist Carl Linnaeus in 1758.
 The eBird website, a platform that documents birds world over,
describes it as a ―small-exotic looking bird‖ native to East Asia.
 The migratory duck breeds in Russia, Korea, Japan and
northeastern parts of China, explained Gogoi. It now has
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established populations in Western Europe and America too. In 2018, when a Mandarin duck was
spotted in a pond in New York City‘s Central Park, it created a flutter among local residents.
The duck, however, rarely visits India as it does not fall in its usual migratory route. There are only a
handful of recorded sightings here.
It was recorded in 1902 in Dibru river in the Rongagora area in Tinsukia.
More recently, it was sighted in Manipur‘s Loktak Lake in 2013, and in Saatvoini Beel in Manas
National Park and Tiger Reserve in Assam‘s Baksa district 2014.

What is the Maguri beel?
 The Maguri Motapung wetland — an Important Bird Area as declared by the Bombay Natural History
Society — is located close to the Dibru Saikhowa National Park in Upper Assam.
 The wetland has a grassland adjacent to it. ―The entire ecosystem (grassland and wetland) is very
important as it is home to at least 304 bird species, including a number of endemic ones like Blackbreasted parrotbill and Marsh babbler.‖
 In May 2020, the beel was adversely affected by a blowout and fire at an Oil India Limited-owned gas
well. The resulting oil spill killed a number of fish, snakes as well as an endangered Gangetic dolphin,
and the fire had burnt a large portion of the grassland.

Bhimbetka
(Source: The Hindu )
Context: Researchers have discovered three fossils of the earliest known living animal — the 550-millionyear-old „Dickinsonia‟ — on the roof of the Bhimbetka Rock Shelters, about 40 km from Bhopal.
About Bhimbetka
 The Bhimbetka rock shelters are an archaeological site in central India that spans the prehistoric
paleolithic and mesolithic periods, as well as the historic period. It exhibits the earliest traces of human
life on the Indian subcontinent and evidence of Stone Age starting at the site in Acheulian times.
 It is located in the Raisen District in the Indian state of Madhya Pradesh about 45 kilometres (28 miles)
southeast of Bhopal. It is a UNESCO world heritage site that consists of seven hills and over 750 rock
shelters distributed over 10 kilometres (6.2 miles).
 At least some of the shelters were inhabited by Homo erectus more than 100,000 years ago. The rock
shelters and caves provide evidence of, according to Encyclopædia Britannica, and a "rare glimpse" into
human settlement and cultural evolution from hunter-gatherers, to agriculture, and expressions of
spirituality.
 Some of the Bhimbetka rock shelters feature prehistoric cave paintings and the earliest are about 30,000
years old. These cave paintings show themes such as animals, early evidence of dance and hunting. The
Bhimbetka site has the oldest known rock art in the Indian subcontinent, as well as is one of the largest
prehistoric complexes.
Location
 The Rock Shelters of Bhimbetaka (or Bhim Baithaka) is 45 kilometers southeast of Bhopal and 9 km
from Obedullaganj city in the Raisen District of Madhya Pradesh at the southern edge of the Vindhya
hills. South of these rock shelters are successive ranges of the Satpura hills.
 It is inside the Ratapani Wildlife Sanctuary, embedded in sandstone rocks, in the foothills of the Vindhya
Range.
 The site consists of seven hills: Vinayaka, Bhonrawali, Bhimbetka, Lakha Juar (east and west), Jhondra
and Muni Babaki Pahari.
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Rock art and paintings
 The rock shelters and caves of Bhimbetka have a large number of
paintings. The oldest paintings are found to be 30,000 years old,
but some of the geometric figures date to as recently as the
medieval period.
 The colors used are vegetable colors which have endured through
time because the drawings were generally made deep inside a
niche or on inner walls. The drawings and paintings can be
classified under seven different periods.
 Period I – (Upper Paleolithic): These are linear representations,
in green and dark red, of huge figures of animals such as bison,
tigers and rhinoceroses.
 Period II – (Mesolithic): Comparatively small in size the stylised figures in this group show linear
decorations on the body. In addition to animals there are human figures and hunting scenes, giving a
clear picture of the weapons they used: barbed spears, pointed sticks, bows and arrows. Some scenes are
interpreted as depicting tribal war between three tribes symbolised by their animal totems. The depiction
of communal dances, birds, musical instruments, mothers and children, pregnant women, men carrying
dead animals, drinking and burials appear in rhythmic movement.
 Period III – (Chalcolithic) Similar to the paintings of the Mesolithic, these drawings reveal that during
this period the cave dwellers of this area were in contact with the agricultural communities of the Malwa
plains, exchanging goods with them.
 Period IV & V – (Early historic): The figures of this group have a schematic and decorative style and are
painted mainly in red, white and yellow. The association is of riders, depiction of religious symbols,
tunic-like dresses and the existence of scripts of different periods. The religious beliefs are represented
by figures of yakshas, tree gods and magical sky chariots.
 Period VI & VII – (Medieval) : These paintings are geometric linear and more schematic, but they show
degeneration and crudeness in their artistic style. The colors used by the cave dwellers were prepared by
combining black manganese oxides, red hematite and charcoal.
 One rock, popularly referred to as ―Zoo Rock‖, depicts elephants, barasingha (swamp deer), bison and
deer. Paintings on another rock show a peacock, a snake, a deer and the sun. On another rock, two
elephants with tusks are painted. Hunting scenes with hunters carrying bows, arrows, swords and shields
also find their place in the community of these pre-historic paintings. In one of the caves, a bison is
shown in pursuit of a hunter while his two companions appear to stand helplessly nearby; in another,
some horsemen are seen, along with archers. In one painting, a large wild boar is seen.
 The paintings are classified largely in two groups, one as depiction of hunters and food gatherers, while
other one as fighters, riding on horses and elephant carrying metal weapons. the first group of paintings
dates to prehistoric times while second one dates to historic times. Most of the paintings from historic
period depicts battles between the rulers carrying swords, spears, bows and arrows.
 In one of the desolate rock shelters, the painting of a man holding a trident-like staff and dancing has
been named "Nataraj" by archaeologist V. S. Wakankar. It is estimated that paintings in at least 100
rockshelters might have been eroded away.

Maharaja Suheldev
(Source: PIB )
Context: PM to lay the foundation stone of Maharaja Suheldev Memorial and development work of
Chittaura Lake.
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About Maharaja Suheldev:
 Maharaja Suheldev, also spelt Suhaldev, was a ruler of Shravasti (Uttar Pradesh).
 He is mentioned in the 17th-century Persian-language historical romance Mirat-i-Masudi.
o Mirat-i-Masudi was written by Abd-ur-Rahman Chishti during the reign of the Mughal emperor
Jahangir.
o In this chronicle, Suheldev was the son of King Mordhwaj of Shravasti.
 Suheldev is popularly known to have defeated and killed the Ghaznavid general Ghazi Saiyyad Salar
Masud (a nephew of Mahmud of Ghazni) at Bahraich in 1034 CE.
 Suheldev is alternatively known as Sakardev, Suhirdadhwaj, Sahardev, etc.
 The Maharaja Suheldev Memorial is being built in Bahraich, UP.

FASTag
(Source: PIB )
Context: The Ministry of Road Transport & Highways has decided that all lanes in the fee plazas on
National Highways shall be declared as “FASTag lane of the fee plaza” w.e.f midnight of 15th/16th
February 2021.
What are FASTags?
 FASTags are rechargeable tags that are used in toll booths for the collection of tolls from vehicles using
the national highways.
 FASTAgs are basically stickers enabled with RFID (Radio Frequency Identification) technology, that
are stuck to the windowpanes of vehicles so that automatic deduction of toll can happen in toll booths,
without having the vehicle to stop.
o This is primarily meant to decrease the
traffic at toll booths and also to enable
more digital transactions in the country.
o These tags are linked to bank accounts and
other payment modules and are prepaid.
Once the amount is exhausted (or the
customer reaches the minimum amount to
be kept in the tag), they can be recharged.
o When a vehicle crosses a toll booth, the tag
is detected by the sensor, and the amount is
automatically deducted from the tag.
o The barrier then opens up for the vehicle to
pass through.
o The user then gets a notification on his
linked phone number about the deduction.
o This should significantly reduce waiting
time at the highway toll plazas, which generally see a lot of congestion.
o This also reduces the need for the drivers to carry liquid cash.
o A FASTag is valid for 5 years and after purchasing, it can be recharged as when needed.
o Currently, in national highways, cash is not being accepted at FASTag lanes, and any vehicle
entering it will be charged twice the toll amount.
o Customers living close to toll booths (within 10 km as per a government notification) can get a
concession on the toll amount which can be paid by the FASTag.
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o

The National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) is trying to get all states on board so that
FASTags can be applied all across India over both national and state highways.

Wholesale Price Index
(Source: Indian Express )
Context: The dissonance between headline wholesale inflation and retail inflation — with WPI now
trending up even as CPI is moderating, a sharp reversal of the post-pandemic trend of sluggish WPI print
and scorching CPI estimates — is being seen as an indicator of the economy opening up closer to full
potential.
What is Wholesale Price Index (WPI)?
 Wholesale Price Index, or WPI, measures the changes in the prices of goods sold and traded in bulk by
wholesale businesses to other businesses.
 WPI is unlike the Consumer Price Index (CPI), which tracks the prices of goods and services purchased
by consumers.
 To put it simply, the WPI tracks prices at the factory gate before the retail level.
Who publishes WPI in India and what does it show?
 Analysts use the numbers to track the supply and demand dynamics in industry, manufacturing and
construction. The numbers are released by the Economic Advisor in the Ministry of Commerce and
Industry.
 An upward surge in the WPI print indicates inflationary pressure in the economy and vice versa. The
quantum of rise in the WPI month-after-month is used to measure the level of wholesale inflation in the
economy.
What is the difference between WPI and CPI inflation?
 While WPI keeps track of the wholesale price of goods, the CPI measures the average price that
households pay for a basket of different goods and services.
 Even as the WPI is used as a key measure of inflation in some economies, the RBI no longer uses it for
policy purposes, including setting repo rates.
 The central bank currently uses CPI or retail inflation as a key measure of inflation to set the monetary
and credit policy.
New series of WPI
 With an aim to align the index with the base year of other important economic indicators such as GDP
and IIP, the base year was updated to 2011-12 from 2004-05 for the new series of Wholesale Price Index
(WPI), effective from April 2017.
Major components of WPI
 Primary articles is a major component of WPI, further subdivided into Food Articles and Non-Food
Articles.
 Food Articles include items such as Cereals, Paddy, Wheat, Pulses, Vegetables, Fruits, Milk, Eggs, Meat
& Fish, etc.
 Non-Food Articles include Oil Seeds, Minerals and Crude Petroleum
 The next major basket in WPI is Fuel & Power, which tracks price movements in Petrol, Diesel and LPG
 The biggest basket is Manufactured Goods. It spans across a variety of manufactured products such as
Textiles, Apparels, Paper, Chemicals, Plastic, Cement, Metals, and more.
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Manufactured Goods basket also includes manufactured food products such as Sugar, Tobacco Products,
Vegetable and Animal Oils, and Fats.
WPI has a sub-index called WPI Food Index, which is a combination of the Food Articles from the
Primary Articles basket, and the food products from the Manufactured Products basket.

Geo-Spatial Data
(Source: Indian Express )
Context: The Ministry of Science and Technology released new guidelines for the Geo-spatial sector in
India, which deregulates existing protocol and liberalises the sector to a more competitive field.
What is geo-spatial data?
 Geospatial data is data about objects, events, or phenomena that have a location on the surface of the
earth.
 The location may be static in the shortterm, like the location of a road, an
earthquake event, malnutrition among
children, or dynamic like a moving
vehicle or pedestrian, the spread of an
infectious disease.
 Geospatial data combines location
information, attribute information (the
characteristics of the object, event, or
phenomena concerned), and often also
temporal information or the time at
which the location and attributes exist.
 Geo-spatial
data usually involves
information of public interest such as
roads, localities, rail lines, water bodies,
and public amenities.
 The past decade has seen an increase in
the use of geo-spatial data in daily life
with various apps such as food delivery
apps like Swiggy or Zomato, ecommerce like Amazon or even weather
apps.

Right to Privacy
(Source: The Hindu )
Context: Chief Justice of India Sharad A. Bobde said Indians have “grave apprehensions” about privacy
from Facebook and WhatsApp.
What is Right to Privacy?
 Privacy is a constitutionally protected right which emerges primarily from the guarantee of life and
personal liberty in Article 21 of the Constitution. Elements of privacy also arise in varying contexts from
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the other facets of freedom and dignity recognised and guaranteed by the fundamental rights contained
in Part III.
The SC judgement recognising the existence of a constitutional right of privacy was not an exercise in
the nature of amending the Constitution nor the Court had embarked on a constitutional function of that
nature, which is entrusted to Parliament.
According to SC verdict, privacy is the constitutional core of human dignity. It has both normative and
descriptive function. At a normative level, privacy sub-serves those eternal values upon which the
guarantees of life, liberty and freedom are founded. At a descriptive level, privacy postulates a bundle of
entitlements and interests which lie at the foundation of ordered liberty.

What privacy includes
 Preservation of personal intimacies, the sanctity of family life, marriage, procreation, home and sexual
orientation.
 A right to be left alone.
 Safeguards individual autonomy, recognises the ability of the individual to control vital aspects of his or
her life.
 Personal choices governing a way of life are intrinsic to privacy.
 Protection of heterogeneity and recognition of plurality and diversity of our culture.
 Privacy is not surrendered when a person is in public place
o By being in public place doesn‘t mean an individual has
surrendered privacy, even as the legitimate expectation of
privacy may vary from the intimate zone to the private zone and
from the private to the public arena.
o Privacy attaches to the person since it is an essential facet of the
dignity of the human being
 It is not an absolute right: Like other rights which form part of the
fundamental freedoms protected by Part III, including the right to
life and personal liberty under Article 21, privacy is not an absolute
right.
Can law/state encroach upon privacy?
 According to SC, a law which encroaches upon privacy will have to withstand the touchstone of
permissible restrictions on fundamental rights.
 In the context of Article 21, an invasion of privacy must be justified on the basis of a law which
stipulates a procedure which is fair, just and reasonable.
 The law must also be valid with reference to the encroachment on life and personal liberty under Article
21.
 An invasion of life or personal liberty must meet the three-fold requirement of (i) legality, which
postulates the existence of law; (ii) need, defined in terms of a legitimate state aim; and (iii)
proportionality which ensures a rational nexus between the objects and the means adopted to achieve
them; and
Privacy has both positive and negative content.
 The negative content of privacy restrains the state from committing an intrusion upon the life and
personal liberty of a citizen.
 Positive content of the right to privacy imposes an obligation on the state to take all necessary measures
to protect the privacy of the individual.
For what reasons state can encroach upon individual‟s privacy?
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According to the judgement, the legitimate aims of the state should be ―protecting national security,
preventing and investigating crime, encouraging innovation and the spread of knowledge, and preventing
the dissipation of social welfare benefits.‖
These matters should be considered by the Union government while designing the regime for the
protection of the data.

Archaeological Survey of India
(Source: The Hindu\ )
Context: The Bhagyalakshmi temple abutting the Charminar „came into existence‟ after the merger of
Hyderabad State with the Union of India, and there are no records of the chilla (a small shrine) at the
monument, the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) has stated.
About ASI
 The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) is an attached office in the Ministry of Culture. It was set up
in 1861 with the primary object of surveying antiquarian remains in this country and their study.
 ASI‘s function is to ―explore, excavate, conserve, preserve and protect the monuments and sites of
National & International Importance.‖
 ASI is the successor of The Asiatic Society of India. It was founded in its current form in 1861 by Sir
Alexander Cunningham with the help of the then Viceroy Canning.
 It regulates all the archaeological activities in the country as per the provisions of the Ancient
Monuments and Archaeological Sites and Remains Act, 1958 and the Antiquities and Art Treasure Act,
1972.
Functions and Powers
 Archaeological Survey of India is an attached office of department of Culture with headquarters in New
Delhi. It has 24 regional Circles and 5 Regional Directorates.
 Its main functions are:
o preservation, conservation and environmental development of centrally protected monuments and
sites, including World Heritage Monuments and antiquities
o maintenance of gardens & development of new gardens surrounding centrally protected monuments
and sites
o exploration and excavation of ancient sites
o specialized study of inscription and various phases of Indian architecture
o maintenance of Archaeological site Museums
o Operation of the Antiquities and Art Treasures Act
o Research and Training in different areas of Archaeology

Money Bills and other Bills
(Source: The Hindu )
Context: In a pre-emptive move, the Congress has written to Lok Sabha Speaker Om Birla, urging him not
to bypass the Rajya Sabha by declaring seven key Bills, including one on the privatisation of two public
sector banks, as money Bills.
What are the different types of Bills?
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There are four types of Bills, namely (i)
Constitution Amendment Bills; (ii) Money
Bills; (iii) Financial Bills; and (iv) Ordinary
Bills.
What are the features of each of these
Bills?
 Constitution Amendment Bills: These
are Bills which seek to amend the
Constitution.
 Money Bills: A Bill is said to be a
Money Bill if it only contains provisions
related to taxation, borrowing of money
by the government, expenditure from or
receipt to the Consolidated Fund of
India. Bills that only contain provisions
that are incidental to these matters would
also be regarded as Money Bills.
 Financial Bills: A Bill that contains
some provisions related to taxation and
expenditure, and additionally contains
provisions related to any other matter is
called a Financial Bill. Therefore, if a
Bill merely involves expenditure by the
government, and addresses other issues,
it will be a financial bill.
 Ordinary Bills: All other Bills are called
ordinary bills.

How are these bills passed?
1
 Constitution Amendment Bills : A Constitution Amendment Bill must be passed by both Houses of
Parliament. It would require a simple majority of the total membership of that House, and a two thirds
majority of all members present and voting. Further, if the Bill relates to matters like the election of the
President and Governor, executive and legislative powers of the centre and states, the judiciary, etc., it
must be ratified by at least half of the state legislatures.
 Money Bills: A Money Bill may only be introduced in Lok Sabha, on the recommendation of the
President. It must be passed in Lok Sabha by a simple majority of all members present and
voting. Following this, it may be sent to the Rajya Sabha for its recommendations, which Lok Sabha
may reject if it chooses to. If such recommendations are not given within 14 days, it will deemed to be
passed by Parliament.
 Financial Bills: A Financial Bill may only be introduced in Lok Sabha, on the recommendation of the
President. The Bill must be passed by both Houses of Parliament, after the President has recommended
that it be taken up for consideration in each House.
 Ordinary Bills: An Ordinary Bill may be introduced in either House of Parliament. It must be passed by
both Houses by a simple majority of all members present and voting.
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Anticipatory Transit Bail
(Source: Indian Express )
Context: The Bombay High Court granted transit anticipatory bail to Shantanu Shivlal Muluk in the Greta
Thunberg toolkit case registered by the Delhi Police in connection with the ongoing protests against the
three farm laws.
When does a person apply for anticipatory transit bail?
 When a person is apprehending arrest by the police of a state other than where they are at present, they
approach the nearest competent court for a transit anticipatory or pre-arrest bail.
 The court does not have jurisdiction over the place where the case is registered or where crime has been
alleged to have been committed but since the question of personal liberty is involved, the High Courts
across India generally allow such prayer depending upon the merits of the case.
 The relief is sought to seek temporary protection from arrest and simultaneously get time to approach the
appropriate court of that place, wherefrom the police has come or where the case is registered, for a
similar pre-arrest bail.
What is transit remand and when is it required?
 Since the arrested person is required under the law to be presented before a magistrate within 24 hours of
arrest, they are produced by the police of the other state – which has registered the case – before the
nearest magistrate of the place from where the person has been arrested to get a transit remand.
 This is done to comply with the provisions of law regarding the production of the accused before a
magistrate within 24 hours since it may not be otherwise possible due to travel from one state to another.
 The application is filed by the police which has come to arrest the accused, before the nearest magistrate
of that area where the accused is at present or residing.
 Delhi High Court in Gautam Navlakha vs State (NCT of Delhi) in 2018 held that ―the Magistrate
examining the transit remand application is not required to go into the adequacy of the material, he
should nevertheless satisfy himself about the existence of the material‖. It also held that the Magistrate
should ask the person arrested and brought before him whether he has been informed of the grounds of
arrest and whether he was required to consult and be defended by any legal practitioner of his choice.

GrapeNet
(Source: PIB )
Context: Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export Development Authority (APEDA) upgrades
GrapeNet.
What is GrapeNet?
 The GrapeNet is a web-based certification and
traceability software system for monitoring fresh grapes
exported from India to the European Union.
 It is an internet based electronic service offered by
APEDA to the stakeholders for facilitating testing and
certification of Grapes for export from India in
compliance with the standards identified by NRC Pune,
on the basis of consultation with the exporters.
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GrapeNet collects, stores and reports forward and backward traces and quality assurance data entered by
the stakeholders, ie., exporters, laboratories and PSC authorities within the grapes supply chain in India.
GrapeNet is a first of its kind initiative in India that has put in place an end-to-end system for monitoring
pesticide residue, achieve product standardization and facilitate tracing back from retail shelves to the
farm of the Indian grower, through the various stages of sampling, testing, certification and packing.
Now, in a bid to ensure cyber security protection for its traceability initiative, APEDA has adopted
Blockchain and cloud migration technologies in GrapeNet.

Mahabahu-Brahmaputra
(Source: PIB )
Context: PM will launch „Mahabahu-Brahmaputra‟.
More on „Mahabahu-Brahmaputra‟:
 The launch of ‗Mahabahu-Brahmaputra‘ will be marked by the inauguration of Ro-Pax (roll-on/roll-off
passenger service) vessel operations between Neamati-Majuli island, North Guwahati-South Guwahati
and Dhubri-Hatsingimari Shilanyas of the inland water transport terminal at Jogighopa, and various
tourist jetties on the Brahmaputra.
 ‗Mahabahu-Brahmaputra‘ is aimed at providing seamless connectivity to the eastern parts of India and
includes various development activities for the people living around Brahmaputra and Barak rivers.
 The Ro-Pax services will help in reducing travel time by providing connectivity between banks and thus
reducing the distance to be travelled by road.
 This will generate employment and also boost tourism in these parts.

E-Chhawani
(Source: PIB )
Context: Defence Minister launches E-Chhawani portal & mobile app.
About E-Chhawani:
 The portal has been created to provide online civic services to over 20
lakh residents of 62 Cantonment Boards across the country.
 Through the portal, the residents of cantonment areas will be able to
avail basic services like renewal of leases, application for birth & death
certificates, water & sewerage connections, trade licences, mobile toilet
locators and payment of different types of taxes and fees, with just a
click of a button.
 The portal has been jointly developed by eGov Foundation, Bharat
Electronics Limited (BEL), Directorate General Defence Estates
(DGDE) and National Informatics Centre (NIC).
 The portal is expected to ensure effectiveness and transparency of the
services distribution system of the Cantonment Boards and provide
time-bound solutions to the residents.
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Pey Jal Survekshan
(Source: PIB )
Context: Union Housing and Urban Affairs Ministry launches drinking water survey in 10 cities under Jal
Jeevan Mission (Urban).
About Pey Jal Survekshan:
 As part of the survey, ‗Pey Jal Survekshan‘, data will also be collected on wastewater management and
condition of water bodies in the cities.
 The mission will be monitored through a technology-based platform on which beneficiary response will
be monitored.
 Initially, the survey is being launched as a pilot in ten cities namely, Agra, Badlapur, Bhubaneswar,
Churu, Kochi, Madurai, Patiala, Rohtak, Surat and Tumkur.
 Based on the learnings of the pilot survey, this exercise will be extended to all Atal Mission for
Rejuvenation and Urban Transformation (AMRUT) cities.
 The mission also has a reform agenda, under which City Water Potability Index, reduction in nonrevenue water, municipal finance reforms, rain water harvesting, recycle water to meet at least 20% total
water demand by 2025 and rejuvenating three water bodies per ULB are the key proposed reforms.

TECHNOGRAHIS
(Source: PIB )
Context: An Enrolment Module for TECHNOGRAHIS has been launched by the Ministry of Housing and
Urban Affairs (MoHUA).
Details:
 TECHNOGRAHIS are students from IITs, NITs, engineering, planning and architecture colleges,
faculty members, academicians, and stakeholders.
 They can register themselves to visit Live Laboratories at six Light House Project (LHP) sites for
learning, consultation, generation of ideas and solutions, experimentation, innovation, and technical
awareness.
 This will help them in getting a first-hand account of the technologies being used and in turn, they can
adapt and adopt them as per their requirements in the construction sector for a ‗Make in India‘ approach.

Hyderabad wins global „Tree City‟ status
(Source: The Hindu )
Context: Hyderabad has won a green contest among cities in India, and emerged one of the „Tree Cities of
the World‟. That title has been bestowed by the Arbor Day Foundation and the Food and Agriculture
Organization (FAO).
Details:
 Hyderabad has been selected for its commitment to growing and maintaining urban forestry.
 With the recognition, the city joins 120 others from 23 countries, including the U.S., the U.K., Canada,
and Australia.
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The city was evaluated on five metrics: ‗Establish Responsibility‘, ‗Set the Rules‘, ‗Know What You
Have‘, ‗Allocate the Resources‘, and ‗Celebrate the Achievements‘.
City leaders must delegate responsibility for the care of trees to a staff member, a city department, or a
group of citizens called a Tree Board.

Amendments to the Juvenile Justice Act
(Source: Indian Express )
Context: The Union Cabinet ushered in some major amendments to the Juvenile Justice (Care and
Protection of Children) Act 2015 in a bid to bring in clarity and also entrust more responsibilities on
bureaucrats when it comes to implementing provisions of the law.
What is the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children Act) 2015?
 The Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children) Act was introduced and passed in Parliament in
2015 to replace the Juvenile Delinquency Law and the Juvenile Justice (Care and Protection of Children
Act) 2000.
 One of the main provisions of the new Act was allowing the trial of juveniles in conflict with law in the
age group of 16-18 years as adults, in cases where the crimes were to be determined. The nature of the
crime, and whether the juvenile should be tried as a minor or a child, was to be determined by a Juvenile
Justice Board. This provision received an impetus after the 2012 Delhi gangrape in which one of the
accused was just short of 18 years, and was therefore tried as a juvenile.
 The second major provision was with regards to adoption, bringing a more universally acceptable
adoption law instead of the Hindu Adoptions and Maintenance Act (1956) and Guardians of the ward
Act (1890) which was for Muslims, although the Act did not replace these laws. The Act streamlined
adoption procedures for orphans, abandoned and surrendered children and the existing Central Adoption
Resource Authority (CARA) has been given the status of a statutory body to enable it to perform its
function more effectively.
The inclusion of serious crimes apart from heinous crimes
 Most heinous crimes have a minimum or maximum
sentence of seven years. According to the Juvenile
Justice Act 2015, juveniles charged with heinous
crimes and who would be between the ages of 16-18
years would be tried as adults and processed through
the adult justice system.
 The amendment passed by the Union Cabinet this week
has included for the first time the category of ―serious
crimes‖ differentiating it from heinous crimes, while
retaining heinous crimes. Both heinous and serious
crimes have also been clarified for the first time,
removing any ambiguity.
 What this means is that for a juvenile to be tried for a
heinous crime as an adult, the punishment of the crime
should not only have a maximum sentence of seven
years or more, but also a minimum sentence of seven
years.
 This provision has been made to ensure that children,
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as much as possible, are protected and kept out of the adult justice system. Heinous crimes with a
minimum imprisonment of seven years pertain mostly to sexual offences and violent sexual crimes.
At present, with no mention of a minimum sentence, and only the maximum seven year sentence,
juveniles between the ages of 16-18 years could also be tried as adults for a crime like the possession
and sale of an illegal substance, such as drugs or alcohol, which will now fall under the ambit of a
―serious crime‘‘.

Expanding the purview of district and additional district magistrates
 Women and Child Development Minister Smriti Irani Wednesday announced that district magistrates
(DMs) along with additional district magistrates (ADMs) will monitor the functioning of various
agencies under the JJ Act in every district. This includes the Child Welfare Committees, the
Juvenile Justice Boards, the District Child Protection Units and the Special juvenile Protection Units.
 The amendment has been brought in based on a report filed by the NCPCR in 2018-19 in which the over
7,000 Child Care Institutions (or children‘s homes) were surveyed and found that 1.5 per cent do not
conform to rules and regulations of the JJ Act and 29 per cent of them had major shortcomings in their
management. The NCPCR report also found that not a single Child Care Institution in the country was
found to be 100 per cent compliant to the provisions of the JJ Act.
 CCIs can be government-run, government-aided, privately run or run through government, private or
foreign funding. These institutions, while falling under the CWC and the state child protection units had
very little oversight and monitoring.
 Even to receive a license, after an application was made, if the children‘s home were to not receive a
reply from the government within 3 months time, it would be ―deemed registered‘‘ for a period of six
months, even without government permission. The new amendment ensures that this can no longer
happen and that no new children‘s home can be opened without the sanction of the DM.
 DM‘s are also responsible now for ensuring that CCIs falling in their district are following all norms and
procedures. During the NCPCR survey, for instance, it had been CCI‘s with large funds, including
foreign funding, had been found keeping children in unsanitary conditions in portacabins.
 Since the survey, the WCD Ministry shut down 500 illegal child welfare institutions that had not been
registered under the JJ Act.
 The DM will also carry out background checks of CWC members, who are usually social welfare
activists, including educational qualifications, as there is no such provision currently to check if a person
has a case of girl child abuse against him.
 To hasten the process of adoption and ensure the swift rehabilitation of children into homes and foster
homes, the amendment further provides that the DM will also now be in charge of sanctioning adoptions,
removing the lengthy court process.
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INTERNATIONAL

UN peacekeepers
(Source: The Hindu )
Context: India announced a gift of 2,00,000 doses of vaccine to the UN Peacekeeping Forces.
About UN Peacekeepers
 The United Nations Peacekeeping operations are policing and peacebuilding actions carried out by the
UN to bring order and stability in wartorn nations.
 The UN Peacekeepers are known as ‗Blue Helmets‘ or ‗Blue Berets‘. Its personnel consist of soldiers
and military officers, police officers and civilian personnel from many countries.
 The United Nations Peacekeepers ensure that peace agreements/accords are implemented in warzones. In
addition, they give help through confidence-building measures, electoral support, improving law and
order and bolstering social development that will bring positive economic changes.
 The United Nations Charter authorises the United Nations Security Council to take collective action to
maintain international peace and security. Due to this, it falls on the UN Security Council to deploy
peacekeepers in order to ensure stability and security in conflict regions.

Extinction Rebellion
(Source: Indian Express )
Context: Delhi Police have named environmental activists Disha Ravi, Nikita Jacob, and Shantanu Muluk,
who are volunteers of a global environment movement seeking to call attention to the climate change
emergency, in the Greta Thunberg „toolkit‟ case.
What is Extinction Rebellion?
 The global movement Extinction Rebellion, also referred to as ‗XR‘, describes itself as a ―decentralised,
international and politically non-partisan movement using non-violent direct action and civil
disobedience to persuade governments to act justly on the Climate and Ecological Emergency‖.
 XR was launched in the United Kingdom on October 31, 2018, as a response to a report by the United
Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), which declared that ―we only have 12
years to stop catastrophic climate change and our understanding that we have entered the 6th mass
extinction event‖.
 The logo of Extinction Rebellion is an ‗X‘ with the top and bottom crossed so that it resembles,
according to the movement‘s website, an hourglass, which stands for a warning that time is running out
for many species. The extinction (X) hourglass is placed within a circle that represents the planet Earth.
 The movement now has a presence in 75 countries, including India.
 The group has ―three core demands‖ of governments around the world. It wants governments to ―Tell
the Truth‖, to ―Act Now‖, and to ―Go Beyond Politics‖ in order to confront the climate and ecological
emergency that the world is faced with.
 It wants them to communicate the urgency to bring change, and reduce greenhouse gas emissions to net
zero by 2025.
 XR seeks to ―rebel‖, and asks groups to ―self-organise‖, without the need for anyone‘s permission, to
come up with collective action plans as long as they adhere to the group‘s core principles and values.
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World Trade Organisation
(Source: Indian Express )
Context: The newly-appointed head of the World Trade Organisation, Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala became the
first female and first African to hold the role in its history. Her dual citizenship with the United States also
makes her the first American to hold this position.
Who is Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala?
 Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala is a Nigerian economist whose career in development and finance spans over four
decades. Iweala served as the Finance Minister of Nigeria, holding the position for two consecutive
terms, first from 2003 to 2006 and then from 2011 to 2015. She was also the first woman to hold this
position in her country and the first female to hold it twice.
 Iweala was the Minister of Foreign Affairs of Nigeria after her first tenure as the finance minister, again
becoming the first female to be in this role. She held this position for two months.
 In her capacity as the Finance Minister, she was seen as a tough negotiator who played an instrumental
role in reducing and tackling Nigeria‘s debts.
 Iweala has also spent over 20 years working with the World Bank where she rose to become the
Managing Director of the organization and oversaw 181 billion dollars worth of operations.
About WTO
 The World Trade Organization (WTO) is the only global international organization dealing with the
rules of trade between nations. At its heart are the WTO agreements, negotiated and signed by the bulk
of the world‘s trading nations and ratified in their parliaments.
 The WTO has 164 members (including European Union) and 23 observer governments (like Iran, Iraq,
Bhutan, Libya etc).
History
 From the early days of the Silk Road to the creation of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
(GATT) and the birth of the WTO, trade has played an important role in supporting economic
development and promoting peaceful relations among nations.
o The General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) traces its origins to the 1944 Bretton Woods
Conference, which laid the foundations for the post-World War II financial system and established
two key institutions, the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank.
 The conference delegates also recommended the establishment of a complementary
institution to be known as the International Trade Organization (ITO), which they envisioned
as the third leg of the system.
 In Havana in 1948, the UN Conference on Trade and Employment concluded a draft charter
for the ITO, known as the Havana Charter, which would have created extensive rules
governing trade, investment, services, and business and employment practices.
 The Havana Charter never entered into force, primarily because the U.S. Senate failed
to ratify it. As a result, the ITO was stillborn.
 Meanwhile, an agreement as the GATT signed by 23 countries in Geneva in 1947 came into
force on Jan 1, 1948 with the following purposes:
 to phase out the use of import quotas
 and to reduce tariffs on merchandise trade,
o The GATT became the only multilateral instrument (not an institution) governing international trade
from 1948 until the WTO was established in 1995.
o Despite its institutional deficiencies, the GATT managed to function as a de facto international
organization, sponsoring eight rounds (A round is a series of multilateral negotiations) of multilateral
trade negotiations.
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Structure
 Ministerial Conference
o The topmost decision-making body of
the WTO is the Ministerial
Conference, which usually meets
every two years.
o It brings together all members of the
WTO, all of which are countries or
customs unions.
o The Ministerial Conference can take
decisions on all matters under any of
the multilateral trade agreements.
 General Council
o The General Council is the WTO‘s
highest-level decision-making body located in Geneva, meeting regularly to carry out the functions
of the WTO.
o It has representatives (usually ambassadors or equivalent) from all member governments and has the
authority to act on behalf of the ministerial conference which only meets about every two years.
o The General Council also meets, under different rules, as
 The General Council,
 the Trade Policy Review Body,
 and the Dispute Settlement Body (DSU)
o Three councils, each handling a different broad areas of trade, report to the General Council:
 The Council for Trade in Goods (Goods Council)
 The Council for Trade in Services (Services Council)
 The Council for Trade-Related Aspects of Intellectual Property Rights (TRIPS Council)
 As their names indicate, the three are responsible for the workings of the WTO agreements
dealing with their respective areas of trade.
 Again they consist of all WTO members.

The Cairn Energy-govt dispute
(Source: Indian Express )
Context: The Centre is likely to file an appeal against the $1.4 billion international arbitration award won
by Cairn Energy in a tax dispute, even as the issue did not figure during two-days of talks the Finance
Secretary held with the company officials to look for a resolution, sources with knowledge of the matter
said.
What is the Cairn Energy-Indian government dispute all about?
 The dispute stems from the much debated retrospective taxation issue. Fifteen years ago, in 2006-2007,
Cairn UK had, as part of an internal rearrangement process, transferred shares of Cairn India Holdings to
Cairn India. Income-Tax authorities then decided that since Cairn UK had made capital gains, it ought to
pay capital gains tax up to Rs 24,500 crore.
 The company interpreted Indian laws on capital gains differently, and refused to pay. Several rounds of
litigation at the Income-Tax Appellate Tribunal (ITAT) and the High Court followed. Cairn lost the case
at ITAT; a case on the valuation of capital gains is pending before Delhi High Court.
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While Cairn Energy sold the majority of its India business, Cairn India, to
mining giant Vedanta in 2011, income-tax authorities barred it from selling
about 10 per cent, citing pending taxation issues. The payment of dividend
by Cairn India to Cairn Energy was also frozen.

What had the Permanent Court of arbitration court say in its ruling?
 In its judgment, the PCA at The Hague said the issue was not just related to
tax, but was an investment-related dispute — and was therefore under the
jurisdiction of the international arbitration court.
 ―Tax demand against the claimants (Cairn Energy Plc and Cairn UK
Holdings Limited) in respect of AY (assessment year) 2007-08 is
inconsistent with the treaty and the claimants are relieved from any
obligation to pay it and orders the respondent (Indian government) to
neutralise the continuing effect of the demand by permanently withdrawing
the demand,‖ the three-member arbitration panel said in its judgment.
 The arbitration tribunal also said that India must not make any more
attempts to recover ―the alleged tax liability or any interest and or penalties
arising from this alleged liability through any other means‖.
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Mains
GS II

Structural reforms for NEP 2020
(Education)

(Source: The Hindu )
Context: With the COVID-19 pandemic easing and normal academic activity being gradually resumed, the
Central government‟s New Education Policy (NEP) is back in focus.
Details:
 While the policy covers a wide spectrum of issues, including reforms in school and higher education, the
emphasis should also be on the need to restructure the governing bodies for universities and autonomous
colleges.
 First, the system of appointments of vice-chancellors and syndicates, or governing councils, the key
authorities for any university, needs to be revised. The appointments are often mired in controversies,
with frequent reports in the past of aspirants for the post of vice-chancellors and membership of
syndicates indulging in unethical practices to gain favour. Luckily, the NEP talks of creating new
structures, such as a Board of Management, to replace the syndicate system. To implement this
recommendation, State governments must bring in a slew of bold reforms, some of which are outlined
below.
 For the Board of Management structure, the existing system of syndicates, consisting of government
nominees and those nominated by Governors or chancellors, should be dispensed with. Often, people
lacking merit but with an eye on memberships of affiliation, building, and purchase committees, among
others, get nominated to these bodies.
 Further, with the vice-chancellor as chairman, the Board should consist of former vice-chancellors
drawn from other universities, members drawn from industry, the alumni, eminent public intellectuals,
principals of affiliated colleges on rotation and members representing the non-teaching staff. The
Board‘s decisions should be taken by consensus or by a majority of the members present. Proceedings
should be conducted in virtual mode and made available for stakeholders‘ viewership.
 For the appointment of vice-chancellors of universities, search committees constituted for such purposes
must be thoroughly restructured. The government‘s and chancellors‘ role in such committees must be
done away with. The practice of having government nominees, chancellor‘s nominees and university
nominees should be stopped and it should be replaced by drawing an eminent former vice-chancellor or
academician of proven integrity and administrative capability for the post of chairman.
Transparent procedures
 Applications for the post of vice-chancellors can be invited through advertisements on the university
website and through newspapers. Biodata of candidates must also be published on the websites. The
committee may then allot marks to candidates‘ scholarship in terms of teaching and research,
administrative capabilities, and capacity for fundraising. The scores obtained by candidates should be
consolidated and the names of shortlisted candidates then submitted in the order of merit to chancellors
for deciding on formal appointments.
 Another important issue is accountability of faculty, and the best way to ensure that is to put in place an
institutional structure of ‗academic audit‘. Faculty members must mandatorily upload on university
websites their annual plans for research and innovative modes of teaching. Their annual self-appraisal
reports can be evaluated by external peers and their recommendations should be strictly implemented.
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There is an urgent need to overcome faculty shortage by recruiting teachers in order to overcome the
existing trend of higher educational institutions relying on guest faculty.
Finally, in order to improve the higher education ecosystem, excellence in teaching, research,
innovation, entrepreneurship and social contribution must be encouraged. The NEP‘s recommendations,
like the introduction of four-year courses that have the option of re-entry and exit, one- or two-year
postgraduate courses, and setting up of an Academic Bank of Credit for credit transfers, may be helpful.

The viability of two proposals- 4 capitals and a Supreme Court Bench
(Issues and Challenges Pertaining to Federal Structure)

(Source: The Hindu )
Context: Speaking at a roadshow in Kolkata on January 23, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee
asked why India should have only one capital and suggested that there be four. She directed Sudip
Bandyopadhyay, MP and leader of the Trinamool Congress in the Lok Sabha, to raise the issue in
Parliament. She suggested that Parliament sessions should be held in each of the four capitals in a rotating
manner. While Ms. Banerjee has the right to have her opinion on the issue, she doesn‟t seem to have given
much thought to the feasibility of the proposal.
A plan the nation cannot afford
 Four capitals would obviously mean having Parliament buildings in three other regions, too. If there are
four capitals, accommodation for all the MPs and the adjunct staff will have to be constructed. While
those from the northern parts of the country would prefer to be comfortably ensconced in the existing
residential accommodation in New Delhi, those from other parts of the country may prefer to settle in the
capital of the region to which they belong.
 During Parliament sessions, MPs will descend in droves to the envisaged capitals and fly out, leaving
these residential accommodations vacant for months after every session. Add to this the huge
expenditure involved in all the MPs and their staff having to fly to and from these capitals every now
and then.
 Providing security to all the MPs will be a huge burden for the State Police. Even the vacant
accommodations where the MPs don‘t reside will have to be guarded round the clock. Depending on the
risk factor, enhanced security will have to be necessarily provided to a fair number of them, many of
whom manage to get top security cover merely for their imprudent utterances.
 Calcutta (now Kolkata) was once a capital of this country until King George V announced in December
1911 that Delhi would be the new capital. Parliament House was opened in 1927 and the magnificent
Viceroy‘s residence (now Rashtrapati Bhavan) and the government buildings were inaugurated in 1931.
One of the factors that may have weighed in favour of New Delhi could be its proximity to the summer
capital, Shimla.
 But today, even shifting a State capital would involve huge expenditure. In the 1980s, the Tamil Nadu
Chief Minister proposed to shift the State capital to Tiruchirappalli in central Tamil Nadu. The plan was
ultimately shelved when the huge burden it would impose on the State exchequer became apparent. The
cost to the government exchequer to have capitals in three other States will be mind-boggling and our
nation can ill-afford this.
A proposal to be considered- Additional SC Bench
 A similar request was made in January 2021 when the Bar Councils of the five southern States called for
a Supreme Court bench in south India.
 This has been a long-standing demand. Unlike the proposal to establish four capitals, this one merits
serious consideration given the prohibitively long distance between the southern States and Delhi. Not
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many can afford to travel all the way to New Delhi to engage lawyers and plead their cases. The
exorbitant fees of the Supreme Court lawyers in New Delhi is another deterrent.
While speaking at an online event last year, Attorney General K.K. Venugopal suggested that four
benches of Court of Appeal with 15 judges each be created across the country to reduce the burden of
the Supreme Court. This would enable judges to go through each case thoroughly and deliver a wellthought-out verdict. Setting up these courts would call for an amendment in the Constitution.
Though the demand is to set up a bench in the south, southern Bar Councils may later take up the issue
of setting up separate appellate benches in regions in the south. Such an arrangement would leave the
apex court free to deal with constitutional issues.
With cases mounting in various courts, a viable solution needs to be worked out. Easy accessibility to
justice for every citizen is a right that cannot be countered.

Social security for faster growth
(Welfare Schemes for Vulnerable sections)

(Source: The HinduBusinessline )
Context: The Central as well as State governments have been attempting to provide welfare measures as
envisaged in the Directive Principles over the decades depending on political priorities and resource
constraints. Rural employment on demand for 100 days in a year under MNREGA and the Food Security Act
have been landmark developments. Both were pillars in mitigating distress during Covid as millions of
migrant workers went back to their village homes during the lockdown.
Details:
 The Directive Principles of State Policy in the Constitution envisaged the creation of a social welfare
state as resources became available. In post war Europe, the evolution of the social welfare state was
reaching completion and this would have shaped the thinking in the Constituent Assembly. The working
class movement gained in strength with industrialisation in Europe in the early twentieth century and the
provision of social safety was a major goal
 What is not widely known and is quite interesting is that the essence of social security; relief for
industrial workers for unemployment, health care and old age pension, was first introduced in Germany
by Chancellor Bismarck in the late 1880s. He did it not because he was a socialist but because he saw
this as being essential for the rise of Germany as a leading industrial power. He saw workers whose
basic needs were taken care of as being essential for rapid industrialisation. This insight of Bismarck is
still relevant.
 The government financed universal health insurance coverage for all under Ayushman Bharat is
transformative. Social safety has to now be recognised as an essential prerequisite for success in
industrialisation. Workers have to become partners. They are as important an asset as plant and
machinery.
 The reality is that in this globalised world the same plant and machinery can be bought and installed
anywhere. Human beings make all the difference for global competitiveness. Abundant supply of
motivated, efficient and productive workers who take pride in quality is the key.
Unroganised, uncovered
 Only about 10 per cent of our work force is in the organised sector and gets the benefits that our
progressive labour laws provide. The remaining 90 per cent are not covered. The use of outsourced
contract labour in industrial plants has grown.
 The ensuing contradictions sometimes become unmanageable. In the present globalised world, products,
firms and their supply chains can rise as well as decline very rapidly. Blackberry is a good illustration.
Accordingly, the need for workers can also rise and fall very rapidly.
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A regulatory environment and a friendly eco system supportive of the needs of this new reality is
essential if we are to succeed in manufacturing and becoming a major hub of global supply chains. Full
labour market flexibility with a robust social safety net for the entire working population would be the
way forward.
The underlying premise of stable firms and life long employment behind the contributory system of
social safety that emerged in Europe a century back has now become dated. At our stage of development
the state needs to assume greater responsibility.
The four new labour codes, the result of a few years of stakeholder consultations and discussions, seem
to recognise the needs of contemporary reality. Fixed term employment, giving States freedom to
increase the number of workers below which a firm can have flexibility in hiring and downsizing and
adopting the goal of covering all workers in the informal sector in the Social Security Code are major
positive new features.
The provision of social security to the 90 per cent workers who are either in the informal sector or are
self-employed needs to begin now. The ambition should be to have full social security by 2022, the 75th
year of our independence.
The first step would be the extension of MNREGA to urban areas. 100 days of guaranteed work provides
a basic social safety net at the bottom of the pyramid in urban areas. If it had been in place, the distress
of migrant labour at the time of the lockdown would have been substantially lower. Municipal bodies
can use unskilled labour for a range of useful work. It may cost around ₹15,000-20,000 crore per year.
This is affordable.
Unemployment insurance is a product whose time has come in India. Discussion on its possible contours
with stakeholders and experts needs to commence with government leadership. Designing it to cover
those in the informal sector would be especially challenging. The government should ideally consider
making a matching contribution for those whose incomes are below the level at which Income Tax
becomes payable.
But depending on the cost implications, the threshold could be made lower to begin with. Given the
fiscal difficulties now, a social security cess on Corporate profits would be necessary. Even doing away
with the 2 per cent mandatory CSR to provide for the social security cess would be worthwhile.

Skill development schemes
 Semi-skilled and skilled workers do lose their jobs and with technological modernisation this happens
more rapidly. There should be well designed skill development programs for them. Their skills may be
upgraded, or, they may be given new skills along with improvement in their work ethic. This may be
done at no cost to them and should be fully funded by the central government.
 The upgradation of the skills of the existing work force needs greater priority and focus under the Skill
Mission. Programs have to evolve on the basis of an ongoing assessment of anticipated demand for skills
in the area.
 The ready and abundant availability of trained and efficient manpower with the right skills for global
supply chains is a major positive in attracting investment. It may be worthwhile for us to get retired
skilled workers from countries such as Germany, Japan and Korea to help us in getting training content
and methodology right.
 Bringing workers, their skills and their social security, centre stage is essential to attract private
investment for job creation. As better paying jobs get created, poverty would decline faster, and India
could regain the growth rate of over 8 per cent that it needs.
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Telehealth to the Indian Advantage
(Health)

(Source: The Hindu )
Context: The acceleration in the use of digital technologies has mitigated the impact of COVID-19 to some
extent. Virtual consultations avoid the risk of COVID-19 transmission and are helping to bridge this socioeconomic divide.
COVID-19 impact
 In India, detection of tuberculosis cases was down by 50% in April-December of 2020 relative to the
same period in 2019, and antenatal care visits were down by 56% in the first half of 2020.
 With stoppage of routine follow ups, blood sugar control for diabetics was at risk, increasing the chances
of adverse events requiring hospitalisation, including worse outcomes in the case of COVID-19
infection. Cancer care has been badly affected in many countries, as well as diagnosis and treatment of
other non-communicable diseases.
 Further, the pandemic has exacerbated inequalities — people living in rural and remote areas were
further disadvantaged by not being able to travel to cities to seek specialist care. The pre-existing
shortage of specialists in many rural areas led to care being delayed or not happening at all.
Enhance technology use
 The Indian government‘s eSanjeevani platform offers both provider-to-patient interactions and providerto-provider interactions, where patients visit smartphone-equipped community health officers in rural
health and wellness centres; these in turn connect to general practitioners and specialist doctors through
a hub-and-spoke model. Private providers and non-governmental organisations have also expanded
virtual access to underserved populations.
 Yet, given the scale of unmet demand, there is an urgent need to increase the efficiency and effectiveness
of every minute spent in virtual care interactions. There are lessons we can learn from the pandemic that
can be applied usefully to how we deliver health care.
 Remote-shared medical appointments in which multiple patients with similar medical needs meet with a
clinician at once, remotely, and where each receives individual attention, can greatly increase telehealth
capacity by eliminating repetition of common advice.
Utilising shared appointments
 Remote shared medical appointments essentially virtualise in-person shared medical appointments
(SMAs) which have been offered successfully in the United States for over 20 years. Patients get more
time with their clinician, albeit not in private.
 SMAs enable peer support and peer-to-peer learning. Providers who have offered SMAs have found
them to improve both productivity and outcomes for many conditions, notably diabetes. SMAs could
help tackle India‘s widespread ―sugar‖ problem.
 The Aravind Eye Hospital in Puducherry has successfully trialled in-person SMAs for patients with
glaucoma, a disease that causes gradual, irreversible blindness. Glaucoma progression can be slowed
through regular follow up and taking prescribed medications. The eye hospital found that in shared
appointments, patients spur one another to engage more and ask more questions. Such (virtual) peer
interaction could be welcome in the current paradigm of social distancing.
 eSanjeevani and other telehealth platforms could consider offering virtual shared medical appointments.
Patients in different villages, with similar conditions can be seen at once remotely by a generalist or
specialist, during the pandemic. Once transmission risk subsides, seeing patient groups within each
village centre will help build supportive bonds, enable sharing of local knowledge, and likely attract
supplementary providers (physiotherapists, optometrists, etc) due to scale.
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Testing and vaccine adoption is stymied by misinformation. Providers can offer virtual group
information sessions accessible via smartphone in which a health-care worker explains the benefits of
COVID-19 testing and vaccination and answers questions, reaching potentially quite large audiences.
Engaging in real time with a care provider in an interactive format will likely encourage safe behaviours
to a greater extent than if the same information is provided without interaction.
Switching to radically different care delivery models requires rigorous testing combined with mentoring,
training and behaviour change for both patients and providers. Adoption of in-person shared medical
appointments has been slow.
The unique telehealth capacity crisis which COVID-19 has created is drawing interest to virtual SMAs.
Training platforms such as ECHO, which train primary-care providers in many States through an online
platform — can accelerate adoption and should also guide implementers on how to gather data that can
be used to scientifically validate this care model.
Patients who choose to attend an in-person SMA often like the experience and return for more. This is
likely for virtual SMAs too. Trialling and acceptance of this model could amplify the impact of health
systems both during the pandemic and beyond.

The plusses
 Relative to other nations, India is well poised to ramp up telehealth. Data plans are cheaper in India than
anywhere.
 It is possible to get 1.5GB of data a day for a few hundred rupees a month, and Indians from all
socioeconomic groups regularly enjoy group video chats with friends and relatives. Having a group
interaction with a care provider on an appropriately secure platform is certainly conceivable.
 WHO‘s Global Strategy on Digital Health, adopted by the World Health Assembly, is a call to action
providing a road map for nations to rapidly expand digital health services.
 With innovation in systems thinking, learning and adaptation, new digital tools bring an opportunity to
leapfrog into a reality of ‗Health for All‘.

A growing rights crisis in Lanka
(India’s Neighbourhood)

(Source: The Hindu\ )
Context: Indian leaders have committed to supporting the rights of minority Tamils in Sri Lanka to “live
with equity, equality, justice, peace and dignity”. In pledges to the United Nations, the Indian government
has also vowed to uphold global human rights.
Details:
 These commitments have become crucial. The human rights situation in Sri Lanka has worsened since
Gotabaya Rajapaksa became President in 2019.
 At its next session, the UN Human Rights Council (UNHRC) will face a crucial test in taking action for
protecting vulnerable Sri Lankans and upholding international law. India, as a council member, will have
a key role.
 Rajapaksa was the defence secretary in the government led by his brother Mahinda from 2005 to 2015, a
period marked by particularly egregious human rights abuses. Critics of the government were murdered,
tortured, and forcibly made to disappear.
 Tens of thousands of civilians were killed in the civil war which ended in 2009 between government
forces and the separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), with both sides responsible for
numerous war crimes. In the final months of the war, the armed forces indiscriminately shelled civilians
and summarily executed suspected LTTE fighters.
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Renewed fears
 When Mahinda Rajapaksa lost the 2015 presidential election, there was hope for change. There was
greater freedom of expression.
 The repressive and heavily militarised situation in Tamil-majority areas began to improve. The new
government supported a consensus resolution at the Human Rights Council that offered victims of
abuses and their families truth, justice, and reconciliation.
 But now, fear has returned. Tamil communities in the north and the east fear increasing abuses.
Since last year, singing the national anthem in Tamil has been dropped from Independence Day
celebrations. The religious rights of minorities are under attack, including interference with Hindu
temples.
 In January, the authorities bulldozed a memorial at Jaffna university that commemorated Tamil civilian
victims of the civil war. People who participated in a protest march in February are now facing criminal
investigation.
 The Rajapaksa government, in 2020, renounced its commitments under the 2015 Human Rights
Council resolution and is threatening victims‟ families and activists who supported it. A
presidential commission set up to investigate supposed “political victimisation” of officials by the
previous government has recommended the exoneration of those implicated in cases of abuse.
Numerous people who were involved in war crimes have been appointed to senior roles.
Loss of accountability
 The Rajapaksa government has shown outright disdain for accountability. In September last year, Sri
Lanka told the Human Rights Council that allegations against senior military officers are ―unacceptable‖
and without ―substantive evidence‖.
 Last March, Rajapaksa pardoned former army sergeant Sunil Ratnayake, who killed eight Tamil
civilians, including children. In October, the government amended the Constitution to remove
constraints on political interference in Sri Lanka‘s courts.
 Since 2012, the Human Rights Council has sought to work with Sri Lanka to promote reconciliation and
accountability, efforts that India has backed. Sri Lanka is now rejecting that endeavour, instead
proposing a new domestic commission that UN experts have dismissed as lacking credibility or
independence.
 The UNHRC should recognise the government‘s actions for what they are — an effort to impede justice.
A new resolution is urgently needed to protect vulnerable minority communities in Sri Lanka, by
upholding the principle of accountability for the worst crimes. India should join other member states in
supporting a resolution to reduce the growing risk of future atrocities.

The Constitution (Scheduled Castes) Order (Amendment) Bill 2021
(Functions and Responsibilities of the Union)

(Source: The Hindu )
Context: In a rare exercise last week, the Government of India tabled the Constitution (Scheduled Castes)
Order (Amendment) Bill 2021 that seeks to give effect to a long-standing political demand to group seven
Scheduled Caste subsects in Tamil Nadu under the heritage name ‘Devendrakula Velalar’ (DKV). The
subsects include Devendrakulathan, Kadaiyan (excluding the coastal areas of Tirunelveli, Thoothukudi,
Ramanathapuram, Pudukottai, Thanjavur, Tiruvarur and Nagapattinam districts), Kalladi, Kudumban,
Pallan, Pannadi and Vathiriyan. These subsects have a predominant presence in south Tamil Nadu, which is
a communally sensitive region.
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The rationale
 Caste-based political parties and organisations, spearheading the demand, feel that shedding individual
Dalit caste tags would help in the social advancement of the community. Their argument is that existing
caste names were being used more in a derogatory sense to belittle the community. The DKVs, they
insist, were prosperous wetland owners, and not oppressed sections, socially or economically. Besides,
these seven Scheduled Caste subsects share similarities, culturally.
 The demand for such grouping has its genesis in latter day British India when these subsects were
included under the Scheduled Castes on the basis of their economic conditions. However, the voices
remained feeble for long, only gaining traction in the 1990s with the emergence of influential
community leaders such as K. Krishnasamy (founder, Puthiya Tamilagam) and John Pandian (founder,
Tamizhaga Makkal Munnetra Kazhagam).
 Caste clashes between the Mukkulathors, an Other Backward Classes (OBC) community, and the
Pallars, in the latter half of 1990s over the naming of districts and transport corporations after
community leaders, led to a community consolidation.
 By the turn of the millennium, the community leaders placed an unusual additional demand — to delist
the seven subsects from the Scheduled Castes arguing that being in the Schedule, instead of being a
facilitator, served as a detriment to social advancement. This was at a time when some OBC
communities were vociferous in wanting to be socially devalued and included among the Most
Backward Classes.
A political risk
 Mr. Krishnasamy, as MLA, periodically raised the twin demands of grouping and exclusion from the
Scheduled Castes list. Mainstream parties were cognisant of these demands but treaded cautiously given
the sensitivity of the subject and the dissent among sections of the subsects over the ‗delisting‘ proposal.
Delisting and shuffling of castes from one reserved social class to another was fraught with political and
administrative risks.
 It could not only disturb the internal sharing of the communal reservation quota pool by existing castes,
but also invite objections from other communities or spur political demands for similar reclassification.
 In February 2011, Chief Minister M. Karunanidhi (Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam) responding to an
appeal from senior Congress leader S. Peter Alphonse, constituted a one-man committee headed by
Justice M.S. Janarthanam (retd.) to examine the grouping of the seven sub-castes. A change in regime in
May 2011 halted progress.
 However, in 2015 the issue drew national attention when the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leadership,
sensing a political opportunity to consolidate a vote bank in Tamil Nadu, a State where it has minimal
presence, threw its weight behind the demand. As per Census 2011, the seven subsects constitute about
17.07% of the Scheduled Castes. In the southern districts, the concentration of their population in many
constituencies would be far greater.
 Amit Shah, then BJP president, along with S. Gurumurthy, co-convener of the Swadeshi Jagran Manch,
at a public meeting organised by M. Thangaraj of the Thevendrar Thannaarva Arakkattalai, endorsed the
demand. Mr. Krishnasamy, suspicious of Mr. Shah‘s intent then, has since veered toward the BJP. Mr.
Shah took it forward by arranging a meeting between a delegation led by Mr. Thangaraj and Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, who instantly offered support if the State government submitted a report.
Steps to a review
 But State Chief Minister Edappadi K. Palaniswami‘s All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(AIADMK) government was wary of being seen as hasty. It set up a committee headed by S. Sumathi,
Professor of Anthropology, University of Madras, to study the issue. Her report, ―Devendrakula Velalar
– Cultural and Social Patterns of Seven Sub-Communities‖, was not made public, but it favoured a
grouping of the subsects.
 To win over the Puthiya Tamilagam ahead of the last parliamentary elections, Mr. Palaniswami
constituted a committee headed by Hans Raj Verma, IAS, to make recommendations on the demand.

www.theprayasindia.com/e-pathshala

info@theprayasindia.com

+91-7710013217 / 9892560176

The Prayas ePathshala
www.theprayasindia.com/e-pathshala/



Significantly, the government had eliminated the Vathiriyan caste from the purview of the panel as there
was opposition from the community to being classified under DKV.
With pressure from Mr. Krishnasamy mounting and the AIADMK fearing an erosion of its traditional
support base of Mukkulathors due to the sidelining of the close aide of former Chief Minister
Jayalalithaa, V.K. Sasikala, who belongs to the community, Mr. Palaniswami decided to act. In the midst
of electioneering in December 2020, he announced that he would write to the Centre to classify the
seven subsects (including Vathiriyan) as DKV following the Verma panel recommendation.

Picking up the gauntlet
 The Centre lost no time and tabled the Bill in Parliament just a day before Mr. Modi visited Chennai on
February 14, where he sought to personally connect with the community by saying, ―Devendra rhymes
with my own name Narendra.‖
 While community leaders see the Bill as a ‗crescent‘, they still insist on the fulfilment of the second
demand of exclusion from the Scheduled Castes for a ‗full moon‘ to rise. However, there has been
opposition from within. A section of Pallars and other castes is apprehensive of losing the benefit of
Scheduled Castes reservation, which is essential for access to higher education and government job
opportunities.
 While electorally, the AIADMK-BJP alliance could now aim to consolidate the DKV vote bank, like any
caste issue, it has its share of trouble. Apart from the resistance from the Vathiriyans, who even moved
court challenging the demand for grouping, there is an undercurrent of resentment from within the
Vellalar community, an influential OBC segment, to the assignment of the DKV title. The traditional
Vellalars are spread across Tamil Nadu under sub-groups such as Kongu Vellalar, Thuluva Vellalar,
Saiva Vellalar, Choliya Vellalar, Chera Vellalar and Pandya Vellalar.
 Claiming entitlement for the exclusive use of the ‗Vellalar‘ title, they see the demand for use of the same
title by the Dalit subsects as ―identity theft‖ and ―cultural misappropriation‖. They claim that the use of
the ‗Vellalar‘ title by the subsects was a modern day inclusion by community leaders and not a historic
practice.
 They have no objection to the social advancement of the seven subsects including their demand to be
delisted from the Scheduled Castes. The Vellalars suggest that the subsects could be grouped under the
title ‗Devendrakulathars‘ or ‗Devendrakulars‘, but not ‗Vellalar‘; an electoral fallout cannot be ruled out.
 In fact, some Vellalar representatives have argued that in the parliamentary elections, the AIADMK-BJP
alliance was hurt in Vellalar-dominated western region, its traditional stronghold, due to their backing of
the DKV classification demand. They claim that Mr. Palaniswami, a Kongu Vellala Gounder, was
unable to consolidate the community‘s support.
 However, considering the anti-Modi sentiments prevalent then and in the absence of psephological
evidence, it would be hard to judge if the community voted against the ruling alliance over the issue of
using the Vellalar title.
Dalit concerns
 Among the Dalits too, opinion is divided on the grouping of subsects under a common title. There are
apprehensions that over time, this could trigger arguments as to which of the larger groups is
numerically stronger, thereby clouding the larger Dalit cause. This section argues that Dalits as such
cannot be treated as a homogeneous group considering the differences within in terms of social status
and geographical identity.
 Whatever the outcome of the current move, it is indeed unique for a community to have placed social
advancement as priority to be delisted from the Scheduled Castes forgoing the concessions it offers.
Also, this would be a precedent for using anthropological study for social grouping in Tamil Nadu.
Politically, though, this would remain a trapeze walk.
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The pressing need to adjudicate, not mediate
(Judiciary)

(Source: The Hindu )
Context: The recent judgment of the Supreme Court that refused to review its earlier verdict on the Shaheen
Bagh protest is inseparable from its political context. The verdict of October 7, 2020 declared that there is
no absolute right to protest, and it could be subjected to the orders of the authority regarding the place and
time. Apart from thinking about the legal and constitutional issues, it can also lead to a discourse on the
moral authority of the top court in dealing with such fundamental questions related to freedom.
Protests, a political challenge
 Both the judgments came out at the time of ongoing street agitations. Protest ―at anytime and anywhere‖
has not been as simple as conceived in the judgments. The agitations against the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act (CAA) and the farm laws also brought out the immense agony and hardship that the
protesters had to face.
 In the anti-farm laws struggle, they experienced suffering over almost the entire winter for a cause which
they believe as one that concerns the whole nation. They had to pay a heavy price for their convictions.
 Many were subjected to malicious prosecution by the state on serious charges of sedition and terrorist
activities. Not only the protesters but also their supporters, including comedians and journalists, were not
spared. All freedoms under Article 19 of the Constitution, from freedom of expression to that of peaceful
association, were seriously impaired.
 Even today, many languish in jail for the offence of dissent and the more serious offence of ‗andolan‘.
Disha Ravi, a 22-year-old climate activist, was booked recently for ‗conspiracy against the government‘.
Such arrests continue because the protests are a political challenge to the existing regime, a theme which
the Court did not even address with contextual details.
A problematic „balancing‟
 There is a more significant question that a citizen could pose against the Court‘s pronouncements on the
Shaheen Bagh protest. The agitations on the street became an imperative because the issues were not
subjected to a timely judicial examination.
 The subject matter of almost all the major protests which have happened recently in India, be it over
‗economic reservation‘, the CAA or the farms laws, involved legal and constitutional issues requiring
immediate and effective adjudication in terms of their constitutional validity.
 The top court could not exercise its constitutional role and ensure judicial scrutiny on an aggrandising
executive and an equally imposing Parliament by exercising its counter-majoritarian function. Having
failed to do so, the kind of ‗balancing‘ which the Court now tries to attain by way of the Shaheen Bagh
orders will pose more questions than it answers.
 In the original judgment on Shaheen Bagh, the Court attempted to ―mediate‖ the issue and admitted in
the judgment that it ―did not produce any solution‖. The Court‘s duty during the testing times is to
adjudicate, and not to mediate. A reconciliatory approach is not a substitute for juridical assertion.
 The review petition provided the Supreme Court an opportunity to revisit its earlier folly where it merely
acted as a judicial extension of the executive. It could have taken empirical lessons from a political
situation that was almost proximate to an internal Emergency.
 Constitutional morality is a philosophy that should primarily apply to the constitutional courts. Dr. B.R.
Ambedkar used this idea in terms of institutions and not of individuals. Had there been a timely
adjudication of the validity of the laws which was questioned by the process recognised by the law, the
torment on the street could have been probably reduced.
Think fair and effective
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A fair and effective adjudicative mechanism in constitutional matters can meaningfully sublimate the
agitation on the street. Studies have shown that social movements could be less radical and less
oppositional when the issues could be effectively sorted out by way of fair litigative means.
Sociologist Luke Martell was of the opinion that the radical green movement in Britain has been at a
slower pace when compared with other parts of western Europe, because the ―public enquiry system‖ in
the United Kingdom could ―process ecological demands, integrate them into the political system and
minimise radicalisation of the movement arising out of exclusion and marginalisation‖. The principle
can have application across the constitutional democracies.
The textbook theory of ―balancing‖ the right to protest and the right to move along the road does not
need any reiteration in the constitutional climate of the present day. When fear is the new normal for the
average Indian, the Court‘s only role is to act as the guardian of the right to dissent.
In the review petition, the petitioners rightly apprehended that the observations in the earlier judgment
against the indefinite occupation of public space ―may prove to be a license in the hands of the police to
commit atrocities on legitimate voice of protest‖. The Court, by its present rejection of the plea, has
reinforced an illiberal state‘s intimidating stand during another unjust political situation.
Its affirmation of the earlier view is not merely insensitive or surreal. It illustrates an instance of
―abusive judicial review‖, as described by David Landau and Rosalind Dixon, where the Court not only
refuses to act as the umpire of democracy but aids the executive in fulfilling its strategies. In the process,
it legitimises very many illegitimate state actions.

State‟s intrusion is a worry
 In the 2020 verdict,the Supreme Court has also failed to properly appreciate and contextualise the earlier
Constitution Bench judgment in Himat Lal K. Shah vs Commissioner of Police (1972) even after
referring to it.
 It is the state‘s intrusion into the realm of rights that should worry the Court. In Himat Lal K. Shah, the
Court said that the rule framed by the Ahmedabad Police Commissioner conferred arbitrary power on
the police officers in the matter of public meetings and, therefore, was liable to be struck down.
 Justice Kuttyil Kurien Mathew, in Himat Lal K. Shah, explained that ―freedom of assembly is an
essential element of a democratic system‖ and that ―the public streets are the ‗natural‘ places for
expression of opinion and dissemination of ideas‖.

GS III

Spotlight on dams after Chamoli disaster
(Infrastructure)

(Source: The Hindu )
Context: A snow avalanche triggered possibly by a landslide caused a flash flood in the Rishi Ganga river,
a tributary of the Alaknanda in Chamoli district of Uttarakhand, on a sunny morning on February 7,
washing away a functional small hydroelectric project and destroying the under-construction 520 MW
Tapovan Vishnugad project of the NTPC on the Dhauli Ganga river. The death toll from the disaster was 38
as of Friday. Rescue teams were straining to locate scores of people who remained missing. These were
mostly workers in the two power projects, besides some local residents.
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Why did it happen?
 Union Home Minister Amit Shah told Parliament that satellite imagery from Planet Labs indicated that
the landslide-avalanche event at an altitude of 5,600 metres occurred in a glacier in the Rishi Ganga
catchment, and covered an area of 14 sq. km, causing the flood.
 In the initial rescue, 12 people trapped in a tunnel in the NTPC project and 15 from the Rishi Ganga
project were saved.
 While a fuller picture of the loss of life and destruction will emerge only after rescue operation and
inquiry is complete, the disaster that struck Chamoli has turned the spotlight on several ongoing dambased hydroelectric projects, rampant road building, tree felling for projects, and also construction
practices in the State.
Why is the Chamoli incident of concern?
 Uttarakhand, which gained a distinct identity in the year 2000 as a separate State carved out from Uttar
Pradesh, is geologically unique. As a part of the lesser Himalaya, in the populated terrane — a region
bounded by earth faults — it remains active in terms of deep movement of rock assemblages.
 In an article in Current Science in 2014, geologist K.S. Valdiya pointed to the fragility of the entire
landscape from a geological point of view: ―As the northward moving peninsular India presses on, the
lesser Himalaya rock assemblages are compressed and are pushed under the huge pile of the Great
Himalayan rocks, the latter riding southwards onto and over the lesser Himalaya.
 The movement has been going on since the MCT [the Main Central Thrust] was formed 20-22 million
years ago.‖ The MCT, running east-west along the Himalaya, is where the Indian and Eurasian plates
connect. The result of these geological stresses, scientists say, is weakening of rocks, making the
development of large dam projects in the region unwise.
 There are several researchers who refer to other characteristics that call into question the wisdom of
committing vast resources to large dam-building in Uttarakhand. A key concern is the active nature of
rock fractures, known as faults, which respond to earthquakes, creating enormous instability, especially
along slopes.
 In an assessment of the proposed 315-metre-high India-Nepal Pancheshwar dam project across the Kali
river in the Kumaon region, with a drainage area of 12,000 sq. km, Shubhra Sharma and colleagues
wrote in Current Science in 2019 that the chosen site could witness a strong earthquake in the Nepal area
from the Rangunkhola Fault, perhaps of a magnitude of 7.4, with a potentially serious fallout.
 Investigations done along rivers Kali, Darma, Gori, Western Dhauli, Alaknanda, Mandakini and
Bhagirathi, which offer the bounty of hydropower, have been found to be tectonically active in recent
times across the area of the MCT. In fact, many locations in a 50-km area within the MCT zone have
witnessed several earthquakes of varying intensity, including those with magnitudes of over 5.
 Although dam builders assert that their structures can withstand even high-intensity earthquakes,
researchers say lessons from large structures, such as the Tehri dam, should also be studied, since there
are concerns about induced seismic effects caused by the repeated filling and emptying of the reservoir,
which may be deforming the area around the young dam.
 Moreover, the geology of mountains in many parts of Uttarakhand is such that the threat of landslides is
high. Rocks here have been weakened by natural processes across time and are vulnerable to intense
rainfall as well as human interference, in the form of house-building and road construction.
 The careless disposal of enormous debris from mining and construction projects has added to the
problem, blocking flow paths and providing additional debris. In fact, researchers from IIT Roorkee
writing in the Indian Geotechnical Journal (2018) estimate that various tourist locations such as
Gopeshwar, Joshimath, and Badrinath fall within high-hazard and very high-hazard zones for landslides,
as does Chamoli town, calling for preventive and protective measures.
Should Uttarakhand worry about the effects of climate change?
 The IPCC (Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change) Special Report on the Ocean and Cryosphere in
a Changing Climate found that in the Himalayan ranges, there could be variations in overall water
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availability, but floods, avalanches and landslides were all forecast to increase. Changes in monsoonal
precipitation could also bring more frequent disasters.
In 2013, catastrophic loss of lives was seen in the floods that swept Kedarnath. They were triggered by
heavy rainfall over a short period in June, first destroying a river training wall, and then triggering a
landslide that led to the breaching of the Chorabari moraine-dammed lake, devastating Kedarnath town.
What this means is that aberrations in the Indian summer monsoon caused by changes to long-term
climate could produce even greater damage, by bringing debris and silt down the river courses,
destroying physical structures, reducing dam life, and causing enormous losses.
These problems are also aggravated by the erosion of mountain slopes and the instability of glacial lakes
in upper elevations. On the other hand, as the IPCC Special Report points out, the retreat of glaciers in
the high mountains has produced a different kind of loss — of aesthetic and cultural values, declines in
tourism and local agriculture.

Are expensive hydroelectric projects worth the investment today?
 In reply to a question in the Lok Sabha in September 2020, the Power Ministry stated that in the
25 MW-plus category, there are projects with a combined capacity of 12,973.50 MW under
installation. Of this, eight projects totalling 2,490 MW are in Uttarakhand, most of them by the
Central government.
 The Ministry describes this source of power as “highly capital-intensive” but without recurring
cost, renewable and cheaper compared to coal and gas plants. But a response it gave earlier this
month in the Lok Sabha indicates that it has been offering incentives since March 2019 to make
hydropower attractive.
 These include classification of large hydropower projects as Renewable Energy sources, creating a
separate category for hydropower within Non-Solar Renewable Purchase Obligation, tariff
rationalisation to bring down tariff, and budgetary support for putting up enabling infrastructure
such as roads and bridges.
 The International Renewable Energy Agency estimated that in 2019, the average levelised cost of
electricity in India was $0.060 per kilowatt-hour (kWh) for small hydropower projects added over the
last decade. In comparison, the global cost for solar power was $0.068 per kWh in 2019 for utility-scale
projects.
 Though hydropower has been reliable where suitable dam capacity exists, in places such as Uttarakhand,
the net benefit of big dams is controversial because of the collateral and unquantified damage in terms of
loss of lives, livelihoods and destruction of ecology. Chipko movement activist Sunderlal Bahuguna
argued that large dams with an expected life of about 100 years, that involve deforestation and
destruction, massively and permanently alter the character and health of the hills.

Farm laws and „taxation‟ of farmers
(Agriculture)

(Source: The Hindu )
Context: Over the past three decades, a major rationale offered in favour of liberalising Indian agriculture
was that farmers were “net taxed”. In other words, incomes of farmers were kept artificially lower than
what they should have been. It was argued that this “net taxation” existed because protectionist policies
deprived farmers of higher international prices, and the administered price system deprived farmers of
higher domestic market prices. If there were more liberal domestic markets and freer global trade, prices
received by farmers would rise.
Details:
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These arguments are raised again in the debates around the three farm laws. According to this view, farm
laws are necessary to end the net taxation of agriculture. For this purpose, data on Producer Support
Estimate (PSE) are used.
A recent study found that PSE in Indian agriculture was -6% between 2014-15 and 2016-17. In contrast,
PSE was +18.2% in the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries,
+19.6% in the European Union countries and +9.5% in the U.S.
The farm laws would weaken restrictive trade and marketing policies in India and ―get the markets
right‖. This, in turn, would eliminate negative support and raise farmers‘ prices.
In these debates, a common example cited is that of milk. There is no Minimum Support Price (MSP) in
milk, and a substantial share of milk sales takes place through the private sector, including
multinationals like Nestle and Hatsun. Yet, India‘s milk sector is growing faster than the foodgrain
sector. If the milk sector can grow without MSP and with private corporates, why cannot other
agricultural commodities? This article attempts a closer look at these claims.

PSE and its estimation
 The PSE is estimated using a methodology advocated by the OECD. The OECD defines the PSE as ―the
annual monetary value of gross transfers from consumers and taxpayers to agricultural producers,
measured at the farm gate level, arising from policies that support agriculture…‖
 The PSE has two components. The first is market price support (MPS). MPS is that part of the gross
transfers to producers arising from ―a gap between domestic market prices and border prices of a specific
agricultural commodity‖.
 The second is budgetary transfers (BOT). BOT includes all budgetary expenditures on policies that
support agricultural production. PSE is the sum of MPS and BOT, expressed also as a percentage of the
value of agricultural production.
 The PSE for Indian agriculture in 2019 was ₹-1,62,740 crore, or -5.5% of the value of production.
Within the PSE, the MPS was negative while BOT was positive. The MPS was ₹-4,61,804 crore, or 15.5% of the value of production. The BOT was ₹+2,99,064 crore, or +10.1% of the value of production.
 The MPS for a commodity is calculated as the product of its annual production and the difference
between its international and domestic prices. The problem begins here: the international price is
considered a benchmark with no reference to the actual possibilities of domestic producers obtaining that
price.
 Let us assume a commodity ‗A‘ whose international price is higher than its domestic price.
 First, ‗A‘ may be produced in large quantities but may also be essential for domestic food
security. Hence, it may not be regularly exported. Yet, its MPS will be negative. Examples are
rice and wheat in India.
 Second, most of the short-term changes in MPS may be illusory if they result from short-term
fluctuations of international prices or relative exchange rates, or shocks to global demand or
supply. Such fluctuations are more pronounced in agriculture because international agricultural
markets are infamously imperfect, narrow and dominated by monopolistic multinational
companies.
 Third, if a country starts exporting ‗A‘ to benefit from higher international prices, will the
differential between international and domestic prices remain? In mainstream trade literature, a
―small country assumption‖ is used where all countries are assumed to be price-takers and no
single country is considered capable of triggering a major rise or fall in prices. But this is an
unrealistic assumption. The international market for most agricultural commodities is small,
while countries like India are large producers. Even if India exports a small additional share of
the production of ‗A‘, its impact on the international prices of ‗A‘ will be disproportionately
inverse. Consequently, the differential between domestic and international prices would
considerably narrow, if not simply disappear.
 Due to such fluctuations in MPS, the PSE also fluctuates widely. The PSE for Indian agriculture was
+1.9% in 2000. It fell to -14% in 2004, -20.4% in 2008 and -27.8% in 2013. Afterwards, it rose to -3.8%
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in 2015 and -5.5% in 2019. These fluctuating PSEs mean nothing in terms of taxation or subsidisation of
producers. They only mean that international prices were volatile.
In summary, the MPS is a wrong measure of taxation in agriculture because the international price is no
―true price‖ to be accepted as a benchmark. Further, a negative MPS, by itself, implies neither a
government that squeezes revenues out of farmers nor the absence of absolute profitability in agriculture.

The case of milk trade
 Proponents of farm laws use the OECD estimates of MPS and PSE to show the perils of restrictive
markets. By the same logic then, if the increasing penetration of private companies and the absence of
MSP in milk are positive features, we should expect positive and rising MPS and PSE for milk.
 However, milk had the highest negative MPS among India‘s major agricultural commodities in 2019.
The MPS for milk was ₹-2,17,527 crore, which accounted for about 47% of the total MPS in agriculture.
 As a share of its value of production, the MPS for milk was -37.5%. Thus, if we go by the OECD
estimates, milk was one of the most heavily ―taxed‖ agricultural commodities in India.
 Consider the period between 2015 and 2019. If the growth of private firms in milk trade was a positive
change, the MPS for milk should have increased over this period. In 2015, the MPS for milk was
positive at ₹16,190 crore. But in 2016, the MPS turned negative at ₹-57,223 crore and by 2019 it fell
further to ₹-2.17 lakh crore. In other words, ―taxation‖ of milk producers intensified between 2015 and
2019.
 In reality, the MPS for milk turned negative not because of any compression of domestic prices. In fact,
the average domestic price for milk rose from ₹25,946/tonne in 2015 to ₹28,988/tonne in 2019. But the
average international reference price for milk rose faster from ₹24,905/tonne to ₹39,884/tonne in 2019.
This led to a rise in the price differential from ₹1,041/tonne in 2015 to ₹10,896/tonne in 2019.
 To argue from the above that India‘s milk producers were ―taxed‖ is as meaningless as arguing that
India‘s farmers as a whole were ―taxed‖ to the tune of ₹4,61,804 crore in a year. The reason is that the
OECD methodology, either for milk or for other commodities, does not offer any realistic assessment of
the extent of taxation or subsidisation.
The lack of logic in debates
 But these issues do not seem to bother the advocates of farm laws in India. In the debates, it is telling
that these advocates (a) use the OECD estimates to highlight the overall negative MPS for agriculture as
a problem; (b) but conveniently remain silent on the negative MPS for milk; and (c) yet, argue in the
same breath that milk producers have benefited from the growth of private firms. The absence of logic in
this line of argument is nothing but appalling.
 In fact, what is missed in these debates is the elephant in the room: the BOT. The West‘s PSEs in
agriculture are positive and higher than India‘s because they have higher BOT than in India.

Looking ahead after the Ladakh walk back
(Security)

(Source: The Hindu )
Context: In the end, the murmurs of an imminent breakthrough after the last round of military-diplomatic
talks between India and China on January 24 were finally confirmed last week when Beijing made the
announcement of the start of disengagement between the two armies, the People‟s Liberation Army (PLA)
and the Indian Army, in Ladakh. This is not the end of the 10-month-old military stand-off yet but, palpably,
the beginning of the end. It is a welcome move because heightened tensions between the two nuclear-armed
Asian powers serve no useful purpose for anyone, certainly not India‟s.
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Political priority
 The current disengagement is limited to two places on the Line of Actual Control (LAC) in Ladakh:
north bank of Pangong lake and Kailash range to the south of Pangong. There are three other sites of
contention on the Ladakh border where the PLA had come in — Depsang, Gogra-Hot Springs and
Demchok — and talks will be held to resolve these after the current phase of disengagement is
completed.
 There have been regular clashes between the soldiers of both sides at the north bank of Pangong lake,
and nearly a quarter of all the Chinese transgressions on the LAC between 2014 and 2019 have taken
place in the area. It has limited strategic importance, but is a popular tourist spot after the climax of the
superhit Hindi film, 3 Idiots, was shot there.
 Moreover, unlike other areas of contestation, there are habitations in the vicinity of the north bank which
can observe any Chinese ingress. These sightings have been reported by the elected Ladakhi
representatives to the media, including in this newspaper, to the embarrassment of the central
government which has been keen on keeping the news of Chinese control of Indian territory off the news
cycle and out of public sight.
 This means the disengagement at north bank was a political priority — imagine the impact of tourists
visiting the area again to signal normalcy — and led to it being clubbed with the Kailash range to the
south of the lake.
 While Chinese troops had moved into the Indian side of the LAC in the other areas, the Kailash range
was the only place where Indians had taken the initiative to hold hitherto unoccupied peaks in endAugust. A heavy deployment of troops and tanks caught the Chinese by surprise who responded by their
own deployment, with the two sides separated by a few yards.
A stance that is unclear
 With soldiers and tanks in eyeball range, the Kailash range was a tinderbox that could spark off a much
bigger crisis with a minor accident. The Chinese have been insistent in the talks that the two sides
disengage from this area first.
 Knowing that this was the only leverage it had, New Delhi had resisted taking that call until now, instead
seeking a simultaneous resolution of all the flashpoints on the Ladakh border. In its statement, the
government has not clarified the reasons for its change of stance which was clearly dictated by
something more than the desire to remove the most dangerous flashpoint on the border.
 Even though it does not restore the status quo ante of April 2020 and the details about the south bank are
sketchy, the disengagement deal on the two banks of Pangong is a fair deal for India when seen from the
limited prism of only these areas.
 But when considered from the perspective of the whole LAC in Ladakh, it raises questions about the
wisdom of giving up the only leverage India had for the sake of disengagement at north bank.
Depsang issue, buffer zones
 The Indian military leadership is aware of the strategic importance of the Depsang plains in the Daulat
Beg Oldi (DBO) sector, not only due to its proximity to the Darbuk-Shyok-Daulat Beg Oldie (DSDBO)
road, the DBO airstrip and the Karakoram Pass, but because of the threat it poses to Indian control over
the Siachen glacier.
 This remains the only area on the Indian landmass where China and Pakistan can physically collude
militarily, and has been identified by former northern army commanders as tough to defend in case of a
Chinese military attack.
 The excuse that the Depsang problem precedes the current crisis on the LAC and thus must be treated
separately holds little water, for it would be in India‘s interest to club them together and find a holistic
solution. Moreover, even the current crisis on the north bank of Pangong lake has been there since at
least October 2019 though it flared up substantially in May 2020.
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The current disengagement plan provides us with a window into the mindset of the Indian decision
makers who prefer the creation of a ‗no patrol‘ zone or buffer zone as a solution to the tensions on the
LAC.
Before the buffer zone was created at the north bank of Pangong, a similar buffer zone was created in
Galwan in July 2020 around the place where India lost 20 soldiers in a deadly clash a month earlier. That
buffer zone has held good till date, even though it denies India access to the areas up to PP14 which it
patrolled earlier. There are worries that such buffer zones would lie majorly on the Indian side of the
LAC, thus converting a hitherto Indian-controlled territory into a neutral zone.
A no patrol zone has not been announced, at least publicly by the Defence Minister, for the Kailash
range and that exposes the limitations of any plan to create such buffer zones in all the contentious
border areas for the sake of peace and tranquility on the LAC.
Owing to the disputed nature of the border and a lack of trust between the two sides, any perceived
violations of ‗no patrol‘ zones can lead to deadly outcomes as seen in Galwan on June 15, 2020. At best,
these buffer zones can provide a temporary reprieve but are no alternative to the mutual delineation of
the LAC and a final settlement of the Sino-Indian boundary.

A power differential
 As the Indian media highlighted the rapid pace of the PLA‘s withdrawal from disengagement sites,
obliquely suggesting a Chinese weakness, the response from Chinese experts was in the form of a threat.
Qian Feng, director of the research department at the National Strategy Institute at Tsinghua University
was quoted in the Global Times saying that if the PLA can withdraw this many armaments and ground
forces in one day, it can also return equally swiftly.
 It goes to the nub of New Delhi‘s weakness vis-à-vis Beijing: India does not have the military capacity
and the political will to evict the Chinese troops out of its territory. Because of the power differential
with China, India‘s best-case scenario is to deploy sufficient troops to prevent any PLA ingress as was
done with a massive deployment on the LAC after May 2020.
 The option of undertaking a prompt quid pro quo military operation in Chinese territory, as advocated by
the Non-alignment 2.0 strategy document produced by Centre for Policy Research in 2012 , contains
escalatory risks which an India in economic recession lacks the appetite for.
The enduring impact
 The Ladakh border crisis of 2020 will leave a lasting impact on India‘s strategic calculus. The political
imperative of defending every inch of territory, while lacking the wherewithal to reverse a Chinese
ingress, is likely to favour an enhanced deployment of the Indian Army all along the LAC, from Ladakh
to Arunachal Pradesh.
 Not only will it stretch the Army, it would divert scarce resources towards the continental border away
from the maritime domain. With India‘s attractiveness to the United States and the Quadrilateral
Security Dialogue, better known as the Quad, firmly anchored in the Indian Ocean, such a move would
work to China‘s advantage.
 It is another matter that having struck a disengagement deal with China, New Delhi itself may no longer
be as enthusiastic about the Quad as it was a couple of months ago when the Chinese threat was
imminent. Will it lead to a reset of ties with Beijing?
 By seeking the restoration of peace and tranquillity on the LAC instead of a reversion to the status quo
ante as of April 2020, the Narendra Modi government has made a political choice in Ladakh. It will have
to bear the strategic consequences of that choice.
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Current Affairs Quiz
1) Which of the following statements is/are incorrect about Longitudinal Aging Study in India (LASI)?
1. It is a longitudinal survey to examine aging and retirement among India‘s population aged 55 and
above.
2. According to the recent report, every 20th family has a history of cancer and it is prevalent more in
rural areas than urban areas.
Select the correct answer code:
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Answer : c
 Longitudinal Aging Study in India (LASI), a longitudinal survey to examine aging and retirement among
India‘s population aged 45 and above.
 According to the report, every 20th Indian family has a history of cancer and it is more prevalent in
urban areas compared to rural India.
2) Fossils of 550-million-year-old ‗Dickinsonia‘, the earliest known living animal has been recently
discovered in:
a. Bhimbetka
b. Chamoli
c. Guwahati
d. Hampi
Answer : a
3. Which of the following statement/s is/ are correct about Aspirational District Programme?
1. Aspirational Districts are those districts in India, that are affected by poor socio-economic indicators.
2. It is being implemented all over the country, covering all the States and Union Territories.
Select the correct answer code:
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans. a)
The 115 districts were identified from 28 states, at least one from each state and not Union Territories.
4. Consider the following statements with respect to Archaeological Survey of India?
1. The Archaeological Survey of India (ASI) was formed in 1861 by a statute passed into law by
Canning.
2. Alexander Cunningham was its first Archaeological Surveyor, to excavate and conserve India‘s
ancient built heritage.
Which of the statement/s given above is/are incorrect?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans. d
Both the statements are correct.
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5. Which of the statements given above is/are correct about hydrogen fuel?
1. Hydrogen produced from fossil fuels is called blue hydrogen.
2. Hydrogen generated from fossil fuels with carbon capture and storage options is called grey
hydrogen
3. Hydrogen generated entirely from renewable power sources is called green hydrogen.
Select the correct answer code:
a) 1 and 3 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 3 only
d) 1 and 2 only
Ans. c)
Hydrogen produced from fossil fuels is called grey hydrogen; this constitutes the bulk of the hydrogen
produced today. Hydrogen generated from fossil fuels with carbon capture and storage options is called blue
hydrogen; hydrogen generated entirely from renewable power sources is called green hydrogen.
6. What is an anticipatory transit bail, recently in news?
a) Bail given by the a court in its jurisdiction before arrest of a person
b) Bail given by a court outside its jurisdiction before arrest of a person
c) Bail given by a court after arrest of a person
d) None of the above
Ans. b)
7. Which of the following statement/s is/are correct with respect to GrapeNet?
1. It is a new safeguard against malware that infects computers.
2. It is developed by Centre for Development of Advance Computing.
Select the correct answer code:
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans. d)
 The GrapeNet is a web-based certification and traceability software system for monitoring fresh grapes
exported from India to the European Union.
 It is an internet based electronic service offered by APEDA to the stakeholders for facilitating testing
and certification of Grapes for export from India in compliance with the standards identified by NRC
Pune, on the basis of consultation with the exporters.
8) Which of the following statement/s is/ are incorrect with respect to Central Administrative Tribunal
(CAT)?
1. It exercises original jurisdiction in relation to recruitment and all service matters of all-India services,
the Central civil services, civil posts under the Centre and members of the defence forces.
2. The appeals against the orders of the CAT could be made only in the Supreme Court and not in the
high courts.
Select the correct answer code:
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Answer : a
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Its jurisdiction extends to the all-India services, the Central civil services, civil posts under the Centre
and civilian employees of defence services.
9. E-Chhawni App portal and mobile app has been launched recently by a) NITI Aayog
b) Ministry of Agriculture
c) Ministry of Defense
d) Ministry of Home Affairs
Ans. c)
10) Which of the following organization has developed India‘s Instant messaging app Sandes?
a. Computer Emergency Response Team (Cert-In)
b. Centre for Development of Advanced Computing (C-DAC)
c. National Technical Research Organisation (NTRO)
d. National Informatics Centre (NIC)
Answer : d
11) Which of the following statement/s is/are correct with respect to Arjun Main Battle Tank MK-1A?
1. It is jointly designed, developed and manufactured by DRDO and Lockheed Martin, an US
corporation.
2. It has a computer-controlled integrated fire control system with stabilised sighting that works in all
lighting conditions.
Select the correct answer code:
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Answer : b
 It was initiated by DRDO in 1972 with the Combat Vehicles Research and Development Establishment
(CVRDE) as its lead laboratory.
 It is indigenously designed, developed and manufactured by CVRDE and DRDO along with 15
academic institutions, eight labs and several MSMEs.
12. Consider the following statements with respect to India‘s boundary with Myanmar:
1. India and Myanmar share a maritime border along India‘s Lakshadweep Island.
2. Only North eastern states of India share a boundary with Myanmar.
Which of the above statement/s are correct?
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans. b
India and Myanmar share a maritime border along Andaman Islands.
13. Arunachal Pradesh shares its longest border with a) China
b) Nepal
c) Bhutan
d) Bangladesh
Ans. a)
 Arunachal shares its longest border with China, followed by Myanmar and Bhutan.
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14. Which of the following statement/s is/are correct about Galwan River?
1. It flows from the disputed Aksai Chin region administered by China to the Ladakh region of India.
2. It originates in the western side of the Karakoram range.
3. It flows in west to join the Shyok river in India.
Select the correct answer code:
a) 1 and 2 only
b) 2 and 3 only
c) 1 and 3 only
d) 1, 2 and 3
Ans. c)
The Galwan River flows from the disputed Aksai Chin region administered by China to the Ladakh region
of India. It originates near the caravan campsite Samzungling on the eastern side of the Karakoram range
and flows west to join the Shyok River.
15. The Preseverance Mars Rover that landed on mars recently was sent bya) NASA
b) ROSCOSMOS
c) JAXA
d) ISRO
Ans. a)
16 Which of the following statement/s is/are correct with respect to AMRUT?
1. AMRUT was launched with the aim to establish infrastructure that could ensure adequate robust
sewage networks and water supply for rural transformation.
2. It was launched in 2015.
Select the correct answer code:
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans. b)
AMRUT was launched with the aim to establish infrastructure that could ensure adequate robust sewage
networks and water supply for urban transformation not rural transformation.
17. Right to privacy is a fundamental right under a) Article 21
b) Article 19
c) Article 14
d) Article 25
Ans. c)
18 Which of the following statement/s is/are incorrect with respect to Maharaja Suheldev?
1. He is said to be an eleventh century ruler of Shrasvati, located in present-day Uttar Pradesh‘s
Bahraich district.
2. He bravely fought against the Mahmud Ghazni during the invasion of Somnath.
Which of the statement(s) given above is/are incorrect?
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Answer : b
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He is popularly known to have defeated and killed the Ghaznavid general Ghazi Saiyyad Salar Masud at
Bahraich in 1034 CE, at Chittaura Lake.

19. Consider the following statements with respect to Mandarin Duck:
1. It is a small-exotic bird native to East Asia.
2. It is very rare to spot and mentioned as critically endangered under IUCN Red list.
Which of the statement/s given above is/are correct?
a. 1 only
b. 2 only
c. Both 1 and 2
d. Neither 1 nor 2
Answer : a
 It is mentioned as Least Concern under IUCN Red list.
20. Which of the following statement/s is/are correct with respect to the Vivad se Vishwas scheme?
1. This is an indirect tax scheme for settling tax disputes between individuals and the income tax
department.
2. It offers a complete waiver on interest and penalty to the taxpayers who pay their pending taxes by a
deadline.
Select the correct answer code:
a) 1 only
b) 2 only
c) Both 1 and 2
d) Neither 1 nor 2
Ans. b)
 This is a direct tax scheme (not an indirect tax scheme) for settling tax disputes between individuals and
the income tax department.
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