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All about Gilgit-Baltistan that matters to India and Pakistan 

(Source: Indian Express ) 

 

Context: Pakistan’s Law and Justice Ministry has finalised draft legislation to incorporate Gilgit-Baltistan, 

the region known before 2009 as Northern Areas, as a province of the country, according to a report in 

Dawn newspaper. 

 

Details: 

 New Delhi, which has asserted that Gilgit-Baltistan is an integral part of India “by virtue of the legal, 

complete and irrevocable accession of Jammu & Kashmir to the Union of India in 1947”, is yet to 

respond to the latest report, but is certain to do so.  

 The area‟s strategic importance for India has increased in light of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor 

agreement, under which Beijing is investing hugely to develop the area as part of its Belt and Road 

Initiative, and the concerns of a two-front war after the standoff in Eastern Ladakh last year. 

 

History of the region 

 Gilgit was part of the princely state of Jammu & Kashmir, but was ruled directly by the British, who had 

taken it on lease from Hari Singh, the Hindu ruler of the Muslim-majority state.  

 When Hari Singh acceded to India on October 26, 1947, the Gilgit Scouts rose in rebellion, led by their 

British commander Major William Alexander Brown.  

 The Gilgit Scouts also moved to take over Baltistan, which was then part of Ladakh, and captured 

Skardu, Kargil and Dras. In battles thereafter, Indian forces retook Kargil and Dras in August 1948. 

 Before that, on November 1, 1947, a political outfit called the Revolutionary Council of Gilgit-Baltistan 

had proclaimed the independent state of Gilgit-Baltistan.  

 On November 15, it declared it was acceding to Pakistan, which accepted the accession only to the 

extent of full administrative control, choosing to govern it directly under the Frontier Crimes Regulation, 

a law devised by the British to keep control of the restive tribal areas of the northwest. 

 Following the India-Pakistan ceasefire of January 1, 1949, Pakistan in April that year entered into an 

agreement with the “provisional government” of “Azad Jammu & Kashmir” — parts that had been 

occupied by Pakistani troops and irregulars — to take over its defence and foreign affairs. Under this 

agreement, the “AJK” government also ceded administration of Gilgit-Baltistan to Pakistan. 

 

Beyond the provinces 

 In 1974, Pakistan adopted its first full-fledged civilian Constitution, which lists four provinces —Punjab, 

Sindh, Balochistan and Khyber Pakthunkhwa.  

 Pakistan-Occupied Kashmir (PoK) and Gilgit-Baltistan were not incorporated as provinces. One reason 

ascribed to this is that Pakistan did not want to undermine its international case that the resolution of the 

Kashmir issue had to be in accordance with UN resolutions that called for a plebiscite. 

 In 1975, PoK got its own Constitution, making it an ostensibly self-governed autonomous territory. This 

Constitution had no jurisdiction over the Northern Areas, which continued to be administered directly by 

Islamabad (the Frontier Crimes Regulation was discontinued in1997 but repealed only in 2018).  

 In reality, PoK too remained under the control of Pakistani federal administration and the security 

establishment, through the Kashmir Council. 

 The main difference was that while the people of PoK had rights and freedoms guaranteed by their own 

Constitution, which mirrors the Pakistan Constitution, the people of the minority Shia-dominated 

Northern Areas did not have any political representation.  

 Although they were considered Pakistani, including for citizenship and passports, they were outside the 

ambit of constitutional protections available to those in the four provinces and PoK. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/why-gilgit-baltistan-matters-to-india-and-pakistan-7435353/
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First changes 

 It was only in the first decade of the new century that Pakistan began considering changes to its 

administrative arrangements in the Northern Areas, as the constitutional limbo became untenable due to 

the new post-9/11 dynamics of the region and the increasing Chinese involvement in strategic 

development ventures. Gilgit-Baltistan was vital to those projects, given that it provides the only land 

access between the two countries. 

 In 2009, Pakistan brought in the Gilgit-Baltistan (Empowerment and Self-Governance) Order, 2009, 

replacing the Northern Areas Legislative Council (NALC) with the Legislative Assembly, and the 

Northern Areas were given back the name of Gilgit-Baltistan.  

 The NALC was an elected body, but had no more than an advisory role to the Minister for Kashmir 

Affairs and Northern Areas, who ruled from Islamabad. 

 The Assembly is only a slight improvement. It has 24 directly elected members and nine nominated 

ones. The ruling party in Islamabad has won every election held to the region‟s Assembly since 2010. In 

November 2020, Prime Minister Imran Khan‟s Pakistan-Tehreek-i-Insaf won with 24 of 33 seats. 

 

Provincial status 

 On November 1, 2020, observed in Gilgit-Baltistan as “Independence Day”, Imran Khan announced that 

his government would give the region “provisional provincial status”. 
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 In March this year, the newly elected Assembly passed a unanimous resolution demanding an 

amendment to the Constitution to make Gilgit-Baltistan a provisional province of Pakistan, “without 

prejudice to the Kashmir dispute”. 

 According to Dawn, Imran Khan had in July asked his Law Minister to fast-track a draft legislation for 

making Gilgit-Baltistan a province, and it has been finalised now as the 26th Constitutional Amendment 

Bill and submitted to him.  

 The proposed law is believed to suggest that because of its status as part of the unresolved Kashmir 

issue, Gilgit-Baltistan be given provisional provincial status by amending Article 1 of the Constitution.  

 Separately, a set of amendments would be introduced to give Gilgit-Baltistan representation in 

Pakistan‟s parliament, besides establishment of the Assembly . It is also said to have provisions for 

representation of the region in the National Assembly and the Senate. 

 The change in status, when it happens, will meet a long-standing demand of the 1.5 million people of 

Gilgit-Baltistan.  

 There is anger against Pakistan for unleashing sectarian militant groups that target Shias, but the 

predominant sentiment is that all this will improve once they are part of the Pakistani federation. There is 

a small movement for independence, but it has very little traction. 

 While some reports have suggested that Pakistan‟s decision is under pressure from China, wary that 

Gilgit-Baltistan‟s ambiguous status might undermine the legality of its projects there, there is also 

speculation that this could be a precursor to Pakistan‟s acceptance of India‟s August 5, 2019 changes 

doing away with Kashmir‟s special status.  

 During the PoK elections, the Pakistan Muslim League (N) had alleged Imran Khan was about to 

incorporate both Gilgit-Baltistan and PoK as provinces of Pakistan in a “secret deal” with India. 

 

All about Dhyan Chand 

(Source: Indian Express ) 

 

Context: The Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna Award will now be named after Dhyan Chand.  

 

Who was Dhyan Chand? 

 Quite simply, he was the first superstar of hockey, considered a wizard or magician of the game. He was 

the chief protagonist as India won three consecutive Olympic hockey gold medals — Amsterdam 1928, 

Los Angeles 1932, and Berlin 1936. He is said to have wowed the watching public with his sublime 

skills, intricate dribbling and gluttonous scoring ability. 

 During those tournaments, there was no team that could compete with India — and most of the matches 

saw huge victory margins. 

 India beat hosts the Netherlands 3-0 in the 1928 final, the United States were thrashed by a scarcely-

believable margin of 24-1 in the 1932 gold medal match, while Germany went down 8-1 in the 1936 

decider. 

 In all, Dhyan Chand played 12 Olympic matches, scoring 33 goals. 

 

What are some of the tales and anecdotes associated with Dhyan Chand? 

 Some of the stories about Dhyan Chand‟s prowess with a hockey stick are difficult to confirm while 

others are definitely apocryphal. 

 It is said that once his sublime skill and close control of the ball aroused such suspicion that his stick was 

broken to see whether there was a magnet inside. One has to remember that the game was played on 

natural grass in those days in contrast to the astro turf now, and the surface would often be bumpy and 

uneven, making ball control difficult for lesser mortals. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/dhyan-chand-indian-hockey-history-olympic-7441937/
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 During the 1936 Berlin Games, German Chancellor Adolf Hitler — a proponent of Aryan racial 

superiority — was so enamoured with Dhyan Chand‟s play that he offered him German citizenship and 

the post of Colonel in his country‟s Army, a proposition the Indian ace refused. 

 
Why does the name evoke such emotion? 

 Dhyan Chand played during India‟s pre-independence years, when the local population was subjugated 

and made to feel inferior by the ruling British.  

 Hence, seeing an Indian dominating the Europeans in a sport invented by them evoked a lot of pride in 

them. 

 Before Independence and for some years after that, hockey was the only sport in which India 

consistently excelled at the international and Olympic stage. In fact, starting from Amsterdam 1928, 

India won seven of the eight hockey gold medals at the Games.  

 Apart from K D Jadhav‟s wrestling bronze at Helsinki 1952, India had to wait until Atlanta 1996 and 

tennis player Leander Paes for an Olympic medal in a sport other than hockey. 

 There were other great contemporary players like K D Singh „Babu‟, Roop Singh, and Balbir Singh, but 

Dhyan Chand‟s name was always taken first. 

 There has been a long-running campaign arguing that Dhyan Chand be posthumously awarded the 

Bharat Ratna, the country‟s highest honour.  

 There was a big debate around the time of the retirement of cricketer Sachin Tendulkar in 2013 about 

which sportsperson, if any, was deserving of the accolade. Tendulkar was eventually conferred the 

honour, but arguments for Dhyan Chand have continued nonetheless. 

 

How has Dhyan Chand been recognised till now? 

 His birthday, August 29, is celebrated as National Sports Day with the President giving away the Arjuna 

Awards and the other honours — including the one now named after Dhyan Chand himself. 

 An award for lifetime achievement in sport is already named after him. The Capital‟s National Stadium 

was renamed Major Dhyan Chand National Stadium. 

 


